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Virginia Farm to School:  
Leveraging Grant Funds to Support Farm to 
School Programs

 

 

Virginia Farm to School Overview 
Financial resources and community support are critical to establishing, growing, and sustaining 

farm to school programs. While some programs are sustained with in-kind donations, such as 

tools and volunteer time, most programs require additional financial support. This resource 

identifies strategies and avenues to obtain program funding. 

Establishing a Foundation for Grant Support 

Building a Team and Setting Goals 
Robust farm to school programs require time and collaboration. When developing a Farm to School Program Team, 

include partners from within the school division, the school community, and local organizations. The Team can 

determine the answers to the following questions: 

 

 
What are the overall 

goals and objectives 

of the farm to 

school project?

 
What resources 

(e.g., funds, 

materials, and 

expertise) are 

needed to 

accomplish the 

goals?

 
Who are the project 

leads and who are 

potential project 

partners?

 
What is the timeline 

to accomplish the 

project goals?

 
How will program 

success be 

measured?

 

Preparing for Grant Management and Program Sustainability
Applying for Grants 

Each funding source has specific 

objectives and criteria that must 

be met to apply for funding. Read 

each opportunity carefully to 

ensure it will further the goals of 

the project. Connect with 

community foundations or rural 

development offices to learn 

about grant writing support 

opportunities. Learn more through 

KidsGardening.org’s grant 

application support resources.

Managing Grants 

In addition to managing grant 

activities, budgets, and timelines, 

funding sources also come with 

reporting requirements. Before 

submitting any application, ensure 

the Farm to School Program Team 

has individuals in place to help 

manage the grant activities and 

requirements, if awarded.

Sustaining Programs Beyond 

Funding Source 

Goal tracking, evaluation, and 

successful grant management can 

lead to a clear understanding of 

the resources needed to sustain a 

project. Have conversations early 

on with the Farm to School 

Program Team to determine the 

needs of the project in order to 

sustain it once the grant funding 

ends.

 

https://kidsgardening.org/grant-application-support/
https://kidsgardening.org/grant-application-support/
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Farm to School Funding Opportunities 

Funding from Within the Division 
Division Budget 

Many divisions incorporate farm to school programs within the division’s operating budget. Consider how the division 

can provide financial support to sustain the program over time. 

School Nutrition Program Support 

School nutrition funds may be used to support farm to school efforts. School Nutrition Directors are encouraged to 

reach out to the Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs (VDOE-SCNP) for 

technical assistance when using federal funds for farm to school program activities to ensure compliance with USDA 

guidelines. 

Parent Teacher Associations 

PTAs can be a great resource to start or expand farm to school activities. Connect with the PTA when forming the Farm 

to School Program Team to build a strong partnership from the start. 

Local Funding and Partnerships 
To learn more about funding opportunities at the local level, connect with partners from community foundations, civic 

organizations (such as Kiwanis, Rotary, Ruritans, etc.), hospital foundations, Community Action Network, local United 

Way office, Virginia Cooperative Extension office for local agents and master gardeners, the local Farm Bureau chapter, 

county Board of Supervisors, and athletic booster clubs. 

Funding Opportunities from Statewide Organizations and Agencies 
• Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth Grants 

• Farm Credit of the Virginias Grant Program 

• Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom Grants 

• VDOE funding, such as the Extended School Year Grant 

• Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services grants, such as the Specialty Crop Competitive Grant 
Program 

• Producers can connect with the Virginia Foundation for Agriculture, Innovation, and Rural Sustainability (Virginia 
FAIRS) for grant technical assistance. 

Funding Opportunities from National Organizations and Agencies 
• KidsGardening.org Grant Opportunities 

• Whole Kids Foundation Grants 

• Clif Family Foundation Grant Opportunities 

• USDA funding opportunities including the Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant Program and Value-Added 
Producer Grants 

Learn More 
• The Virginia Farm to School Toolkit Chapter 2 includes more information regarding funding.  

• The Virginia Farm to School Network connects stakeholders to strengthen farm to school programs throughout 
the Commonwealth.  

• The National Farm to School Network’s Weekly Newsletter includes information related to funding 
opportunities, webinars and events, and policy updates. 

• Promote programs using #VAFarmtoSchool and tagging @VDOESCNP. 

• To learn more about the Virginia Farm to School Program, visit the VDOE-SCNP’s farm to school website or 
connect with the VDOE-SCNP farm to school team. 

https://communityactionpartnership.com/
https://www.unitedway.org/find-your-united-way
https://www.unitedway.org/find-your-united-way
https://ext.vt.edu/offices.html
https://www.vafb.com/locations
https://www.vfhy.org/grants-and-funding/
https://www.farmcreditofvirginias.com/ccf
https://va.agclassroom.org/teachers/grants/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/year-round-extended-year-schools
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/sales-specialty-crop-competitive-grant-program.shtml
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/sales-specialty-crop-competitive-grant-program.shtml
https://vafairs.com/services/
https://kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities/
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/
https://cliffamilyfoundation.org/grants-program#open-call
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/43004/638143022942300000
https://virginiadoe.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9mIZoLZqb9vzuKi
https://www.farmtoschool.org/join
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/school-operations-support-services/school-nutrition/programs-promotions-and-initiatives/virginia-farm-to-school

