Fine Arts

During times where remote learning may be required in order to provide continuity of learning, fine arts courses can adjust and adapt curriculum to be delivered online.  

Virtual Learning Considerations for Fine Arts 

All Fine Arts 
· Communication: Communication with students and families: In this learner-centered pathway, teachers maintain regular office hours to make themselves available at consistent times to meet with students, check their progress, and support their learning.
· Differentiation: Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.
· Virtual learning for arts classes can focus on essential knowledge related to the 2020 Fine Arts Standards of Learning.
· To any extent possible, focus instruction on the same standards and skills that students would be receiving in the in-person classroom that day. Include learning activities aligned to the curriculum that students are missing.
· Provide opportunity for group discussion and collaboration to define problems and concerns.
· Students submit evidence of progress to the teacher, including reflections, concerns, challenges, and suggestions. 
· Break long demonstrations down into a series of shorter videos. Research shows that video clips should be kept short for optimal learning.
· Differentiation is expected based on student’s learning needs and goals. Support for families and students will be provided as necessary/required.

Dance Arts
· Share with students that practice at home can pose safety risks as the teacher is not there to make corrections and adjustments to poses. 
· Show students how they can work at home, for example, using a chair as a ballet barre. 
· Maintain a practice log can be kept demonstrating growth and learning during at-home practice sessions, and to communicate progress and challenges with the teacher. 
· Assign solo choreography projects based on themes or prompts.

Music 
· Guide students to arrange, compose, and improvise music. 
· Give students opportunities to document and share their practice sessions. Provide specific examples and questions to guide their thinking, such as: 
· What specific skill were you focused on during your practice session? 
· How does a musician, dancer, or performer get better at this skill? 
· What strategies will you take to practice? 
· Then, reflect on the session by explaining what went well and what didn’t go well. What questions do you have, or what particular skills could you use assistance? 
· Have students keep a record of the music they listen to or sing each day, including the title, artist and other information about the recording. Depending on level, students can: 
· Respond to the music with written statements describing musical aspects (examples: tempo, meter, instrumentation).
· Respond with a description of the way the music makes them feel.  
· Additionally, students could draw a picture or create movement to interpret their response to the music. 
· Create engaging virtual lessons focusing on performance skills that can be practiced at home. 

Theatre Arts
· Distance learning activities can encourage students to create, interact, perform, and respond. 
· Theatre games and improv exercises can be conducted in virtual classroom spaces to work on voice, facial expressions, and other theatrical elements.
· Teachers should attain necessary rights when streaming performances. 
· Teachers can create short video lessons on techniques that can be practiced at home.
· Conduct script readings over video calls, focusing on verbal expression and character development.

Visual Arts 
· Teachers can  guide students through steps for brainstorming, planning, creating, and sharing their idea, artworks, sketchbook assignments, and projects online.
· Create quick, engaging activities to keep students creative with materials they have at home.
· Engage in virtual museum tours.
· Show students visual art skills using short video clips. 
· Demonstrate for students how to analyze an artwork that they choose from a digital collection, such as the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, in ways such as: 
· Facilitate a process where students describe, analyze, interpret, and evaluate aspects of the work. 
· Ask students to reflect on and justify their personal opinions of the work, and to respectfully listen to/respond to the diverse opinions of others. 
· Ask students to pick out and explain relevant vocabulary terms related to the work. 
· Complete a “See/Think/Wonder” chart individually or as a class. This allows students to think deeply and notice details that they may have missed initially. 

Instructional Materials - Resources can be found at VDOE's Teaching and Learning webpage.
Additional Instructional Materials can be found at:
Virtual Learning Resources for Fine Arts Educators 
· National Art Education Association (NAEA) - Remote Learning Toolkit 
· National Association for Music Education (NAfME)  - Virtual Learning Resources 
· Educational Theatre Association (EdTA) - Distance Learning Resources 
· National Dance Educators Association (NDEO) - Resources for Teaching Dance Online 
 
