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Introduction 
The Virginia Department of Education’s Summer Residential Governor's Schools (SRGS) 
offer gifted & advanced high school students an opportunity for rigorous learning 
experiences & personal growth through mentorships or programs in various academic & 
arts-related fields. These three-week residential programs provide challenging & enriching 
environments where students can explore their intellectual & artistic talents & areas of 
interest.  Seven program options are available, all involving concentrated study in a 
particular field. All programs are hosted at college & university campuses, providing 
students with the experience of campus life while engaging in rigorous coursework. 
 
The SRGS application process is designed to provide fair and equitable access to eligible 
students throughout the Commonwealth. This Handbook assists coordinators and division 
staff working with sophomores and juniors who wish to apply to a program. 

Division and Regional Coordinators 
Division Gifted Coordinators & Private School Regional Coordinators are responsible 
for the SRGS application process in their school division or region.  During October through 
May of the school year, coordinators work collaboratively with the Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE) to ensure eligible tenth & eleventh grade students have access to & are 
supported in successfully completing & submitting the application & all required 
components. Coordinators make the final decisions regarding the procedures for their 
divisions & regions. 

Responsibilities include: 
1. Creating & implementing a division timeline (based on VDOE guidance) 
2. Advertising the program to all eligible high school students 
3. Working & coordinating with division staff (e.g., counselors, principals, & superintendent) 
4. Overseeing collection, scoring, ranking, & submission of division nominees 
5. Communicating & providing division updates to stakeholders  
6. Facilitating payments (invoices, fee waivers) 

A list of division coordinators can be found on the VDOE Summer Residential Governor's 
School website; for Private School Regional Coordinators, see Appendix. 

Designated division staff (e.g., school counselors, specialists, or administrators) may 
serve as direct contact for students & parents, as well as assisting students through the 
application process.  This includes accessing the required transcripts and student records 
for evaluation. 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
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Eligibility 
Public school students, including those attending an Academic-Year Governor’s School 
(AYGS) program who reside in Virginia and are eligible for free, public education may apply 
if they meet the criteria listed below:  
 

All Applicants: 
▪ Current sophomore or junior 
▪ Has not previously attended nor is currently applying to another Summer 

Residential or Governor’s Foreign Language Academy program 
▪ Identified as gifted by the division or school or is an advanced student the 

division/school determines to be competitive 
 

Academic and Mentorship Applicants: 
▪ Test score from a valid and reliable norm-referenced achievement or aptitude/ability 

test (see Appendix) 

 
Visual and Performing Arts Program Applicants: 

▪ If not identified gifted in an arts discipline, eligibility can be met through (1) of the 
following: 

a. Scored in the 80th percentile or higher on a recent standardized assessment 
b. Received a C-average or higher in prior school year 
c. Letter of commendation from a teacher is given 

 
Applicants who are invited to attend the SRGS are expected to attend the full duration of 
the program. Applicants should pay close attention to the scheduled dates (see pg. 4) and 
notify the coordinator of any issues, concerns, or conflicts that may arise during the 
application process that would prevent their full attendance. 
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Program Information 
The table below shows program dates, curriculum areas, location, and student capacity for 
each program. 

Program 2026 Dates Location Capacity Curriculum Areas 

Agriculture  Virginia Tech 100 

Agricultural Economics 
Agricultural Engineering 
Animal/Food/Plant Sciences 
Environmental Engineering 
Environmental Technology 

Humanities June 21 – 
July 11 

Radford 
University 100 

Anthropology 
Economics 
History 
Literature 
Philosophy 

Political 
Science 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Media 

Medicine & 
Health Sciences 

June 21 – 
July 10 

Radford 
University 
(Roanoke campus) 

20 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Environmental Science 
Forensics 

Visual & 
Performing Arts 

June 21 – 
July 11 

Radford 
University 250 

Dance 
Instrumental Music 
Theatre 
Visual Arts 
Vocal Music 

Engineering 
(JLAB) 

