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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: October 3, 2024
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: New SNAP IN SCHOOLS Initiative to Support Virginia Students
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) IN SCHOOLS is a new initiative to increase student access to SNAP and, thereby, eligibility for school meals at no cost to families.
About SNAP IN SCHOOLS
SNAP (formerly known as food stamps) provides food benefits to eligible families to supplement their food budget. The Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS) and the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP), are collaborating to help decrease food insecurity among school-age children across the Commonwealth and remove the negative stigma associated with SNAP.
[bookmark: _Hlk177719425]The goal is to increase awareness, share eligibility requirements, and provide education on the application process for SNAP benefits for students and their families. This initiative can:
· increase access to food benefits and free school meals,
· decrease the administrative burden of school food authorities by reducing the volume of free and reduced-price meal applications as students who receive SNAP benefits are eligible for free school meals and do not need to complete an application,
· bring in additional federal dollars to support local communities,
· support local education agencies in meeting the state mandate for SNAP outreach, and
· increase the Identified Student Percentage that is used to determine schools' eligibility for the Community Eligibility Provision in which schools provide meals at no charge for all students attending the participating school. 
Resources and Outreach Materials
VDSS and VDOE-SCNP are working with School Nutrition Programs (SNP) directors to promote community outreach and engagement with the local DSS offices, by providing strategies and communication materials. VDSS and VDOE-SCNP staff are available for technical assistance to facilitate local implementation. Attachment A lists a few resources, shareable messages, and strategies for outreach opportunities that maybe helpful for schools and SNP Directors. 
For More Information
Please contact your assigned SCNP regional specialist or send questions to the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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Attachment
A. SNAP IN SCHOOLS Key Messages and Resources
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