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Pre-Pandemic Declines Worsened by Pandemic Shutdowns
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Virginia student outcomes were declining even before the pandemic due to 
past Administrations’ systematic dismantling of high expectations. 

Trend in Math Achievement Trend in Reading Achievement



Testing Timeline
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VIRGINIA 
STUDENT SOL 

RESULTS BEGIN 
TO SHOW 

IMPROVEMENTS 
IN MATH AND 

READING.

JANUARY 2022
NAEP ASSESSMENTS

MAY 2022 SOL 
ASSESSMENTS

MAY 2023 SOL 
ASSESSMENTS

JANUARY 2024 NAEP 
ASSESSMENTS

MAY 2024 SOL 
ASSESSMENTS

2022-2023 Test results show significant 
and persistent learning loss in reading and 
math for Virginia students in Grades 3-8.

Results 
released today.

NAEP results released in October 2022 show Virginia 
fourth graders recorded the largest declines in 
reading and math in the nation.



Our Commitment to Virginians
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Summer 2024

Math and ELA 
Learning 

Symposiums

VLA Principal
and Teacher 

Trainings

VLA Division Literacy
Plans

VLA Reading 
Specialist

Microcredential

August / 
September 

2024

Cell Phone-Free
Guidance Release

School Performance 
and

Support Framework
State Approval

Spring 2024

Best in Class 
K-12 ELA Standards

VLA Leadership 
Networks

Free Reading 
and Math Tutoring 

Platforms

Seat Time Flexibility

Summer 2023
Best In Class K-12 Math 

Standards

Spring 2023
Best In Class K-12

History Social Science 
Standards

Learning Acceleration 
Grants - $68.3M investment

Fall 2023
ALL In VA Announced

$418M investment

Fall 2024

Literacy Networks

Seat Time Flex
Planning

School Performance
and Support

Framework Resource 
Hub

SPSF Data Training

$50M investment into 
SPSF (introduced)

Since the beginning of the Youngkin Administration, Virginia has made record-setting investments 
in education, including a $7.3 billion increase in direct aid to K-12 public education since the 

2019-2020 biennium.
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LITERACY 

TRANSPARENCY

PERSONALIZED LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENTS

TUTORING

RIGOROUS 
EXPECTATIONS

Virginia Literacy 
Act signed

VLA Leadership 
Networks

Principal and 
Teacher Trainings

Framework 
Resource Hub

Literacy 
Networks

School Performance and 
Support Framework

Reading Specialist 
Microcredential

EO33 Cell Phone-
Free Schools signed

Bell-to-Bell policies go into 
effect (100/131 divisions)

Announced ALL 
IN Virginia

ALL IN Plans 
launch

Free personalized reading and 
math tutoring platforms

K-12 Math
Standards

K-12 English Language 
Arts Standards

Math and ELA Learning 
Symposiums

Learning 
Acceleration Grants

Seat Time 
Flexibility

K-12 History and Social 
Science Standards

Our Commitment to Virginians 2022 - Present
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Our Next Progress Report: May 2025 SOL
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All Grade 3-8 students in Virginia will take Standards of Learning (SOL) assessments in May 2025.

This will be the first time the SOLs will incorporate more rigorous content and skills required in our 
revised best-in-class Fall 2023 Math standards and Spring 2024 English Language Arts standards.

When the SOL results are released in Fall 2025, there will be two sets of proficiency data reported:

The first will maintain the 
current proficiency level and 
be incorporated into the 
accountability 
framework. This will help us 
better target resources and 
supports to the students, 
schools, and communities 
that need it most.

The second will be 
previewed that is aligned to 
NAEP proficiency and to 
that of the highest states in 
the nation and give 
educators one year to 
prepare for these 
expectations.



Repeating our Message from August 20, 2024:
Making Progress, But Much Work Remains

9

COVID Learning Loss demonstrated 3rd thru 8th graders suffered significantly from lowered expectations 
and extended school closures.
• 2022 NAEP results showed Virginia 4th Graders with the nation’s largest learning loss in Reading and Math.
• SOL scores confirmed over 60% of 3rd thru 8th graders failing or near-failing in reading and math.
• The lowered 2020-21 SOL proficiency cut scores masked the dramatic drops in post-pandemic student performance.
• Certain student reporting groups, including English Learners and students with disabilities saw even greater learning loss.

Chronic absenteeism also increased significantly and meaningfully impacted student performance.

ALL In Virginia, a $418M multi-year effort, launched in the fall of 2023 to provide multi-year intensive 
tutoring, lessen chronic absenteeism, and accelerate Virginia Literacy Act roll-out.
• While all school divisions embraced ALL In, some were slower getting started and used different tools.
• 70% of school divisions showed improvement in reading, 75% in math.

Overall, Grade 3-8 reading and math scores improved albeit at different rates. Chronic absenteeism 
was reduced 16%. ALL In is working, but school divisions must continue with the multi-year effort to 
address the on-going impacts of COVID learning loss.

When it comes to our students, Virginia is ALL In.



NAEP 2024 RESULTS
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January 2024 NAEP Grade 4 Reading
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2024 Virginia public average scale 
score (0-500)

214 (no change)
2024 National public average scale

score (0–500)

214 (-2)
11

jurisdictions significantly higher

30
jurisdictions not significantly 

different

11
jurisdictions significantly lower
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January 2024 NAEP Grade 4 Mathematics
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2024 Virginia public average scale 
score (0-500)

238 (+2)
2024 National public average scale

score (0–500)

237 (+2)
9

jurisdictions significantly higher

30
jurisdictions not significantly 

different

14
jurisdictions significantly lower
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January 2024 NAEP Grade 8 Reading
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2024 Virginia public average scale 
score (0-500)

256 (-4)
2024 National public average scale

score (0–500)

257 (-2)
16

jurisdictions significantly higher

24
jurisdictions not significantly 

different

12
jurisdictions significantly lower
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January 2024 NAEP Grade 8 Mathematics
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2024 Virginia public average scale 
score (0-500)

275 (-4)
2024 National public average scale

score (0–500)

272 (-1)
22

jurisdictions significantly higher

11
jurisdictions not significantly 

different

20
jurisdictions significantly lower
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Promising Trends
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Challenges

In  Grade 4 Reading:

• Economically Disadvantaged students scored 9 
points higher in 2024. They also increased their level 
of NAEP Proficient or above by 5 percentage points.

• English Learners increased their score by two points 
in 2024, and EL students NAEP Proficient or above 
increased by 1 percentage point.

In Grade 4 Mathematics:

• Black students reduced the performance gap 
with their White peers by 8 points.

• Students with Disabilities increased their level 
of NAEP Proficient or above by 4 percentage points.

• Economically Disadvantaged students scored 7
points higher in 2024.

In Grade 8 Reading:

• The average score for all students was 4 points 
lower in 2024. The average score is also one point 
below the nation.

• The average score for students with disabilities 
decreased 10 points. The performance gap 
between students with disabilities and their peers 
increased by 7 points.

In Grade 8 Mathematics:

• The average score decreased by four points 
in 2024.

• Economically Disadvantaged students scored 4 
points lower in 2024.

• English Learners saw a decrease in their score by 
five points in 2024.



MODELS OF SUCCESS
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Appendix
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Grade 4 Reading
Average Scale Scores
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Grade 4 Mathematics
Average Scale Score
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Grade 8 Reading
Average Scale Scores
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Grade 8 Mathematics
Average Scale Scores
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