	
	
	



Virtual Learning Instructional Model: K-5
The learner-centered pathway prioritizes open-ended discovery and maximizes opportunities for interdisciplinary and authentic learning experiences rooted in student-selected learning opportunities. Teachers and students use a wide range of online and offline resources to understand and consistently apply understanding of big ideas toward the creation of work products that they share with their classmates, families, and local community.

Virtual Learning Considerations 
· Teachers should refer to the appropriate Standards of Learning in order to ensure educational expectations.
· Communication with students and families: In this learner-centered pathway, teachers maintain regular office hours to make themselves available at consistent times to meet with students, check their progress, and support their learning.
· Differentiation: Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.

Instructional Materials - Resources can be found at VDOE's Teaching and Learning webpage.

Resources for differentiation 
· English Learners: WIDA, Colorín Colorado
· Students with Disabilities: Understood, National Center for Learning Disabilities
· Gifted Learners: National Association for Gifted Children

Instructional Recommendations
· Ensure content integration throughout all learner-centered experiences.
· Provide choice boards or lists of tasks that allow students to choose and make decisions about tasks pertaining to an essential idea.
· Use checklists to support understanding.
· Ensure that learning activities are aligned to the Virginia Standards of Learning.
· Host daily and weekly individual, small-group, or whole-class meetings to maintain, sustain, and expand a sense of community and reduce isolation.

Weekly Agenda 
(Maximum Daily Learning Time for K-2 is 60 minutes; Maximum Learning Time for 3- 5 is 90 minutes); Every day, students should be reading a self-selected text for a minimum of 20 minutes (i.e. independent reading, read aloud, read with someone, etc.).

Day 1
Provide a hook for students using video/article/primary documents.
· Introduction of problem/theme of the week
· Posing a notice and wonder question
· Introducing learning choices

Day 2-4
Explore learning topics through choice board activities.

Day 5
Class check-in/ feedback/ reflective conversation where students present their learning from the week (5C -Communicator).

K-2 Choice Board Examples: Past and Present
The teacher will provide choice board to students that addresses topics related to weekly theme of “Past & Present” such as samples listed.
· Looking at photographs and asking and answering questions
· Writing interviews/journaling
· Positional words
· Counting
· Creating tally charts and graphs
· Songs/poems/rhyming words
· Timeline/sequential order
· Life processes

3-5 Choice Board Examples: Weather Tracking
Teacher will provide choice board to students that address topics related to the overarching idea of “Weather Tracking,” such as:
· Watch videos/news and record/journal different types of weather or complete a see/think/wonder graphic organize.
· Collect data to represent weather.
· Graph weather data.
· Read paired passage sets.
· Take a nature walk and journal about observations.
· Research a type of weather.
· Complete a cause-and-effect organizer about the impact of weather on organisms.
· Record your own weather forecast (write a script and include your weather research, add graphs, create a background).

K-5 Resource to Support Diverse Learners
Suggested Strategies:
· Designated time to consult with parent and/or student to provide guidance on use of accommodations.
· Work with families to determine what goals can be worked on in this type of learning environment.
· Collaborate with General Education Teachers to ensure that assignments are accessible to students with disabilities in accordance with their IEP accommodations.
· Provide a schedule and routine that is visual and predictable for parents/students to follow.
· Provide resources that offer consistency including the continuous learning plan, and structure in the new learning including visual supports for parents and students to utilize within the home.
· Use wait time, multisensory approaches, modeling (I do, you do, we do), and graphic organizers. 
· Use 1:1 instruction virtually when feasible.
· Allow for student choice to show learning in various ways.
· Modify certain assignments and materials, as appropriate, in alternate formats to facilitate effective communication for individuals with various types of disabilities.
· Create highly motivating, interest-based activities based on standards.

Sample Agenda:
*Maximum Daily Learning Time for K-2: 60 minutes
*Maximum Learning Time for 3- 5: 90 minutes

· Every day, students should be reading a self-selected text for a minimum of 20 minutes (i.e. independent reading, read aloud, read with someone, etc.).
· Multisensory Reading Strategies- provide a schedule for students to complete one activity a day.
· Reading response to a book they have read or one that was read aloud via phone, email, Google doc, etc. Share an open-ended question based on student interests to engage students in learning.
· Provide direct instruction with opportunities for student to have guided practice.
· Assign students a reflection of learning through a journal, letter, drawing, or email to friends, family or teachers.
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