July 5 – 
July 25 

College of William 
& Mary 11 

Accelerator Operations 
Adv Computer Science 
Electrical Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Materials Science 
Physics 

Marine Science 
(VIMS) 

July 5 – 
July 25 

College of William 
& Mary 6 

Coastal Law 
Fisheries Science 
Marine Resources 
Management 
Oceanography 
Wetlands Ecology 

Mathematics, 
Science, & 
Technology 

July 5 – 
July 25 

University of 
Lynchburg 130 

Anatomy & Physiology 
Astronomy 
Computer Programming 
Geology 
Hydrology 
Hypermedia 
Physics 
Upper-Level Mathematics 

June 20 – 
July 11 
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Detailed Program Information 
 

1. Agriculture (AG): Virginia Tech offers a curriculum focused on various aspects of 
agriculture, including environmental implications, resource management, biotechnology, 
& agribusiness. The program emphasizes field experiences & research, allowing students 
to investigate topics using innovative equipment, laboratories, & field sites at Virginia 
Tech, as well as resources from the agribusiness community.  

2. Medicine & Health Sciences (MHS): Medicine & Health Sciences provides an enhanced 
curriculum that explores the connection between health sciences research & medical 
practice. Students engage in hands-on classroom activities, laboratory exercises, & field 
experiences, focusing on complex analysis & critical thinking in real-world medical 
scenarios. The program is designed for students with a serious interest in science & 
medicine, offering a rigorous, academically accelerated environment. 

3. Engineering (JLAB): Students work with Jefferson Lab (JLAB) mentors on real-life, team-
oriented engineering & research projects. The program includes hands-on experiences in 
areas such as electrical engineering, materials science, mechanical engineering, 
accelerator operations, & computer science. Students aged 16 & above work in small 
groups in labs & other facilities, participate in special tours & lectures, & present their 
research to the JLAB community. 

4. Humanities (HUM): Radford University provides a broad curriculum that explores how 
modern society influences individual creativity. Courses cover history, literature, 
philosophy, anthropology, political science, economics, sociology, psychology, & media. 
The program encourages students to think creatively from various disciplines through 
reading, discussion, seminars, & lectures. 

5. Marine Science (VIMS): Partnering with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS), 
this program involves field & laboratory work in biological, chemical, geological, & 
physical oceanography, wetlands ecology, fisheries science, coastal law, & marine 
resource management. Students become members of existing research teams, working 
under the guidance of VIMS mentors. The program includes field & vessel work, data 
collection & analysis, library research, & laboratory studies. At the end of the program, 
students present their research to the VIMS community. 

6. Math, Science, & Technology (MST): University of Lynchburg challenges students to 
explore questions in mathematics, science, & technology. Inspired by Marie Curie's 
quote, "Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood," the curriculum 
emphasizes hands-on laboratory work, multimedia instruction, & independent research. 
Students engage in classroom & laboratory instruction, covering topics such as the 
nature of science, scientific experiment design, & public policy aspects of STEM.  

7. Visual & Performing Arts (VPA): The VPA program offers intensive artistic development in 
five areas: Visual Art, Dance, Instrumental Music, Vocal Music, & Theatre. Students 
engage in classes, workshops, individual & group activities, & interdisciplinary courses 
that integrate the arts with other disciplines. The program emphasizes the process of 
artistic creation, encouraging students to explore & expand their artistic skills. 
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Visual and Performing Arts Adjudications 
All VPA applicants must participate in the state-sponsored virtual adjudication process in 
the arts.   

▪ Students may adjudicate in only one art area and must be nominated for 
adjudication by their school division or private school representative. 

▪ Each private, AYGS, and DoDEA school may select one set of students for VPA 
adjudication: one student in each art discipline (visual art, dance, instrumental 
music, vocal music, and theatre) for a total of five students.  

