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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: August 14, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
[bookmark: _Hlk176343894]SUBJECT: 2025 October Farm to School Events and Opportunities
October is National Farm to School Month and the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, encourages school divisions and community sponsors to celebrate Virginia farm to school events:
· Virginia Farm to School Week: October 6–10, 2025.
· Crunch Heard ’Round the Commonwealth: Thursday, October 9, 2025. 
· Register for the Crunch Heard ’Round the Commonwealth to receive the digital toolkit and marketing materials to promote your event. 
Celebrate Virginia Farm to School Week
House Joint Resolution No. 692 (2015) designates the first full week in October as Virginia Farm to School Week. This year, Virginia Farm to School Week takes place October 6–10, 2025. 
School divisions and community sponsors can celebrate Virginia Farm to School Week in countless ways, including with seasonal foods featured on menus, poster contests, farm tours, standards of learning-based lessons that feature Virginia Harvest of the Month crops, and the Crunch Heard 'Round the Commonwealth. Share celebrations on social media, using the hashtags #VACrunch and #VAFarmtoSchool and tagging @VDOESCNP.
Register for the Crunch Heard ’Round the Commonwealth  
The ninth annual Crunch Heard ’Round the Commonwealth will take place during Virginia Farm to School Week on Thursday, October 9, 2025. Across the Commonwealth, Virginians will make some noise for farm to school programs by taking a bite out of a fresh, Virginia-grown apple on the same day. To register for the event and download the free digital 2025 Crunch Toolkit and marketing materials, complete the Crunch Heard 'Round the Commonwealth Registration Form.
Virginia Farm to School Funding and Professional Development Opportunities
Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom (Virginia AITC) is currently offering grants, of up to $500, for educators to fund projects that help students learn where foods and fibers come from outside of the traditional classroom setting. Grant applications are due October 13, 2025. They are also accepting applications for teachers utilizing innovative approaches to integrate agriculture into the core curriculum. Applications are due December 8, 2025.
For More Information
For additional information on Virginia Farm to School initiatives, visit the VDOE-SCNP Farm to School webpage. 
Please direct any farm to school related questions to Bee Thorp, Lead Farm to School Specialist, via email at Brittany.Thorp@doe.virginia.gov or Sara Hazan, Farm to School Specialist, at Sara.Hazan@doe.virginia.gov. 
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