Engaging English Learners in 
History and Social Science
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Make Social Studies Learning Visible
Help students engage with social studies concepts and demonstrate their thinking through visuals, language supports, and collaborative activities. Use clear, concrete strategies that support all learners, especially multilingual learners.
· Set clear content and language objectives using verbs from the History and Social Science standards (e.g., analyze, describe, explain, compare, narrate). 
· What questions will students answer and what language will they need to answer them? 
· Display these objectives for students in both words and visuals.
· Plan language goals (or objectives) that will further all students’ understanding of content and provide opportunities and accountability for students to develop their academic language.
· Make thinking visible with anchor charts and think-alouds.
· Use visuals and realia to support content learning through interpretive language and to supplement students’ expressive language skills.
· Consider field trips as a visual or hands-on experience. Incorporate language instruction as part of preparation and excursion.
· Create timelines to support understanding of key events.
_______________________________________________________________________
Support the Language of Social Studies
Encourage rich use of academic language by providing real-world contexts, explicitly teaching the language of history and social science, and providing sentence starters to support the use of academic vocabulary.  
· Identify content-specific and general academic language necessary to understand and communicate understanding.
· Explicitly teach the language of history and social science beyond a focus on vocabulary to support conceptual understanding.
· Engage students in comparing, analyzing, describing, and using academic language in context through the use of sentence frames and sentence starters.
· When analyzing this primary source I noticed _________.
· I think the image represents the _________ because _______.
· Guide students through structured discussions using open-ended and focused questions.
· What is going on in this photograph?
· What do you see that makes you say that?
· What more can we discover?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Connect Learning to Students’ Backgrounds and Skills
Connect social studies learning to students’ backgrounds by using relevant materials, real-life examples, highlighting diverse historical contributions, and designing tasks that reflect students’ everyday lives and responsibilities.
· Celebrate multilingualism by letting students research or draft ideas in their home language when possible.
· Activate prior knowledge to tap into students’ lived experiences and prior learning.
· Use authentic materials with consideration for cultural backgrounds.

Use Cooperative Learning Structures and Strategies
Create a supportive environment where students work together to share social studies ideas, use academic language, and make meaning of content. Structure tasks so multilingual learners have ways to participate and contribute.
· Inquiry-Based Learning offers authentic opportunities to develop language skills across all domains while providing multimodal access to content in context while building collaboration skills.
· Provide students with opportunities for collaborative processing of content, practice with content-specific language using structured prompts.
· How does your comparison connect with the other comparisons in your group?
· Provide tiered reading materials to further support differentiation in small groups.
· Use flexible and fluid grouping of students.
· Co-create norms and agreements for sharing and caring for artifacts and resources. Reinforce those norms with modeling and explaining often.  
· Ask students to “Notice” and “Wonder” about primary sources such as photographs together.
·  Teach “talk moves“ so students can engage in academic conversations.
· I would like to build on your idea. 
· I have a different idea to share. 
· Can you please clarify what you just said?
____________________________________________________________________
Reduce Cognitive Load and Allow Processing Time
By reducing cognitive load in their lessons, research has found that teachers can help English learners process and retain information better.
· Provide graphic organizers to support students processing and organizing information more effectively.
· Use consistent routines for inquiry steps to reduce cognitive load.
· Chunk new information into small parts so it is easier to remember.
· Show and explain model and sample products that meet product or performance expectations.
· Prepare a variety of ways for students to learn and practice the same information.
· Allow adequate thinking and processing time.
· Provide flexible time frames for completing tasks.

High expectations, asset-based thinking, and a growth mindset are key to student success.
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