▪ If a private school does not fill one or more of the arts disciplines, it may not 
substitute students from other arts disciplines into those slots.  

 
Radford University requires all VPA applicants to participate in a virtual adjudication. using 
the Opus Event platform and filming a short video.  Applicants will need to use a file 
sharing platform to submit their video to Opus Event. Options can include Google Drive, 
Dropbox, YouTube (unlisted channel), etc. 
 
Further instructions for accessing and registering for Opus Event will be provided by 
Radford University through separate communication to students registered for 
adjudication. This communication will be sent to division gifted coordinators to 
disseminate to individual students. 
 
Submitting Applicants for Adjudication 
Coordinators provide the adjudication director with the names of applicants in each art 
discipline on the Visual and Performing Arts Adjudication Form, available on the VDOE 
Summer Residential Governor's School website. In-state private schools must submit 
selected VPA nominees to the regional coordinator. 
 
Online submissions must be received by Radford University at rugovschool@radford.edu 
by 5:00pm on November 19, 2025.  Information will include Student Name, Art Discipline, 
School Division, Division Contact Information. 
 
It is the responsibility of the division’s gifted education coordinator or the private school 
counselor or designee to ensure that all information required by the adjudication director is 
delivered on time. Neither the adjudication director nor the VDOE may be held responsible 
for student information that does not arrive or arrives late. 
 
VPA information is also found in the Appendix. 

 
  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
mailto:rugovschool@radford.edu
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Selection Process 
To determine which applications will move forward for state-level consideration, all 
coordinators complete a division-level selection process (for some divisions, this may 
involve an initial school-level selection process). Specific dates and deadlines should be 
included in the division or school’s timeline; high schools submit to the division 
coordinator; private schools submit to regional coordinator (for guidelines on Virginia 
students attending an out of state private school, see Appendix). 
 
Division Process 
Coordinators establish and lead a division 
selection committee to evaluate 
applications. Members may include: 

▪ school counselors 
▪ professionals in the disciplines 
▪ staff with expertise in gifted 

education 

State Selections 
Final selection is made by VDOE & 
university program faculty, ensuring 
regional representation, considering: 

▪ application strength & rankings 
▪ program needs (for VPA) 
▪ division quotas/sets 
▪ graduation year 

 
Scoring Applications 

▪  Group all applications into Academic/Mentorship and Visual/Performing Arts 
▪  Use the Scoring Guidelines (see Appendix) to calculate total scores. 

Selecting Applicants 
▪  Consider each applicant’s total score, genuine interest, ability for success, and 

emotional maturity, and attempt to reflect the division’s diverse populations. 
▪  Select nominees based on division quotas and VPA set allowances. 
▪  Rank Nominees within each group (Academic/Mentorship ranked as single group, 

and all VPA ranked together).  
▪  Assign unique ranks; students may share the same score but not the same rank. 

Submitting Nominees 
▪  Verify all student email addresses to ensure successful delivery of VDOE notices. 
▪  Submit the digital Nomination Report in SSW (data needed comes from page 1 of 

the student application). 
▪  Email JLAB and VIMS applications as a ZIP file to govschool@doe.virginia.gov for 

the university to review and match with mentors. 

Sending Updates  
▪  After division scoring and ranking are complete, coordinators notify each applicant 

of their status, clearly indicating whether the student is being forwarded as a state-
level nominee. 

 

All decisions of the division selection committee are final. The VDOE does not have 
jurisdiction over the decisions made at the local level. Follow the division’s retention policy 
for maintaining copies of application materials.  

 

mailto:govschool@doe.virginia.gov
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Notification Process 

Division notifications (prior to April 15):  
▪ After division scoring and ranking are complete, coordinators notify each applicant 

of their status, clearly indicating whether the student is being forwarded as a state-
level nominee. 
 

