SCNP (Dir.) Memo #2024-2025-68
[image: Virginia State seal, Commonwealth of Virginia - Link to Superintendent's Memos page]
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: April 3, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Kelly Shomo, MPH
SUBJECT: Seeking Hosts for 2025 Culinary Training Workshops – Response Due April 11, 2025, at 5 p.m.
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, is currently seeking hosts for the following 2025 culinary training opportunities:
· Summer Manager Workshops:
· Intended audience: School Cafeteria Managers and Assistant Managers
· When: June-August 2025
· Culinary Workshops for Frontline Cafeteria Staff
· Intended audience: Frontline cafeteria staff (line cooks, cashiers, etc.)
· When: June-August 2025
· Culinary Bootcamps:
· Intended audience: SNP Directors and Culinary Specialists
· When: June-August 2025
· Produce Academy:
· Intended audience: SNP Directors and Purchasing Agents
· When: September 2025
The culinary trainings are designed to assist school nutrition professionals with advancing skills necessary for preparing scratch-made student-inspired meals using locally sourced ingredients. Those interested in hosting the trainings must complete the respective host volunteer form(s) by April 11, 2025, at 5 p.m. Once hosts are confirmed, the VDOE-SCNP will distribute additional details including registration links. 


Summer Manager Workshops and Culinary Workshops for Frontline Cafeteria Staff
The VDOE-SCNP has contracted the Culinary Institute of America (CIA) to conduct these two training opportunities. The Summer Manager Workshop and the Culinary Workshop for Frontline Cafeteria Staff will each include a daylong workshop conducted in up to 30 locations across the Commonwealth between June-August 2025. 
The CIA is seeking hosts that can accommodate both workshops. However, SFAs are encouraged to complete the volunteer form even if they are only able to accommodate one of the workshops. Hosts must be able to accommodate up to 60 attendees per workshop (per day). Additional host requirements are included in the host volunteer form. Those interested in hosting must complete the Summer Manager Workshop and Frontline Staff Workshop Host Volunteer Form by April 11, 2025. 
Culinary Bootcamps for Virginia School Nutrition Directors and Culinary Specialists
The VDOE-SCNP has contracted the Chef Ann Foundation to conduct eight, four-day Culinary Bootcamps for Directors and Culinary Specialists between June-August 2025. Hosts must be able to accommodate between 14-22 attendees per workshop. Additional host requirements are included in the host volunteer form. Those interested must complete the Culinary Bootcamp Host Volunteer Form by April 11, 2025.
Produce Academy for School Nutrition Directors and Purchasing Agents
The VDOE-SCNP contracted Rouxbe, Inc. to conduct two, three-day Produce Academies for Directors and Purchasing Agents in September 2025. Hosts must be able to accommodate up to 35 attendees per workshop. Additional host requirements are included in the host volunteer form. Those interested must complete the Produce Academy Host Volunteer Form by April 11, 2025.
Benefits of Hosting
Host divisions will receive registration priority for their training location. By offering trainings close to home, host divisions can minimize travel for their staff and increase staff participation. Staff can also enhance their learning when they attend a training in a familiar kitchen environment. By hosting these trainings, divisions communicate their commitment to enhancing their school nutrition program and their staff’s professional development.
For More Information
For more information, please contact Kelly Shomo, SCNP Training, Program Improvement, and Grants Supervisor, via email at Kelly.Shomo@doe.virginia.gov. 
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