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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: June 26, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: School Year 2025-2026 Breakfast after the Bell Application – Due July 24, 2025
Breakfast after the Bell (BaB) is the state incentive program that supports a per-meal reimbursement for breakfasts served using an alternative service model, such as grab and go, second chance, and breakfast in the classroom. BaB is available to public school divisions participating in SBP. Awarded schools will be reimbursed at the following rates per breakfast served until the allocated state funds ($1.074 million/fiscal year) are expended:
· Elementary schools: $0.05 per breakfast served
· Middle schools: $0.10 per breakfast served
· High schools: $0.10 per breakfast served
SNP administrators (as designated in SNPWeb) will receive an email with the link to the Qualtrics BaB application from noreply@qemailserver.com on June 30, 2025. Applications are due by July 24, 2025, at midnight. SFAs will be notified of the approved schools in mid-August.
Required BaB Application Documents
SFAs applying for BaB funding must complete two documents before beginning the online application, as they will be uploaded into the application:
· The BaB Application School Information Table (Attachment A).
· The BaB Certification Statement (Attachment B).
· Requires signatures from the division superintendent and the SNP director.
Applicants must finish the application once its opened, as the application link works only once. 
How the BaB Applications are Scored
The schools submitted through the BaB application are scored using a tier system:
· Tier 1: Middle and high schools with a total free and reduced lunch eligibility of 45% and above that are implementing an alternative breakfast model.
· Alternative breakfast models include breakfast in the classroom, grab-and-go, and second-chance breakfast.
· Tier 2: Elementary schools with a total free and reduced lunch eligibility of 45% and above that are implementing an alternative breakfast model and did not receive BaB funding in the previous school year.
· Tier 3: Elementary schools with a total free and reduced lunch eligibility of 45% and above that are implementing an alternative breakfast model and received BaB funding in the previous school year.
· Tier 4: All schools with a total free and reduced lunch eligibility below 45% that offer an alternative breakfast model.
· Tier 5: All schools with a total free and reduced lunch eligibility below 45% that submit a plan to increase breakfast participation with a traditional breakfast service model.
For More Information
[bookmark: _1kd9802h0aqa]More information on BaB is available from the No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices. Please email the SNPPolicy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov if there are any questions.
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Attachments
A. 2025-2026 Breakfast after the Bell Application School Information Table
B. 2025-2026 Breakfast after the Bell Certification Statement
C. Breakfast after the Bell Application Rules
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