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Dual Language Immersion (DLI) programs utilize a primary language in addition to English for instruction. The program generally requires approximately equal numbers of students who are native English speakers and students with a common primary language other than English (e.g., Spanish, Mandarin, French, etc.). The program maintains and develops students’ language and literacy skills in their primary language and culture while introducing and developing skills in a second (target) language.
Goal: What is the purpose of this model?
The overarching goal of this program is to develop bilingualism and biliteracy in English and an additional language.
· Utilizes instruction in two languages (English and a partner language) to develop high proficiency in both.
· Benefits students by providing them with a strong academic foundation in multiple languages and helps them succeed academically and professionally in a global world. 
Who is served in this model?
Intentionally grouped mix of learners to facilitate peer-to-peer language modeling:
· Students with a primary language of English.
· English Learners.
· Bilingual Learners (students who use both languages at home).
This model generally requires approximately equal numbers of students (often a 50/50 ratio) whose primary language is English and students with a common primary language other than English (e.g., Spanish, Mandarin, French).
Families understand participation in the program involves a multi-year commitment to ensure biliteracy goals are met.
How is this model implemented?
Staffing 
· Successful implementation of this program requires educators certified to teach content and/or language in both languages:
· Bilingual staff are necessary for successful implementation of instruction in the partner language.
· Teachers must be ESL certified if they are providing English language services.
· Content teachers with specialized training in the second language acquisition process is preferred.
· Teachers may also hold DLI certification.
Setting
· The majority of students begin the DLI program in primary school (e.g. Kindergarten).
· It can be implemented as a whole school model or a strand within a school.
Instruction
Instruction is balanced between the two languages to achieve additive bilingualism. 
· The program begins with at least 50% of instruction in the partner language (the language other than English) and the remaining instructional time is in English.
· At the secondary level, at least two periods per day are taught in the partner language to maintain high-level proficiency, biliteracy, and content knowledge.
· For the greatest degree of success, students participate in the program for a minimum of 3-5 years.
· Instruction and instructional materials must be culturally responsive and reflect students’ backgrounds and experiences.
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