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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: July 29, 2024
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: 2024 Farm to School and School Nutrition Programs Directors’ Conference Call for Proposals
The purpose of this memorandum is to announce the 2024 Farm to School and School Nutrition Programs Directors’ Conference and release the Call for Proposals. The Conference will be held at the Hotel Madison in Harrisonburg, Virginia on October 29-30, 2024 with early check-in and pre-conference events scheduled for October 28, 2024. The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP) is now accepting proposals for conference breakout sessions. The proposal instructions are Attachment A to this memo and the Proposal Template is Attachment B. Proposals must be submitted via email to Kiara.Christian@doe.virginia.gov by Friday, August 16, 2024. 
Background
The Virginia Farm to School and School Nutrition Programs Director’s Conference is a dynamic educational event hosted by the VDOE-SCNP. The event convenes Virginia school and community nutrition program operators, producers, distributors, nonprofit organizations, and other farm to school stakeholders for program capacity building and networking sessions. Participants will showcase and enhance their commitment to ensuring equitable access to freshly prepared, appealing, nutritious, locally-sourced, and student inspired meals, nourishing the minds and physical wellbeing of all students across the Commonwealth.
Registration for the 2.5-day event is free and includes two separate conferences plus pre-conference activities and a networking reception. Attendees may register for one or both conferences. The Farm to School Conference is open to the public, and all Virginia farm to school stakeholders are encouraged to attend. The Directors’ Conference includes all Virginia School Nutrition Directors and is open to school nutrition directors only. A future director’s memo will include registration details.  

Call for Proposals
This year’s conference theme is Growing Leaders, Cultivating Innovation. The VDOE-SCNP is now accepting proposals for 60-minute breakout sessions that align with this theme. Breakout sessions may be in the form of presentations, panel discussions, or workshops. Please note that speakers who propose the same or similar topics may be paired together in one conference session. The Proposal Template is Attachment B to this memo. The rubric for scoring proposals is Attachment C. Proposals must be submitted via email to Kiara.Christian@doe.virginia.gov by Friday, August 16, 2024. 
For more Information
For more information about the Virginia Farm to School Conference, please contact Bee Thorp, Lead Farm to School Specialist, via email at Brittany.Thorp@doe.virginia.gov. For more information about the School Nutrition Programs Directors’ Conference, please contact Kelly Shomo, SCNP Training, Program Improvement, and Grants Supervisor, via email at Kelly.Shomo@doe.virginia.gov. 
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Attachments
A. Call for Proposals (Proposal Instructions) (DOCX)
B. Proposal Template (DOCX)
C. Proposal Scoring Rubric (DOCX)
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