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Agenda Item: C 

 

Date:   August 28, 2025 

 

Title: Final Review of Revisions to the Board of Education Approved Courses 

to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard and Advanced 

Studies Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools 

 

Presenter:  Dr. Michelle Wallace, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction 

 

Purpose of Presentation 

Action required by state or federal law or regulation. 

 

Executive Summary 

The Virginia Department of Education reviews and proposes updates to the Board of Education 

Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard and Advanced Studies 

Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools document. The proposed changes, found in Attachment 1, 

include the following: 

 

• Added a recommendation that students seeking an Advanced Diploma complete Algebra 

II before taking Data Science (page 4); 

• Included a SCED code for Health and Physical Education-Grade 9 (not Driver Education) 

that was missing (page 14); 

• Addition of the Code of Virginia citation for the graduation requirement of Economics 

and Personal Finance (EPF) (page 18); and 

• Updated language to explicitly include International Baccalaureate (IB) Economics and 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Business Management as courses that can count for the 

graduation requirement of Economics and Personal Finance provided the Standards are 

incorporated into the IB course curriculum (page 18). 

 

The proposed updates are necessary to ensure appropriate notation of course enrollments in the 

Master Schedule Collection (MSC) by school divisions and that appropriate credits are used to 

satisfy graduation requirements, as well as to clarify answers to common questions. The Board of 

Education Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard and 

Advanced Studies Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools offers students greater flexibility to meet 

graduation requirements by allowing course substitutions to satisfy graduation requirements. The 
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course substitutions within this document do not impede other legislation, such as Seat Time 

Flexibility or 140-clock hour waivers. The document exists in a previously approved format and 

only the changes listed above are for approval at this meeting. 

 

Action Requested 

First and final review: Action requested at this meeting. 

 

Superintendent’s Recommendation 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Virginia Board of Education 

approve the updates to the Board of Education Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation 

Requirements for the Standard and Advanced Studies Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools. 

 

Rationale for Action 

The updates provide necessary clarification for school divisions regarding graduation 

requirements. 

 

Previous Review or Action 

Date: July 31, 2025 

Action: Item L: First Review of Revisions to the Board's Approved Courses to Satisfy 

Graduation Requirements for the Standard, Advanced Studies, and Modified Standard 

Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools 

 

Date: December 3, 2024 

Action: Item K: First and Final Review of Proposed Updates to the Board of Education 

Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard, Advanced, and 

Modified Standard Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools 

 

Date: August 28, 2024  

Action: Item F: First and Final Review of Updates to the Board of Education Approved 

Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard, Advanced Studies, and 

Modified Standard Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools 

 

Background Information and Statutory Authority 

Sections 8VAC20-132-50 and 8VAC20-132-51 of the Virginia Standards of Accreditation 

(Standards of Accreditation or SOA) set forth the requirements for awarding diplomas in 

Virginia. Those requirements specify which level of courses and/or subject area disciplines 

students must complete to earn either a standard or a verified unit of credit in the areas of 

mathematics, laboratory science, and history and social science. 

 

Pursuant to § 22.1-200.03 and 8VAC20-132-50, one standard credit of Economics and Personal 

Finance (EPF) is required for Virginia students to earn a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/63363/638889895106030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/63363/638889895106030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/63363/638889895106030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/state-board-data-funding/virginia-board-of-education/2024-board-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/december-2-3-2024
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/58726/638682109008530000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/58726/638682109008530000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/58726/638682109008530000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/state-board-data-funding/virginia-board-of-education/2024-board-meetings-agendas-and-minutes/august-28-2024-special-meeting
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/56568/638598440174300000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/56568/638598440174300000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/56568/638598440174300000
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter132/section50/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter132/section51/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincodefull/title8/agency20/chapter132/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter13/section22.1-200.03/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter132/section50/
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For Virginia students pursuing an International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma or International 

Baccalaureate (IB) course candidates, the added language provides clarification for school 

divisions and families about earning the EPF graduation requirement through IB Economics or 

IB Business Management. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement 

The Board of Education and Department receives requests from divisions and other stakeholders 

regarding courses that can substitute for graduation requirements through the Board of Education 

Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for the Standard and Advanced Studies 

Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools. Several school divisions have requested clarification about 

the use of IB Economics and IB Business Management to meet the EPF graduation requirement. 

 

The addition of explicit language, including the Code of Virginia reference, to this document 

eliminates further confusion in the field. Stakeholders also asked for clarification on the need to 

take Algebra II prior to Data Science. This was included in a Data Science Frequently Asked 

Questions document but was not explicit in this document. 

 

Implementation and Communication 

If approved, communication on these updates will be issued in the Virginia Education Update. 

This information will also be shared with all schools offering IB programming. The document 

will also be updated on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall in accordance with the 

Administrative Process Act. 

 

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources 

No impact at this time. 


