	
	
	



Virtual Learning Instructional Model: 6-12 History and Social Sciences

Teachers should refer to the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning for Kindergarten - Grade 12 in order to ensure educational expectations.
Virtual Learning Considerations 
· Communication with students and families: In this learner-centered pathway, teachers maintain regular office hours to make themselves available at consistent times to meet with students, check their progress, and support their learning.
· Differentiation: Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.
· Teachers should refer to the 2023 History and Social Sciences Standards of Learning in order to ensure educational expectations.
· Continuously affirm the value of the academic, emotional, and physical needs of the student and share pathways (including appropriate contacts) to support the student's overall well-being and continued success. 
· When designing learning experiences, consider the potential emotional impact of requiring students to focus on historical or current trauma. 
· Be mindful of intended and unintended outcomes.
· Create space for students to make choices that fit their personal needs, homes, and community contexts.

Instructional Materials - Resources can be found at VDOE's Teaching and Learning webpage.


Resources for differentiation 
· English Learners: WIDA, Colorín Colorado
· Students with Disabilities: Understood, National Center for Learning Disabilities
· Gifted Learners: National Association for Gifted Children

Instructional Recommendations

Be available to support students and share contact information with stakeholders.
· Publish office hours (via video conferencing, email, or telephone).
· Create a network of support for students that allows differentiation and meets their learning needs.
· Collaborate with colleagues for interdisciplinary learning and decreased student workload.
· Scaffold student learning into manageable tasks that allow student voice and choice, enhance historical thinking skills, promote literacy integration, and cross-curricular opportunities.
· Provide consistent, timely feedback to students:
· Contact through a division approved method,
· Collaborative platforms, and
· Adjust student product options to reflect accessibility for all students while maintaining equivalent rigor and outcomes.

Weekly Agenda 
Monday-Tuesday
· Students are asked to identify an issue or problem they would like the government or fellow citizens to address; OR students are asked to develop a research question about American history or world history that spans the time periods/civilizations remaining in the course.
· Students set and document goals for their learning to allow for ongoing self-assessment, peer and teacher feedback, and reflection.
· Students are provided a wide variety of credible online information resources to assist with selecting their issue or question (Library of Virginia, Virginia Museum of History & Culture, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Smithsonian Learning Lab). Students are invited to utilize assets in their homes as sources, whether they have access to online sources (multi-generational family interviews, family records, television).
Wednesday
· Students share their chosen issue or question and explain why it is important to them in an online forum where they receive teacher and peer feedback either synchronously (Google Meet, Zoom, etc.) or asynchronously (via a blog, Padlet, Flipgrid, phone calls, etc.).
Thursday-Friday
· Students begin work on a grade-level and content-area specific scaffolded research framework (accessed online or printed materials) and submit it to their teacher and/or peers for feedback. 
· Students should routinely reflect on their progress toward their learning goals.

**Following initial feedback and opportunity for reflection, students continue to conduct additional guided research on this issue or question, exploring multiple perspectives and receiving regular teacher and peer feedback. 

Students can create authentic products of choice to demonstrate learning and make meaningful contributions to the world. 

Authentic assessments may include final products such as letters to elected officials, bills for consideration in the General Assembly, podcasts for the NPR Podcast Challenge, or poems for the Pulitzer Center’s Fighting Words poetry contest. (Note: Consult any local division regulations before requiring students to participate in contests.)
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