
Public Charter School Standing Committee Meeting   
Draft Minutes  

  
Tuesday, July 16, 2024  

  
The Public Charter School Standing Committee (Standing Committee) met at the Library of 
Virginia (800 East Broad Street Richmond, Virginia 23219). 
 

Committee Members  
  

Ms. Mashea Ashton (Chair) Mr. Chris Braunlich 

Mr. Antione M. Green Ms. Nina Rees 

Ms. Ebony Lee -- Absent   
  

The Chair of the Standing Committee, Mashea Ashton, called the meeting to order.  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Madam Chair Ashton facilitated. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANNCE 
Madam Chair Ashton facilitated. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
Member Green made a motion to approve the amended Agenda. The motion was properly 
seconded and carried unanimously.   
   
WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS BY THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESIDENT 
GRACE TURNER CREASEY 
President Grace Turner Creasey welcomed the newly formed committee and thanked them for 
their time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Madam Chair Ashton opened the mic for public comment.  
 
Dr. Matthew Carter, resident of Fluvanna County, addressed the standing committee as a 
concerned citizen. He expressed concern regarding the Fluvanna County LIFE PREP academy 
application. He voiced apprehensions regarding the Fluvanna County LIFE PREP academy 
application. Dr. Carter expressed strong disapproval of the Fluvanna County School Board, citing 
statements made by board members indicating initial reluctance to submit the application prior 
to the submission of the application. 
 
Ms. Kelsey Kelgar raised concerns about the progress of the LIFE PREP Academy Charter School 
application. She noted a lack of community support, inconsistent support from the Fluvanna 



County School Board and she expressed concerns about the way in which the application was 
received. 
 
ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS  
Item A - Welcome and Introductions 
 
Madam Chair Ashton and members of the Public Charter School Standing Committee introduced 
themselves.  
 
Item B - Onboarding of Statutory and Legal Responsibilities  
 
Madam Chair Ashton invited Deb Love, Senior Assistant Attorney General with the Virginia 
Attorney General's Office, to present item B.  
 
Ms. Love introduced herself and provided an overview of the Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA). 
  
Item C - Standing Committee Role and Responsibilities 
 
Sofia McDaniel, Senior Innovation Policy Analyst, presented this item to the Standing 
Committee. The material for this item can be found on the Public Charter School Standing 
Committee page on the VDOE website. 
 
Madam Chair Ashton transitioned to item C and introduced Sofia McDaniel, Senior Innovation 
Policy Analyst.  
 
Ms. McDaniel presented a statutory overview on public charter schools and the process for a 
public charter school application. Ms. McDaniel also reviewed the standing committee and the 
Board’s role in the process.  
 
Ms. McDaniel reviewed the process, the timeline for feedback, and reminded the committee 
that their responsibility is to provide feedback on the public charter school and whether it 
satisfies the Board’s criteria. 
 
Item D - Discussion on Recommended Enhanced Evaluation Process and Charter School 
Application 
 
Sofia McDaniel, Senior Innovation Policy Analyst, presented this item to the Standing 
Committee. The material for this item can be found on the Public Charter School Standing 
Committee page on the VDOE website. Ms. McDaniel reviewed attachments 1-9, including 
Attachment 1:  2016 BOE Approved Charter School Evaluation Process, Attachment 2: 
Application Process Staff Recommendation Summary, Attachment 3: Proposed Public Charter 
School Application Process, Attachment 4: 2016 Board Approved Public Charter School 
Application, Attachment 5: Application Staff Recommendation Summary, Attachment 6: 
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Proposed 2024 Public Charter School Application, Attachment 7: 2016 Board Approved Public 
Charter School Evaluation Criteria, Attachment 8: Evaluation Metrics Staff Recommendation 
Summary, and Attachment 9: Proposed 2024 Virginia Charter School Evaluation Rubric. 
 
Members of the Public Charter School Standing committee recommended Item D for approval 
by the State Board of Education (4Y-0N).  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 