State notifications (final decisions): 
▪ VDOE emails status updates to all state-level nominees on April 15, 2026, using the 

personal email listed in the application. 
▪ Division and regional coordinators receive a final Status List approximately one 

week prior to student notifications. Divisions may choose to notify these final 
nominees earlier based on local practice. 

Acceptance confirmation (invited students only): 
▪ Students use the link in the VDOE letter to Confirm or Decline the invitation. 

Submission of this digital form serves as the official record of the student’s 
response, including declinations (no automatic reply email is generated; a 
confirmation message appears on the final screen of the digital form). 

Non-responses and alternates: 
▪ VDOE will follow up with selected students who have not submitted a response 

before contacting alternates and finalizing university lists.  
 

Program registration: 
▪ Universities will contact students no later than May 29, 2026.  This communication 

will provide students with registration and activity fee information.  
 

 
Steps for students unable to locate the VDOE email: 

1. Check the spam/junk folder. 
2. Verify the accuracy of email address with their division. 
3. Email govschool@doe.virginia.gov with the student’s full name, school division (or 

private school name), and program area. 
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Quotas and VPA Sets 
Quotas are the number of students a division may nominate to VDOE. 
 
VPA Sets are groups of five students, one in each discipline: Dance, Instrumental Music, 
Theatre, Visual Arts, and Vocal Music (1 set = 5 students). 
 
Quotas and sets are established annually by VDOE, based on each division’s ninth- and 
tenth-grade enrollment as of September 30 of the prior year. VPA sets are calculated at one 
set per 1,000 students. 
 
Quota Categories: 

1. Agriculture: number of nominees allowed for Agriculture only. 
2. Academic: total nominees allowed for all other academic programs (JLAB, MST, 

MHS, VIMS, Humanities). 
3. VPA Adjudication: number of sets permitted to adjudicate. 
4. VPA Nominees: number of sets permitted to nominate for VPA. 

 
Division Quotas can be found in the Appendix. 
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Tuition Costs and Payments 
Tuition 
Tuition, including room and board, is paid from state and local funds.  

Divisions are responsible for its local share of the total tuition.  This is determined by the 
current ability-to-pay Local Composite Index (LCI), found on the VDOE website.   

Private Schools are responsible for 50% of the total tuition.  Private schools complete the 
Tuition Certification Form (see Appendix) as a financial agreement when submitting 
nominees to the state.  Some private schools choose to pass the cost to the 
parent/guardian, however, VDOE will only invoice private school directly. 
 
Sample Division & School Costs 
Costs for individual programs are shown below, including sample division/school costs. 

Program Tuition Division with LCI of 
0.35 

Private School 
(50%) 

Agriculture $2,700 $945 $1,350 
Engineering $3,500 $1,225 $1,750 
Humanities $1,950 $682.50 $975 

Marine Science $3,500 $1,225 $1,750 
Math, Science, & Technology $1,950 $682.50 $975 
Medicine & Health Sciences $3,200 $1,120 $1,600 

Visual and Performing Arts $2,050 $717.50 $1,025 
 

Invoices 
VDOE directly invoices school divisions & private schools for accepted students. These 
invoices are separate from the Governor’s Foreign Language Academies.   
 
Invoices will be emailed directly to the division and regional coordinators. 

▪ Invoices are sent prior to May 30, 2026 
▪ Revised invoices are sent based on waitlist movement and unexpected withdrawals. 
▪ Private schools are invoiced directly; payment directly from parents to VDOE is 

prohibited.  Regional coordinators receive and distribute these invoices. 
  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/data-policy-funding/school-finance/budget-grants-management/composite-index-of-local-ability-to-pay
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Activity Fees 
For students invited to participate, programs may include an activity fee, which funds 
extracurricular activities and events beyond the academic schedule. These fees typically 
range between $100 and $350.  Universities charge this fee during their registration 
period in April and May. Each university has their own process for collecting and invoicing 
activity fees. 

