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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: January 16, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
[bookmark: _Hlk187235040]SUBJECT: USDA Guidance on Installation Expenditures for the NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant
USDA memo SP 06-2025, National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grants: Installation Expenditures provides guidance on reasonable costs associated with equipment installation that can be included in an SFA’s grant application for the NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant. Reasonable and allowable costs include:
· Acquisition costs necessary for the successful installation and operation of the equipment, such as delivery, installation, testing, and disposal of old equipment.
· Minor kitchen modifications (e.g., moving electrical outlets, upgrading the electrical voltage, small plumbing upgrades, improving ventilation to support equipment).
· Necessary accessories or auxiliary costs (e.g., mixer shredder plates, choppers, etc.).
· Ancillary costs such as freight and protective in-transit insurance.
· Construction costs if they are directly related to the proper installation and operation of the new equipment (e.g., structural adjustments, modifying a kitchen layout, moving a wall, widening a doorway, shelves or counters, etc.).
Purchases using NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant funds must be related to equipment and be reasonable, allocable, and necessary to be considered a permitted cost. These installation expenditures apply to any equipment being purchased with nonprofit school food service account funds.
The NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant
The USDA NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant provides funds to state agencies to distribute to NSLP operators, through a competitive grant process, described in the SCNP Director’s Memo #2024-2025-05. 
As future NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant funds are awarded to Virginia, an SCNP Director’s Memo will be released with information on how to apply.
For More Information
For more information, please contact your assigned SNP regional specialist or the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
SCC/ST/cc
image1.gif




