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History and Social Science Release of Instructional 
Guides and Professional Learning Plan 
Agency Leadership Overview, March 2025 

 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the gradual release of instructional guides and the 
regional professional learning work plan to support history and social science leaders and educators with the 
implementation of the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning and the inquiry-based approach 
needed to implement the standards with integrity. The planned release and professional learning plan sessions are 
intentional, purposeful, high-level focused, and aligned to the VDOE Strategic Priority Areas.  This document also 
includes methods of communication to the Board of Education and to the field.  

Board of Education Work Session Presentation (March 26, 2025) 
A brief for the Board of Education has been developed detailing the gradual release of the instructional guides and the 
regional professional learning work plan outlined within this document: Release of History and Social Science Instructional 
Guides and Professional Learning Plan_032525.pptx 

Communications 
The following proposed Virginia Education Update newsletter articles and FAQ document have been prepared to 
announce the rolling release of the instructional guides and the regional professional learning opportunities that 
will be made available to the field:  

• Newsletter Article 1-Release: Newsletter_Template_Release of History and Social Science Instructional 
Guides_040325 - Article proposed to be released on April 3, 2025 
 

• Newsletter Article 2-Professional Learning: Newsletter_Template_History and Social Science Webinars 
for Educators and Instructional Leaders_040325 - Article proposed to be released on April 3, 2025, and run 
again on April 10, 2025 
 

• FAQ Document: History and Social Science Instructional Guides FAQ Document_April 2025.docx - FAQ to 
be released on the same date as the newsletters above on April 3, 2025, on the History and Social Science 
Standards of Learning webpage and the History and Social Science FAQ webpage. 
 

Gradual Release Schedule of the History and Social Science Instructional Guides 
The History and Social Science Instructional Guides previously released between November 15, 2024, through 
December 5, 2024, did not include dynamic and interactive elements embedded throughout. Moving forward, 
instructional guides will include enhancements with aligned resources directly within the content of the guide for 
quick accessibility. An example instructional guide with dynamic and interactive elements has been provided for 
Civics and Economics. These instructional guides are living, breathing documents that will continue to grow and 
undergo technical edits as well as expand the number of high-quality instructional materials as we work in close 

https://covgov-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/michelle_wallace_doe_virginia_gov/Documents/Office%20of%20Instruction/2024-2025%20VDOE%20Strategic%20Priority%20Areas-mcwsaved.docx?d=wfa2e1d2c117449bbb554f60e40098bb2&csf=1&web=1&e=vQ0gGX
https://covgov-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/angela_byrd-wright_doe_virginia_gov/Documents/Humanities%20Team%201-1%20Agendas/History%20and%20Social%20Science/HSS_Supplemental%20Materials/Release%20of%20History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Instructional%20Guides%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan_032525.pptx?d=w194262a5ccd7445faa9aa4d22efadcbb&csf=1&web=1&e=rYFbnS
https://covgov-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/angela_byrd-wright_doe_virginia_gov/Documents/Humanities%20Team%201-1%20Agendas/History%20and%20Social%20Science/HSS_Supplemental%20Materials/Release%20of%20History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Instructional%20Guides%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan_032525.pptx?d=w194262a5ccd7445faa9aa4d22efadcbb&csf=1&web=1&e=rYFbnS
https://covgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TM-DOE-OETCI-DeptofInstruction/Shared%20Documents/Approvals/Humanities/Newsletter_Template_Release%20of%20History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Instructional%20Guides_040325.docx?d=w463d1b7b2aab41e3826370e455577a27&csf=1&web=1&e=8fXXj5
https://covgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TM-DOE-OETCI-DeptofInstruction/Shared%20Documents/Approvals/Humanities/Newsletter_Template_Release%20of%20History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Instructional%20Guides_040325.docx?d=w463d1b7b2aab41e3826370e455577a27&csf=1&web=1&e=8fXXj5
https://covgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TM-DOE-OETCI-DeptofInstruction/Shared%20Documents/Approvals/Humanities/Newsletter_Template_History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Webinars%20for%20Educators%20and%20Instructional%20Leaders_040325.docx?d=w1012462acad64b21af8550f14609c5d8&csf=1&web=1&e=nJhdJw
https://covgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TM-DOE-OETCI-DeptofInstruction/Shared%20Documents/Approvals/Humanities/Newsletter_Template_History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Webinars%20for%20Educators%20and%20Instructional%20Leaders_040325.docx?d=w1012462acad64b21af8550f14609c5d8&csf=1&web=1&e=nJhdJw
https://covgov.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TM-DOE-OETCI-DeptofInstruction/Shared%20Documents/Approvals/Humanities/History%20and%20Social%20Science%20Instructional%20Guides%20FAQ%20Document_March2025.docx.docx?d=w9fe6fb1f08894843a4ff1f47e33d1969&csf=1&web=1&e=JPNEEH
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/standards-of-learning-1276
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/standards-of-learning-1276
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/standards-of-learning/2023-history-and-social-science-sol-faq
https://covgov-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/christonya_brown_doe_virginia_gov/Documents/Desktop/Civics%20and%20Economics%20Instructional%20Guide-WEBSITE%20Version%20wLinksdocx.docx?d=w01629db4c4244c22934f891c37ee3c8a&csf=1&web=1&e=Uz86jR


   
 

2    History and Social Science Agency Leadership Overview| March 2025  VDOE| doe.virginia.gov 

partnership with the field, museums, and other cultural institutions. The field will be notified of technical edits 
when they occur.    

