Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) Model
Transitional Bilingual
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Transitional Bilingual Programs utilize a student’s home language as a strong foundation to support English language development instruction. This program is designed for an incremental transition from instruction in the student’s home language to all instruction being delivered in English (typically by mid-late elementary school). 
Goal: What is the purpose of this model?
· The primary purpose of this model is to utilize instruction in the primary language to facilitate the transition to instruction in English. This process provides a strong academic foundation in the student’s primary language while developing English proficiency.
Who is served in this model?
· This model is designed for English Learners (ELs) who share the same primary language.
How is this model implemented?
Staffing 
Successful implementation relies on qualified bilingual staff and specialized EL expertise.
· Teachers must hold the appropriate content endorsement (e.g., Math, Science, Social Studies, English Language Arts) and ESL endorsement.
Setting
· This program typically takes place within the existing school structure and is most common in K-5 education.
· It can be implemented through a whole school model or as a strand within a school (certain classes/cohorts)
· Instruction is delivered in a standard classroom setting.
Instruction
The instructional approach is dual-focused, with content learning initially supported through instruction in the student’s primary language.
· A portion of content instruction is taught in the primary language for a specific duration, typically 2–4 years (early-exit) or 4–6 years (late-exit) models.
· Bilingual resources are readily available to support the curriculum.
· The teacher proactively plans and instructs students on how to bridge vocabulary from their home language to English to facilitate transfer of literacy and content knowledge.
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