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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: 	July 25, 2024
TO: 		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: 	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: 2024 Competitive National School Lunch Program Equipment Grant Application Request
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP) is opening the 2024 National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Equipment Assistance Grant online Qualtrics application. This grant funding supports SFAs in providing healthy and appealing meals to students. School food authorities (SFAs) are encouraged to apply. The funds are available for the federal fiscal year (FFY) from October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025. 
NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant Overview
The VDOE-SCNP received $261,906 in FFY 2024 to competitively award to SFAs. The SFA subgrantee award is limited to $50,000 per piece of equipment. Total requests may be greater than $50,000, but SFAs must cover any costs beyond the award amount. Equipment must meet the definition as described in Appendix A; must be competitively procured; must be necessary, reasonable, and allocable; and must follow federal, state, and local government procurement laws and regulations to provide for full and open competition. Equipment for which funds have already been obligated are not eligible for this grant.
Applying for NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant
The VDOE-SCNP will award grants through a competitive grant process. Each SFA can apply for up to five schools and request one piece of equipment per school. Each public SFA school nutrition program administrator (as designated in SNPWeb) will be sent a personalized link to the online NSLP Equipment Grant application on August 7, 2024. Application steps are described in Attachment A. Priority will be given to schools that did not receive a NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant in FFY 2023. Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on September 5, 2024. Scoring criteria are found in Attachment A. School eligibility criteria to receive funding include improving:
· the nutrition and food quality of the School Nutrition Programs;
· the safety of food served in all programs;
· the use of locally grown foods;
· scratch cooking; and/or
· access to student-driven meals.
The NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant contains documents that must be uploaded to the application. These must be completed before starting the application, as applicants are not allowed to leave the application once started. See below for the information and documentation needed to complete the application.
	Information Needed for Application
	Documents Needed for Application

	· General division information
· Number of schools for which the SFA is applying (1-5) and information for each, including free and reduced percentage from SY 2023-20424 report
· Detailed information about the school’s selection criteria and the equipment requested for each school, including quote information and need for equipment
	· Minimum of two quotes per piece of equipment on application, including delivery and installation fees as applicable
· Certification Statement with division Superintendent’s signature and SFA school nutrition administrator (as designated in SNPWeb) (Attachment B)


Recipients of the NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant
SFAs will be notified of the schools approved to receive funding by October 10, 2024. The VDOE-SCNP will distribute the list of schools funded for SY 2024–2025 via a SCNP director’s memo. The NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant funds will be paid to awardees on a reimbursement basis. Schools awarded funds shall:
· only submit reimbursement requests for actual expenses up to the award amount approved for each approved item;
· not spend grant funds on other equipment or for other schools in the division; and
· comply with the regulations, principles, and assurances found in the Procurement Standards and Government Regulation sections of the application.
Important Dates
· Application Deadline: September 5, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. EST
· Grant Award Date: October 10, 2024
· Funds Expenditure Deadline: September 30, 2025
· Reimbursement Request Deadline: November 30, 2025
Action Required
· Review the table above for required information and documents needed for the application.
· Review Appendix A for the definition of equipment, scoring criteria, and application steps.
· Review Appendix B for the required Certification Statement needed for the application that must be signed by the Division Superintendent and SFA school nutrition administrator.
· Complete the online Qualtrics NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant application with proper documentation by 5:00 p.m. on September 5, 2024.
For more Information
For more information on the FFY 2024 NSLP Equipment Grant Application or award process, please contact the SNP policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
Attachments
A. 2024 National School Lunch Program Equipment Grant Application Specifications
B. 2024–2025 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant Certification Statement
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