HB2213 r

School boards; driver education behind-the-wheel training to be EBUEREEN
offered during school hours, before or after school hours, or on
weekends.

Bill Patron: Delegate Delores L. McQuinn (81 House District)

What the Bill Does:

Encourages each school board to offer driver education behind-the-wheel training opportunities either
during school hours or before or after school hours, including on weekends, in recognition of the fact that
behind-the-wheel training is an essential school-to-work skill and a vital step in the pathway to obtaining a
driver's license and cultivating well-educated teen drivers.

Why Does This Matter?

This bill will provide interested divisions with flexibility of when students can obtain behind-the-wheel
training, including outside of regular school hours.

How Does This Impact Students?

This bill provides students with flexible options before or after school and even on weekends to take the
behind-the-wheel portion of Driver Education programs if the school board chooses these options. This
makes behind-the-wheel training more accessible for students with busy academic schedules or work
commitments. It supports more teens in obtaining essential driving skills and advancing towards a driver’s
license, which is a critical life skill to transition from school to employment.

How Does This Impact School Divisions?

e Each school board shall determine whether to offer the program of driver education in the safe
operation of motor vehicles and, if offered, whether such program shall be an elective or a required
course.

e The Board of Education allows local school boards to charge a per pupil fee for behind-the-wheel
driver education. The Board may authorize a local school board's request to assess a surcharge in order
to further recover program costs that exceed state funds distributed through basic aid to school
divisions offering driver education programs.

e Each school board may waive the fee or the surcharge in total or in part for those students it
determines cannot pay the fee or surcharge. Only school divisions complying with the standardized
program and regulations established by the Board and the provisions of § 46.2-335 shall be entitled to
participate in the distribution of state funds appropriated for driver education.

e School divisions that decide to add behind-the-wheel instruction should consider best practices in
scheduling and consider whether to offer concurrent classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction.
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/46.2-335/

What Resources Are Available?

e Curriculum and Administrative Guide for Driver Education in Virginia

e Module 13 — Curriculum Guide for Behind-the-Wheel In Car instruction

e Module 13a — In Car Accommodations for Students with Special Needs

e Home-Schooled In-Car Driver Education Information Sheet

e In-Car Maneuvers Observation Records

e 45 Hour Parent/Teen Driving Guide

e Road Skills Evaluation

e Certification of In-Car Instruction

e Parent/Guardian Form Granting the School Permission to Issue Their Child a 180-Day Provisional
Driver's License

What Additional Items Will Be Released?

e Professional development opportunities are available upon request for divisions seeking to establish or
expand their in-car driver education programs.

School Division Next Steps:

e School divisions that currently do not offer behind-the-wheel instruction may consider offering
behind-the-wheel instruction, ensuring program accessibility for students.

Who 1s the VDOE Contact:

Michelle Wallace, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction
Michelle. Wallace@doe.virginia.gov
804-418-4691
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