Grade Level/Course Grouping Date 

Grade 7 - Civics and Economics* Week of April 7, 2025 
Grade 12 - Virginia and United States Government* Week of April 7, 2025 
Grade 5 - United States History to 1865* Week of April 14, 2025 
Grade 6 - United States History: 1865 to the Present* Week of April 14, 2025 
Kindergarten Week of April 21, 2025 
Grade 1 Week of April 21, 2025 
Grade 8 – World Geography Week of April 21, 2025 
Grade 3 Week of April 28, 2025 
Grade 9 – World History and Geography to 1500 Week of April 28, 2025 
Grade 2 Week of May 5, 2025 
Grade 10 – World History and Geography: 1500 to the Present Week of May 5, 2025 
Grade 4 – Virginia Studies Week of May 12, 2025 
Grade 11 - Virginia and United States History Week of May 12, 2025 

 

Professional Learning Work Plan 
The History and Social Science Program staff will provide in-person and virtual regional professional learning 
sessions beginning May 2025 through fall 2025 by multiple means to ensure that teachers and those that support 
them (e.g., principals, central office personnel, directors) will learn about the instructional guides’ purpose, 
intention, structure, content, and context for implementation. Further announcements of such training will be 
provided in upcoming Virginia Education Update newsletters.  

To note, as the History and Social Science Program staff receive invitations to regularly held regional supervisors of 
History and Social Science meetings (in-person and virtual), appropriate approvals will be obtained for travel in 
order to strengthen relationships with the field and work side-by-side with these leaders to ensure successful 
implementation, particularly due to the delay in receiving the instructional guides.  

Projected Date(s) and Time(s) 

Week of May 19, 2025      
History and Social Science leaders will have two opportunities 
in which to attend the webinars to accommodate their 
schedules. 

Title 
2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning 
Instructional Guides Overview for History and Social Science 
Leaders   

Mode (e.g., webinar, in-person) Webinar  
Audience History and Social Science Leaders 

Description and Justification 
Provide follow-up professional learning, and wrap-around 
services for history and social science for school divisions. The 
focus of the sessions will be on the 2023 History and Social 
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Science Standards of Learning, changes, and sharing ideas 
regarding support for curriculum development:  

• Option 1: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 (10-11 a.m.)  
• Option 2: Thursday, May 22, 2025 (1-2 p.m.)  

Next Steps/Outcomes 
A survey will be administered to gather feedback to inform 
future sessions. 

VDOE Strategic Priority Area(s) Alignment Goal 2: Increase rigor and accountability for all students. 
 

Projected Date(s) and Time(s) 

Weeks of June 23, 2025, and August 18, 2025  
Educators will have two opportunities to attend sessions of 
their choice so to accommodate their division and personal 
schedules. 

Title By course (see below) 
Mode (e.g., webinar, in-person) Webinar 
Audience History and Social Science Educators  

Description and Justification 

The HSS program will work with educators by course to teach, 
discuss, and learn about the instructional implications of the 
2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning. These 
meetings are meant to provide a forum for regional 
collaboration after the HSS Leaders meetings. It will provide a 
scaffolded approach for the regions in various stages of 
utilization of inquiry. The topics are as follows:  

• Option 1: Week of June 23, 2025  
 Monday, June 23, 2025 (10 a.m.)-VS, USI, USII 
 Tuesday, June 24, 2025 (10 a.m.)-CE& Govt  
 Wednesday, June 25, 2025 (9 a.m.)-K-3 
 Wednesday, June 25, 2025 (11 a.m.)-VUS  
 Thursday, June 26, 2025 (10:00 a.m.)-WG, WHI, 

WHII  
• Option 2: Week of August 18, 2025  

 Monday, August 18, 2025 (10 a.m.)-VS, USI, USII 
 Tuesday, August 19, 2025 (10 a.m.)-CE& Govt  
 Wednesday, August 20, 2025 (9 a.m.)-K-3 
 Wednesday, August 20, 2025 (11 a.m.)-VUS  
 Thursday, August 21, 2025 (10 a.m.)-WG, WHI, 

WHII 

Next Steps/Outcomes 
A survey will be administered to gather feedback to inform 
future sessions. 

VDOE Strategic Priority Area(s) Alignment Goal 2: Increase rigor and accountability for all students. 
 

Projected Date(s) and Time(s) Starting June 10, 2025, 10-11 a.m. 
Title Quill Talks – Inquiry-based Learning (Pedagogy) 
Mode (e.g., webinar, in-person) Webinar  
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Audience History and Social Science Leaders 

Description and Justification 

To ensure every student demonstrates mastery on the skills, 
concepts, and content in the standards, a core component of 
mastery is to incorporate inquiry into the learning process. 
Provide follow-up professional learning, and wrap-around 
services for history and social science for school divisions. The 
focus of the sessions will be on inquiry-based learning steps 
and concepts such as active learning, scaffolding, questioning, 
reading for investigation and research, predictions, information 
source analysis, writing for discussion and communication, 
and checking for understanding. These will be held once a 
month for one hour. Topics are as follows: 

• June 10, 2025: Introducing Inquiry-based Learning and 
providing support and resources to divisions new to this 
approach 

• July 8, 2025: How to create and utilize appropriate 
questions in the classroom 

• August 12, 2025: Reading for investigating and 
research; making predictions 

• September 9, 2025: Information source analysis and 
where to find the best sources for content; how to 
scaffold 

• October 14, 2025: Writing for discussion and 
communication 

• November 18, 2025: Ways to check for understanding 
using inquiry-based strategies 

• December 9, 2025: Culmination of research-based 
strategies to incorporate inquiry in the classroom and 
ways to enrich teaching and learning using these 
strategies.  

Next Steps/Outcomes 
A survey will be administered to gather feedback to inform 
future sessions. 

VDOE Strategic Priority Area(s) Alignment Goal 2: Increase rigor and accountability for all students. 

 


