	
	
	



Virtual Learning Instructional Model: 6-12 
PRE-K INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS

Learner-centered activities are central in early childhood education. The needs and interests of the child should always be at the center of planning for activities and learning that occurs throughout the day.

Virtual Learning Considerations 
· Communication with students and families: In this learner-centered pathway, teachers maintain regular office hours to make themselves available at consistent times to meet with students, check their progress, and support their learning.
· Differentiation: Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.
· Teachers should refer to their appropriate Standards of Learning in order to ensure educational expectations.
Early Childhood and Instructional Supports resources

Instructional Materials - Resources can be found at VDOE's Teaching and Learning webpage.

Additional instructional Materials 
· Interest-Based Learning: Following Children’s Lead
· 10 Things Every Parent Should Know About
· Five Essentials to Meaningful Play

Resources for differentiation 
· English Learners: WIDA, Colorín Colorado
· Students with Disabilities: Understood, National Center for Learning Disabilities
· Gifted Learners: National Association for Gifted Children

Instructional Recommendations
· Provide children and families with a Choice Board (use simple words and pictures) of activities that can easily be completed. Allow children to pick several activities from the Choice Board at various times during the day.
· Provide opportunities for children to choose an activity from a Choice Board, make a plan, and carry out the plan.
· Encourage children to be physically active each day by running in place, jumping, and dancing to music. Be sure to provide ideas for adapting physical activities for children who are physically disabled.
· Provide guidance to parents on how to follow their child’s lead during learning activities.
· Teachers should establish a predictable schedule to communicate with caregivers (examples: weekly check-ins with each family, open-ended discussion with the child, have parents take pictures of work and submit through an app/email, weekly or daily “challenges” to showcase learning, etc.)
· Maximize this time to strengthen school and home connections and family engagement. As teachers work with families, promote a community of respect that considers the various cultural, racial, and linguistic backgrounds of parents and caregivers.

Sample Daily Schedule
Children’s learning time may vary depending on their needs and interests. A suggested time frame follows.
•Reading/Literacy - approximately 10-20 minutes
•Mathematics - approximately 10-20 minutes
•Social/Emotional - approximately 5-10 minutes
•Adult-Child Interactions - throughout the day
The teacher provides an introduction of the concept(s), with options for virtual or non-virtual strategies. Delivery methods may include video, web links, games, take-home resources, or hands-on kits.
The teacher or family/caregiver follows the lead of the child as they explore the concept by (building on children’s interest, providing choices, and encouraging children to express ideas).
Families are encouraged to develop routines that incorporate unstructured time for physical activity and creative play into the day.
Families/caregiver should ask questions that prompt discovery while providing supervision.



Resource to Support Diverse Learners
Suggested Strategies:
· Designated time to consult with parent and/or student to provide guidance on use of accommodations.
· Work with families to determine what goals can be worked on in this type of learning environment.
· Collaborate with General Education Teachers to ensure that assignments are accessible to students with disabilities in accordance with their IEP accommodations.
· Provide a schedule and routine that is visual and predictable for parents/students to follow.
· Provide resources that offer consistency including the continuous learning plan, and structure in the new learning including visual supports for parents and students to utilize within the home.
· Use wait time, multisensory approaches, modeling (“I do, You do, We do”), and graphic organizers. 
· Use 1:1 instruction virtually when feasible.
· Allow for student choice to show learning in various ways.
· Modify certain assignments and materials, as appropriate, in alternate formats to facilitate effective communication for individuals with various types of disabilities.
· Create highly motivating, interest-based activities based on standards.
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