
 
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

P.O. BOX 2120 
RICHMOND, VA 23218-2120

 
June 13, 2025 

 
 
Dear Division Superintendents: 
 
Across Virginia, more than 50,000 high school students a year earn college credit while in high 
school by participating in dual enrollment – partnerships between school divisions and Virginia’s 
community colleges. Today, we’re excited to share additional details that will bring even more 
value to students, families, and the Commonwealth.  
 
Dual enrollment students enjoy accelerated college credential completion, increased confidence 
in pursuing postsecondary education, and access to college resources and services. Families see 
benefits in college credit accumulation that reduces the financial burden of a college credential. 
Virginia benefits from a stronger workforce by broadening access and completion to Virginians 
who might not otherwise pursue meaningful postsecondary credentials.  In short, dual enrollment 
produces wins across the board.   
 
We’re expanding the wins produced by dual enrollment.  Through the College and Career Ready 
Virginia Program (CCRV), cost barriers are coming down for families and schools. Eligible 
students will gain no-cost access to the courses they need to earn a 15-credit Passport or a 30-
credit Uniform Certificate of General Studies, both of which are widely accepted for degree 
credit across Virginia’s universities. In short, the cost of earning a bachelor's degree just got 
much cheaper for Virginia’s families. And, more Virginia students will have access to the life-
improving power of dual enrollment leading to meaningful postsecondary credentials.   
 
VDOE and VCCS are excited to co-lead this effort, in concert with our school divisions and 
community colleges. We look forward to our high schools and community colleges leaders 
strengthening their partnerships as we collectively implement CCRV. We believe these 
strengthened ties will offer our students more opportunities to reach their academic and personal 
goals.  
 
The attached memo speaks to the implementation of CCRV. We are excited to share it with you. 
 
Sincerely,

 
 
Emily Anne Gullickson, M.Ed. J.D. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
    

 
 
Dr. David Doré 
Chancellor of Virginia Community College 
System (VCCS)  



   

 

   

 

Superintendent’s Memo #001-25 

 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 

DATE: June 13, 2025 

TO:  Division Superintendents 

FROM:  Emily Anne Gullickson, M.Ed. J.D., Superintendent of Public Instruction 

SUBJECT:  College and Career Ready Virginia Program 

Recently, several questions have arisen regarding the College and Career Ready Virginia 

Program (CCRV or Program) and the costs associated for qualified high school students to 

access postsecondary coursework through the Program. This memorandum serves to clarify what 

the statutes establishing and implementing the CCRV Program expressly require regarding who 

pays the costs for students’ completion of the Program.  

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CCRV PROGRAM 

House Bill 1087 and Senate Bill 627 (2024), now codified at Va. Code § 22.1‑237.1 et seq., 

established the College and Career Ready Virginia (CCRV) Program and Fund. Section 22.1-

237.2 provides in pertinent part, “The Board [of Education] and the State Board for Community 

Colleges shall establish the College and Career Ready Virginia Program.” Further, that “All 

funds appropriated for such purpose and any gifts, donations, grants, bequests, and other funds 

received on its behalf shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the Fund.” Lastly, 

community colleges, the Online Virginia Network Authority, and local school boards are 

prohibited from charging qualified high school students tuition or fees for enrolling and 

participating in Program courses. 

The General Assembly identified the CCRV Program in Va. Code § 22.1-237.3 as consisting of 

“dual enrollment and participation of qualified high school students at the high school in college 

courses pursuant to the Passport Program and the Uniform Certificate of General Studies 

Program established in accordance with the requirements set forth in subsection B of § 23.1-

907.” 

As provided in Va. Code § 22.1-100, dual enrollment is defined as:  

the enrollment of a qualified high school student in a postsecondary course that is 

creditable toward high school completion and a career certificate or an associate 
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or baccalaureate degree at a public institution of higher education. "Dual 

enrollment" does not include the enrollment of a qualified high school student in a 

postsecondary course that is not creditable toward high school completion. 

