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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: February 13, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: 2025 Virginia Food for Virginia Kids Cohort Call for Applications – Due by March 21, 2025
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, is recruiting the SY 2025–26 Virginia Food for Virginia Kids (VFVK) Cohort of SFAs committed to increasing scratch cooking, local procurement, and student inspired meals. SFAs interested in participating in the SY 2025–26 VFVK Cohort must submit the online application by March 21, 2025, at 5 p.m. Attachment A is the SY 2025–26 VFVK Cohort application questions and scoring rubric. 
About VFVK
The VDOE-SCNP’s VFVK initiative builds the commitment and capacity of Virginia school divisions to increase scratch cooking, local procurement, and student inspired meals. Each year, the VDOE-SCNP works with a cohort of eight SFAs interested in, and committed to, operational change. This unique, pioneering opportunity includes strategic planning, training, group discussion, and in-person technical assistance. 
Through the VFVK initiative, Virginia SFAs have built their capacity to prepare and serve more fresh, seasonal, and student inspired meals. Bruce Davis, Supervisor of Food Service/Chef at Prince Edward County Schools and member of the SY 2023–24 VFVK Cohort, said, “participating in the VFVK Cohort has helped our division make a real positive shift by focusing on fresh produce and proteins from local farmers while moving towards more scratch cooking. Developing our own recipes and giving ownership to those preparing the meals was a great way to ensure that the food is nutritious, appealing, and tailored to the needs of the students.”
The 2025-26 VFVK Cohort
The SY 2025–26 VFVK Cohort will comprise eight Virginia SFAs committed to school meal transformation. Ideally, VDOE-SCNP will select one SFA from each of the eight Superintendent’s Regions. Attachment B is the 2025 VFVK Cohort Scope of Work that includes background information on the VFVK initiative and the activities participating SFAs will complete.
The VFVK Cohort activities will begin summer of 2025 and align with VDOE-SCNP workforce development initiatives and trainings to ensure every Virginia student has equitable access to good, healthy food at school. 
For More Information
For more information, please contact Bee Thorp, VDOE-SCNP Lead Farm to School Specialist, via email at Brittany.Thorp@doe.virginia.gov.
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Attachments
A. 2025 Virginia Food for Virginia Kids Cohort Application and Scoring Rubric
B. 2025 Virginia Food for Virginia Kids Scope of Work
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