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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: Thursday, June 26, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Christina P. Berta, Chief Operations Officer, Budget, Finance, and Operations
SUBJECT: New VDOE-SCNP State Director: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
The Virginia Department of Education is excited to welcome Sara Bennett as the new State Director of the Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs.
[bookmark: _Hlk200627601]Bennett brings extensive experience in administering Child Nutrition Programs at the state, local, and national levels. She has served in three state agencies in Colorado and Virginia, cultivating expertise in program policies and regulations, training development and implementation, grant management, technical assistance, and program compliance with state and federal regulations. As the Assistant Director for Alexandria City Public Schools’ School Nutrition Services, Bennett supported the Division’s efforts to elevate student meals through scratch cooking, kitchen modernization, and workforce development, including staffing and training. Most recently with the Child Nutrition Programs at USDA’s National Office, she led numerous training and technical assistance projects—most notably championing stronger local school food systems and partnerships through her leadership on the Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative’s School Food System Transformation Challenge Grants. 
Bennett earned a Master of Science in Human Nutrition from Colorado State University, is a Registered Dietitian, and holds the School Nutrition Specialist (SNS) credential. Under Bennett’s leadership, VDOE-SCNP will remain committed to advancing child nutrition in the Commonwealth.
For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP or CNP regional specialist, or send questions to the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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