 

Section 23.1-907 provides that the Passport Program is a one-semester program consisting of 15-

credit hours and is a component of the Uniform Certificate of General Studies Program. The 

Uniform Certificate of General Studies Program (“the UCGS Program”) is a one-year, 30-credit 

hour program. “Each [UCGS] Program and Passport Program course shall be transferable and 

shall satisfy a lower division general education requirement at any public institution of higher 

education.”  Section 23.1-907 further provides that:  

 

Each comprehensive community college shall develop agreements for 

postsecondary credit and degree attainment with the public high schools in 

the school divisions that such comprehensive community college serves 

specifying the options for students to complete an associate degree, the 

Passport Program, or the Uniform Certificate of General Studies Program 

concurrent with a high school diploma consistent with the requirements 

for the College and Career Ready Virginia Program set forth in Article 5.1 

(§ 22.1-237.1et seq.) of Chapter 13 of Title 22.1. 

The CCRV initiative directly supports the Commonwealth’s goal of ensuring all public high 

school graduates are ready for life, through enrollment in postsecondary education options, 

employment, or enlistment in the military, while removing financial barriers to early college 

credit attainment.   

REQUIREMENTS OF THE CCRV PROGRAM AS TO COSTS 

 

Section 22.1-237.3 of the Code of Virginia provides: 

  

B. (Effective beginning with course registration for the fall term of the 

2025 academic year) Each school board shall, pursuant to the Program, 

offer each qualified high school student in the local school division access 

to courses at each high school that are sufficient to complete the Passport 

Program and the Uniform Certificate of General Studies Program at a 

public institution of higher education at no cost to such student. 

  

C. (Effective beginning with course registration for the fall term of the 2025 

academic year) The System and the Online Virginia Network Authority shall, 

pursuant to the Program, offer each local school board access to courses at each 

high school, including virtual courses, that are sufficient for each local school 

board's qualified high school students to complete the Passport Program and the 

Uniform Certificate of General Studies Program at a public institution of higher 

education, at no cost to such local school board. 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title23.1/chapter9/section23.1-907/
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IMPLEMENTATION 

Beginning in Fall 2025, school divisions are required to offer qualified students access to no-cost 

dual enrollment courses that fulfill the Passport and/or UCGS Certificate.   

The Virginia Community College System (VCCS) is required to offer school boards access to 

courses so that qualified high school junior and senior students have access to the dual 

enrollment courses needed to complete a Passport and/or UCGS Certificate by the conclusion of 

the senior year. This may be accomplished through providing virtual courses to supplement a 

high school’s dual enrollment program.   

Each community college will work in collaboration with the school division or high school to 

establish a pathway of prescribed courses that leads to the completion of the 30-credit-hour 

UCGS and the 15-credit-hour Passport. Additional UCGS courses outside of the prescribed 

pathway can also be offered at the high school. For school divisions with multiple high schools, 

the prescribed UCGS pathway may differ at each school.  

All UCGS courses taught by credentialed high school dual enrollment instructors on the high 

school campus are at no cost to the student or school division. For those courses specifically in 

the high school’s prescribed 30 credit hour pathway, VCCS will ensure that the course is 

provided virtually at no cost to the student or school division, if there is no credentialed high 

school instructor to teach those required courses. (see Dual Enrollment Course Staffing 

Procedure).  

Each college will work with the high school to provide a sufficient offering of UCGS courses so 

that your (qualified) Juniors can complete the UCGS simultaneously to their graduation, and that 

your (qualified) Seniors can complete the Passport (if they have not taken any dual enrollment 

courses previously) or the UCGS (if they have taken any dual enrollment courses) prior to 

graduation.   

While there is no tuition cost for the UCGS courses (prescribed pathway and high school taught), 

the costs for textbooks and lab fees will be the responsibility of the school division.   

School divisions are highly encouraged to identify, support, and incentivize credentialed high 

school instructors to teach dual enrollment courses in your high schools. VCCS and VDOE are 

committed to working on providing alternative credentialing and educational attainment 

opportunities for interested high school instructors.  

Any disputes between school divisions and community colleges on the implementation of CCRV 

should be escalated to the community college president and division superintendent for 

resolution. Disputes that cannot be resolved between the college president and division 

superintendent should be shared with Dr. Felicia Ganther, Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic 

and Workforce Programs, at fganther@vccs.edu, who will engage the Chancellor of the VCCS 

and Superintendent of Public and Instruction.  

 

mailto:fganther@vccs.edu


Superintendent’s Memo #001-25 

   

 

For questions regarding the College and Career Readiness Virginia Program, please contact 

Brittany Everett, at (804) 750-8128 or Brittany.Everett@doe.virginia.gov. 

  

mailto:Brittany.Everett@doe.virginia.gov
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