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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: December 5, 2024
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
[bookmark: _Hlk184037519]SUBJECT: USDA Guidance for Accepting Processed Product Documentation for Meal Pattern Requirements
SFAs and community sponsors are encouraged to:
· Review USDA memo SP 05-2025, CACFP 04-2025, SFSP 02-2025, Guidance for Accepting Processed Product Documentation for Meal Pattern Requirements for information on the:
· Child Nutrition (CN) label,
· watermarked CN label, and
· manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statement (PFS). 
· Use the CN Label Verification System to verify the status of a CN label and the crediting information.
Reminders on Processed Product Documentation
SFAs and community sponsors are responsible for ensuring the meals they serve meet meal pattern requirements. Review product documentation carefully.
If the processed (commercially purchased) food item is not found in the “Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs”, then program operators must obtain documentation from the manufacturer prior to purchasing and serving/claiming the food item (CN Label or a manufacturer’s PFS) to demonstrate how a processed food product contributes to the meal pattern requirements.
CN Label
The CN label is authorized by USDA and is used for verifying the meal pattern contributions of processed products and provides a warranty against audit claims when the product is used according to the manufacturer’s instructions. After authorization, CN labels are valid for five years under the condition that the manufacturer remains an authorized CN producer, and the product formulation does not change. The authorization date is found on the CN label.
When SFAs and community sponsors are reviewing documentation, review the “Valid Until” date on the CN Label Verification Report because this date indicates when the current authority to use the label expires. 
Product Formulation Statements
When purchasing a processed product without a CN label, a program operator may request a signed Product Formulation Statement (PFS) on the manufacturer’s letterhead that demonstrates how the processed product contributes to the meal pattern requirements. 
Program operators are responsible for verifying that the calculations and contribution statement on a manufacturer’s PFS are accurate. Resources to assist with this verification process and reviewing PFS are listed in USDA memo SP 05-2025, CACFP 04-2025, SFSP 02-2025.
For More Information
For more information, please contact your assigned SNP regional specialist, your assigned CNP regional specialist, or send questions to the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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