Virtual Learning Instructional Model: 6-12 English 

Virtual Learning Considerations 
Teachers should refer to the 2024 English Standards of Learning in order to ensure educational expectations.
· Communication with students and families: In this learner-centered pathway, teachers maintain regular office hours to make themselves available at consistent times to meet with students, check their progress, and support their learning.
· Text Access: When possible, schools are encouraged to send texts home with students. PDFs of texts in the public domain should be made available, as well as audio versions of texts (ex- read aloud posted in closed access communities like Google Classroom). Further, partnerships with local libraries may be leveraged to increase text access. Encouraging the use of texts already in the home (including family recipes, old papers and magazines, religious texts) may empower additional student choice.
· Literature Circles: Student discussion can be centered around a topic (i.e. traits of a strong protagonist) or athame (i.e., empathy) and is based on the text they read that week.
· Media Literacy: Students select news sources to critically analyze for bias and validity.
· Composition: Students will write in a variety of modes, including formal writing (persuasive, narrative, descriptive, expository and/or analytical response) and informal writing (journaling, creative writing, blogging, storytelling, etc.). They may also create primary sources by documenting their experiences in writing or another medium.
· Project-Based Learning: Students create a product (examples: podcast, fiction, poetry, video, art, newspaper, song/rap, graphic story, scrapbook, speech, etc.) to be shared with their peers (or other audiences).
· Differentiation: Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.

Instructional Materials - Resources can be found at VDOE's Teaching and Learning webpage.

Resources for differentiation 
· English Learners: WIDA, Colorín Colorado
· Students with Disabilities: Understood, National Center for Learning Disabilities
· Gifted Learners: National Association for Gifted Children

Instructional Recommendations

Students should be reading fiction and/or non-fiction texts every day. These texts are most engaging and most effective in a distance and home learning context when students choose the grade-level appropriate texts they read. Student voice, choice, and pace are similarly vital in how students communicate about what they have read, whether through writing or other modes. This may vary based on student interest, the resources students have available, or what a student feels are most appropriate for their learning. Students should have the opportunity for meaningful practice of each of the ELA strands in an integrated manner on a weekly basis. While they may be practiced individually, the integration of multiple strands in any given learning experience is ideal. While the sample schedules, strategies, and resources outlined below are designed to apply to the breadth of secondary English instruction, close attention should be given to ensure appropriate rigor. 

Fiction/Non-Fiction
•Students should read and engage in fiction or non-fiction texts on a daily basis. It is important that students be given the ability to choose texts based on their interests, individual academic needs, or family context.

Writing
•Students should respond in writing to the texts that they’ve chosen to read. While all students should be given practice writing with the modes outlined in the standards, it is also vital to offer students the opportunity to express themselves inwriting in a way that is authentic to them. This may include additional writing that is solely student-generated and not text-dependent.

Communication and Multimodal Literacy
•Students will interact with digital resources that empower them to understand and communicate understandings about their world. Great leeway should be given in how students choose to communicate learning that is rooted in the text.

Research
•Students should be given the opportunity to pursue additional research in topics that interest them from their reading.

Weekly Agenda 
· Selection of text
· Provide guidance for students on choosing texts based on the theme.
· Conduct conferences with students on what texts they have selected and why and provide support for those who’ve not been able to identify a text.
· Written response
· Create opportunities for students to respond to what they have read through a variety of different styles of writing, both formally and informally.
· Provide student choice as to the most effective way to communicate their understanding/reflection/analysis/criticism. This may resemble an expository, persuasive, or analytic essay or may be a mode of creative writing like poetry where students are asked to mimic an author’s craft.
· Use conferencing and feedback from teachers and peers, to emphasize the recursive process of writing.
· Use of text-independent creative writing is also an appropriate path; by empowering students to write creatively teachers empower students’ self-expression.
· Further exploration (research)
· Create guidance for students to pursue answers to questions they have generated via the reading of their text and their writing process. This can include media savvy online research but should also encourage offline models like interviews with family, community members, and others.
· Support this research through guidance around media literacy, appropriate citations, and types of synthesis.
· Showcase multimodal communication of key learnings.
· Provide students with guidance around choosing an audience for their ideas. This may include publication opportunities and communication methods they feel are best suited for their work.
· Encourage portfolio-based showcases where multiple products are shared with appropriate and varied audiences.
· Use of interdisciplinary Learning Opportunities
· Seek opportunities for interdisciplinary learnings much of the work around this pathway may be asynchronous and limited by time constraints.
· Leverage the flexibility of a learner-centered pathway to develop, practice, and showcase literacy skills across all content areas. As such, teachers should consider thematic units that apply to additional core and elective content areas.
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