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Responses to Frequently Asked Questions
Overview
What is the purpose of the History and Social Science Instructional Guides? 
The History and Social Science Instructional Guides, a companion document to the 2023 History Standards of Learning, amplify the standards by defining the understandings and skills in practice. This document should be used to support classroom instruction and serve as a transition between the 2015 History and Social Science Standards of Learning and the newly adopted standards.  
Who is the intended audience for the History and Social Science Instructional Guides? 
The instructional guides are for history and social science educators and for those who support them (e.g., principals, central office personnel, directors, superintendents).
What are the global revisions to increase rigor and depth? 
Global revisions to increase rigor and depth include improving vertical coherence between grade levels, application and connection of concepts and themes within and across grade level, and the incorporation of inquiry-based practices. 
What are the components of the History and Social Science Instructional Guides?
· Skills in Practice: History and Social Science Skills Continuum – This section outlines supporting classroom activities specifically linked to the history and social science skills. 
· Understanding the Standard – This section includes history and social science understandings and key concepts that assist teachers in planning standards-focused instruction. 
· Concepts and Connections – This section outlines concepts and supporting questions that transcend grade levels and thread through the K-12 program as appropriate at each level. 
Assessment
What is the SOL assessment implementation timeline for each history and social science course? 
At this time, the Office of Assessment plans on developing new test forms for all history and social science SOL tests aligned to the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning. For further questions regarding SOL testing, contact student_assessment@doe.virginia.gov. 

Course Sequencing
Will the course sequence be required to change for the 2025-2026 school year? 
Course sequence is only recommended by the Virginia Board of Education. It is not required to implement or change your current sequence.
Instructional Guides – In Depth
Where will the instructional Guides be posted? 
Instructional Guides are currently posted on the History and Social Science Standards of Learning website. 
Are additional resources available to support the implementation of the Instructional Guides?
Instructional supports will be accessible through the History and Social Science website. 
At the elementary level, what is suggested for teaching all of the new historical figures to our youngest learners? There are a lot of names our students must know. 
Professional learning, development, and resources will be provided to teachers and schools that directly address instructional supports for teaching the increase in content and specifically the inclusion of historical figures and events at the elementary level. It is the goal of the history and social science program to link resources and sample instructional practices to these areas.
Are there video overviews for each grade like there are for English and mathematics?
The history and social science program plan to provide video overviews for the Instructional Guides for courses similar to what other content areas have released.
When and where will a comprehensive list of the "including but not limited to" material be published? Will the "not limited to" information also be included in assessments?
There will not be a comprehensive list of “including but not limited to” published. The History and Social Science Standards of Learning, supported by the History and Social Science Instructional Guides, define Understandings, Supporting Questions, and Skills in Practice. The standards and instructional guides are not intended to encompass the entire curriculum for a given grade level or course. School divisions are to incorporate the standards and instructional guides into a broader, locally designed curriculum. 
The instructional guides delineate in greater specificity the minimum content that all teachers should teach, and all students should learn. Teachers are encouraged to go beyond the standards and content by using instructional strategies and assessment methods appropriate for their students to provide relevance and help make connections. Additional details, such as the names of individuals whose study further enriches the standards and clarifies the concepts under investigation, will be found in the instructional guides. 


We need to have a more detailed plan of what has been taken out and what has been replaced to know what to spend more time on.
The details are provided in the 2015-2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Crosswalk.
How can teachers use Instructional Guides to build units of instruction? 
Instructional guides provide more support than the previous curriculum frameworks when building units. The standards are provided; and with each standard, there are Essential Understandings. The Concepts and Connections provide an overarching theme to build the unit and make connections to other concepts in previous themes or foreshadow themes to come. Using the examples from the Skills in Practice section, teachers are able to develop learning experiences, small checks for understanding, and assessments while providing an opportunity to apply history and social science skills. The history and social science program will be developing professional learning opportunities around Understanding the Instructional Guides to plan for classroom instruction.

How might teachers integrate the Concepts and Connections section? 
Throughout the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning, there are recurring concepts such as Culture, Time, Change, and Freedom. Teachers can use them to make connections between different units. For example, studying the movement and motivation of the European explorers during the 15th and 16th centuries is similar or dissimilar to the movement and motivation of the Americans during Westward Expansion during the early 19th century. Concepts and Connections help build background knowledge, relevancy, and make connections for deeper understanding. The history and social science program will be developing professional learning opportunities around Concepts and Connections to not only connect the content within the discipline, but also across disciplines.

How do these Instructional Guides encourage inquiry?
The staple of inquiry-based learning is the use of sources (primary and secondary), questions, and tasks. Sources provide the content, questions promote critical thinking and provide an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of the sources, and tasks give an opportunity to apply and use disciplinary skills. 
Textbooks and High-Quality Instructional Materials
Since the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning are expected to be fully implemented during the 2025-2026 school year, are there recommended textbook lists available?
The history and social science program will follow the Board approved textbook and high-quality instructional materials process. Announcements regarding the history and social science textbook and high-quality instructional materials process will be provided via the Virginia Education Update Newsletter and the History and Social Science website. 
Will there be a state database for us to pull materials from with the major changes to the standards? 
The 2015-2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Crosswalk document reflects changes within each grade level and course. Educators should monitor the History and Social Science website for additional information. 
How will strategies and resources for differentiation be provided to the divisions for students with disabilities and multilingual learners? What specific professional learning opportunities and supports will be put in place to implement the instructional guides specifically for these students?
Strategies and resources for differentiation will continue to be provided by different offices and programs across the agency. For example, the Offices of Advanced Learning, Special Education Instructional Services, and Humanities work collaboratively with the history and social science program. These supports will be reflected in the resources provided and professional learning and development offered.
Professional Learning and Development
How and when will content and course specific professional learning be offered for division and school leaders and instructional staff? 
Professional learning opportunities will be made available to prepare for the implementation of the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning. Offerings will be announced via the Virginia Education Update Newsletter and other communication platforms detailing the content and registration information. 
What opportunities will be available for teachers to improve their instructional skills for inquiry-based learning?
The primary instructional focus for the history and social science program and full implementation of the 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning will be on the use of inquiry-based learning. The history and social science program will be developing professional learning opportunities that focus on teaching these concepts; meeting teachers where they are in learning inquiry-based strategies; and giving time to practice and grow their understanding. 
Using historical inquiry, much like the scientific method, can improve [student’s] comprehension and engagement. The use of the scientific method to teach history is an adaptable, replicable approach. Because it engages students in critical thinking and assessment, the method reinforces the fact that the end result of a history class should not be what can be remembered, but rather what can be done (Teaching History with the Scientific Method| Edutopia). 
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