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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: April 10, 2025
TO: School Nutrition Program Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons 
FROM: Lynne A. Fellin, Technical Advisor to the State Director
[bookmark: _Hlk130397908][bookmark: _Hlk164713697]SUBJECT: 2025 SUN Bucks (Summer EBT Program) Information
Summer EBT, known as SUN Bucks, is a USDA-funded program that provides households $120 per school-aged eligible child to purchase groceries during the summer. SUN Bucks is accepted at grocery stores and farmers' markets that accept SNAP. The Virginia Department of Social Services is the lead agency administering Virginia SUN Bucks.
Actions Required
Local education agencies are required to provide student eligibility data for SUN Bucks. The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs requires the LEA school nutrition programs administrator to share this memo and all SUN Bucks information with:
· the LEA director of technology and
· the LEA student information system (SIS) contact person.
SNP administrators, technology, and SIS contacts should attend the Summer EBT 2025 Webinar on Thursday, April 24, 2025, from 3-4:30 p.m.
· Attendees must register in advance of the webinar. Registration is open until the start of the webinar. The recording of the training will be available after the live event.
· SUN Bucks eligibility, required data that LEAs must submit, and related documentation will be reviewed during the webinar. The .csv data file format, data definitions, file flowchart, file names, and submission deadlines will be provided by email in an Excel workbook along with the recording after the webinar.
Recommended: LEAs should request households review SIS data and make updates to mailing address, parent/guardian name, etc. before the LEA creates the 2025 SEBT file in May.
Student Eligibility for 2025 SUN Bucks
Students are eligible for SUN Bucks, if the LEA has determined they are eligible for free or reduced-price meals by:
· direct certification (participation in SNAP, TANF, Medicaid income-eligible free and reduced-price, or foster care),
· categorical eligibility (status of homeless, migrant, runaway, foster care placement, and certain enrolled Head Start students), or 
· a meal application.
Students Attending CEP Schools and SUN Bucks Eligibility
All students attending a CEP school are not automatically eligible for SUN Bucks. Students in a CEP school must be approved by the LEA for free or reduced-price meals by direct certification or categorical eligibility, as described above, to be eligible for SUN Bucks. Only eligible students may be submitted in the LEA SEBT eligibility file. Any other student attending a CEP school whose family size and income meets the USDA NSLP income eligibility guidelines will have to submit a SUN Bucks application to VDSS and be determined eligible to receive benefits. LEAs and VDOE-SCNP are not responsible for accepting or approving SUN Bucks applications.
LEA SUN Bucks File Submission
The LEA SUN Bucks student data file will again have thirteen columns including (not in order): student/parent names, student date of birth, local student ID, mailing address, division name, school name, and school number. 
LEAs will submit the SUN Bucks file to VDSS through the managed file transfer portal (MFT). The LEA superintendent must provide point of contact information for technology and school nutrition for MFT valid user access and SUN Bucks file communications. The SUN Bucks addendum to the annual agreement must also be signed by the division superintendent or chief officer of a non-public school and submitted to VDOE for MFT access.
New Validation Statement for Summer 2025
The LEA superintendent or non-public school chief officer, the LEA SNP administrator, and the LEA SIS administrator will be required to sign and submit a validation statement along with the SEBT data to attest to the accuracy of the data and the eligibility of students included in the file.    
For More Information
For questions, contact Lynne Fellin, SCNP Technical Advisor to the State Director, via email at Lynne.Fellin@doe.virginia.gov or phone at (804) 418-4695.
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