VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

AGENDA ITEM

Agenda Item: I

Date: September 25, 2025

Title: First Review of the Advisory Board on Teacher Education and
Licensure's Recommendation to Approve New Praxis Bridge
Program

Presenter: Rob Gilstrap, Assistant Superintendent for Education Preparation

Purpose of Presentation
Action required by state law or regulation.

Executive Summary
During the April 2025 Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure (ABTEL) meeting,

the Director of Educational Partnerships with ETS presented a new Praxis alternate testing
program, the Praxis Bridge. Currently, the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) does not
recognize this assessment option for educators to earn a Virginia License. Adding this
assessment option would provide an additional pathway, allowing current and prospective
teachers to substitute a passing score for the required curriculum in the Code of Virginia after
completing supplemental training in the subject areas in which a passing score was missed by no
more than one Standard Error of the Mean. ABTEL received an initial presentation in April and
met again in September to decide if they would make a recommendation to the Board of
Education to include this assessment option towards a Virginia license.

Action Requested
Action will be requested at a future meeting: October 23, 2025.

Superintendent’s Recommendation

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Virginia Board of Education
accept for first review the recommendation from ABTEL to approve a new Praxis alternate
testing program.

Rationale for Action
State law and Board regulations require that persons seeking initial licensure demonstrate
proficiency in the relevant content area and other core skills for educators by achieving a



qualifying score on professional assessments or meeting alternative evaluation standards as
prescribed by the Board.

Previous Review or Action
No previous review or action.

Background Information and Statutory Authority

Praxis Bridge provides candidates who nearly pass the Praxis test within 1 Standard Error of the
Mean of the state's passing score to take a professional learning module instead of retaking the
full Praxis test. ETS provides a fully aligned module that matches the area of greatest difficulty.
The module includes content overview, practice items, and a knowledge check designed to
affirm their understanding of the material.

Currently, Praxis offers the Praxis Bridge for the following tests:
e Praxis Elementary Education 5001 / 5901 / 7001 series
e Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators (5713 / 5723 / 5733)
e Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205)
e English Language Arts: Content Knowledge (5038)
e Special Education: Foundational Knowledge (5355)
e Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) tests.: Grades K-6 (5622)
e Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) tests.: Grades 7-12 (5624)

Praxis Bridge tests titles that are coming soon include:
e Mathematics (5165)
e Social Studies (5581)
e Early Childhood (5025)
e Middle School Mathematics (5164)
e Middle School ELA (5047)
e Middle School Science (5442)
e Special Education: Severe to Profound (5547)
e ParaPathways (5758/5759), and
e FElementary Education Fundamentals (8002-8006).

Candidates who nearly passed the Praxis test (within 1 Standard Error of the Mean) will be
provided with an option to complete a professional learning module instead of retaking the full
assessment. States can adopt a three-year retroactive eligibility (ETS will identify candidates
from the past three years that fit the eligibility criteria). The current cost is $50 per module.

Eligible candidates will be notified when they receive their scores. The option will be available
for purchase in their Praxis account. Candidates will have 6 months from the date of purchase to



complete the module. The asynchronous module can be completed at the candidate’s
convenience. Upon completion, candidates will receive a Certificate of Completion. Candidates
will be issued an updated Praxis Score Report within 5 business days that will indicate Alt.
Passed for the appropriate subject area test(s). For states that elect retroactive eligibility, ETS
will do a one-time email blast to all candidates from the three years prior to the adoption of
Bridge notifying them of their eligibility.

Praxis is a battery of tests used by 40+ states and territories as one of several requirements to be
met for eligibility for an initial teaching license, which is granted by the state or territory.
Praxis® Core Academic Skills for Educators (Core) is used for admission to an Education
Preparation Program (EPP), to meet licensure requirements, or serve as a diagnostic test for
EPPs. 90+ subject-area tests answerable to states’ licensure areas.

The Code of Virginia provides the authority for the Board to promulgate Licensure Regulations
for School Personnel.

Section 22.1-298.1 of the Code of Virginia states, in part, the following:
C. The Board of Education's regulations shall include requirements that a person seeking
initial licensure:
1. Demonstrate proficiency in the relevant content area, communication, literacy,
and other core skills for educators by achieving a qualifying score on professional
assessments or meeting alternative evaluation standards as prescribed by the
Board;
2. Complete study in attention deficit disorder;
3. Complete study in gifted education, including the use of multiple criteria to
identify gifted students; and
4. Complete study in methods of improving communication between schools and
families and ways of increasing family involvement in student learning at home
and at school.
Code of Virginia, Section 22.1-16. Bylaws and regulations generally.
Code of Virginia, Section 22.1-299. License required of teachers.
Code of Virginia, Section 22.1-305.2. Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure.

The Licensure Regulations for School Personnel state, in part, the following:

8VAC20-22-40. Conditions for Licensure.

B. All candidates who hold at least a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited
college or university and who seek an initial Virginia teaching license shall obtain
passing scores on professional teacher's assessments prescribed by the Virginia Board of
Education. With the exception of the career switcher program that requires assessments


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-298.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter2/section22.1-16/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter15/section22.1-299/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter15/section22.1-305.2/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter23/

as prerequisites, individuals shall complete the professional teacher's assessment
requirements within the three-year validity of the initial provisional license....

8VAC20-22-70. Additional Endorsements.

A. An individual who holds a teaching license may add an additional endorsement to the license
by passing a rigorous academic subject test for endorsements in which a test is prescribed by the
Virginia Board of Education. This testing option does not apply to individuals (i) who are
seeking an early/primary education preK-3 or elementary education preK-6 endorsement, special
education endorsements, or a reading specialist endorsement or (ii) who hold a Technical
Professional License, Vocational Evaluator License, Pupil Personnel Services License, School
Manager License, or Division Superintendent License.

Stakeholder Engagement
During the September 8, 2025, meeting, ABTEL recommended that the Board grant approval for
the new Praxis alternate testing program.

Implementation and Communication

Upon adoption by the Board, a written communication will notify each educator preparation
programs and Virginia school divisions of the approval of the new Praxis alternate testing
program. The new program will be listed on the VDOE’s website.

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources
The administrative impact of this process will be absorbed within existing agency resources.