For Summer 2025*, activities fees were: 
$120: Math, Science, & Technology 
$225: Medicine & Health Sciences 
$300: Agriculture, Engineering, Humanities, Marine Science, & VPA 
 

*2026 fees will be updated when available 

Divisions and private schools may or may not elect to cover their students’ activity fees. 
1. Divisions/schools choosing NOT TO PAY the activity fees, students are responsible 

for payment during the registration with the university. 
2. Divisions/schools choosing to PAY the activity fees, contact the university once you 

receive the division’s Status Update in April (Contact information can be found on 
the VDOE Summer Residential Governor's School website) 

 
Should a family require financial support to assist with this fee, a Waiver Form will be 
included in the university’s registration paperwork sent to accepted students in April and 
May.  Fees are waived based on eligibility for free or reduced lunch and due to economically 
disadvantaged/hardship situations.  Criteria that may be considered in waiving or reducing 
extracurricular activities fees include, but are not limited to, receiving unemployment 
benefits or public assistance, including Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
or Medicaid, foster care, homelessness. 
 

Personal Expenses 
Each student must provide his/her own spending money and transportation to and from 
the program. Program directors provide students and parents with an estimate of spending 
money required for the four weeks.  

 
  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
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Appendix: Quotas for Public School Divisions 

Division Agriculture 
Quota 

Academic 
Quota 

VPA Adjudication 
Sets 

VPA Nominee 
Sets 

ACCOMACK 2 4 4 1 
ALBEMARLE 5 9 4 3 
ALLEGHANY 2 2 2 1 
AMELIA 2 2 2 1 
AMHERST 2 4 2 1 
APPOMATTOX 2 2 2 1 
ARLINGTON 6 13 5 4 
AUGUSTA 4 8 5 2 
BATH 2 2 2 1 
BEDFORD 4 7 3 2 
BLAND 2 2 2 1 
BOTETOURT 2 4 2 1 
BRUNSWICK 2 2 2 1 
BUCHANAN 2 3 4 1 
BUCKINGHAM 2 2 2 1 
CAMPBELL 3 6 4 2 
CAROLINE 2 3 2 1 
CARROLL 2 3 2 1 
CHARLES CITY 2 2 2 1 
CHARLOTTE 2 2 2 1 
CHESTERFIELD 25 49 16 11 
CLARKE 2 2 2 1 
CRAIG 2 2 2 1 
CULPEPER 3 6 2 2 
CUMBERLAND 2 2 2 1 
DICKENSON 2 2 3 1 
DINWIDDIE 2 4 2 1 
ESSEX 2 2 2 1 
FAIRFAX 54 108 45 27 
FAUQUIER 4 8 4 3 
FLOYD 2 2 2 1 
FLUVANNA 2 3 2 1 
FRANKLIN 3 6 3 2 
FREDERICK 5 9 4 3 
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Division Agriculture 
Quota 

Academic 
Quota 

VPA Adjudication 
Sets 

VPA Nominee 
Sets 

GILES 2 2 2 1 
GLOUCESTER 3 5 2 2 
GOOCHLAND 2 2 2 1 
GRAYSON 2 2 2 1 
GREENE 2 2 2 1 
GREENSVILLE 2 2 2 1 
HALIFAX 2 4 2 1 
HANOVER 7 14 5 5 
HENRICO 17 34 15 9 
HENRY 3 5 3 2 
HIGHLAND 2 2 2 1 
ISLE OF WIGHT 2 4 2 1 
KING GEORGE 2 3 2 1 
KING AND QUEEN 2 2 2 1 
KING WILLIAM 2 2 2 1 
LANCASTER 2 2 2 1 
LEE 2 3 2 1 
LOUDOUN 21 44 15 13 
LOUISA 2 3 2 1 
LUNENBURG 2 2 2 1 
MADISON 2 2 2 1 
MATHEWS 2 2 2 1 
MECKLENBURG 2 4 2 1 
MIDDLESEX 2 2 2 1 
MONTGOMERY 4 7 4 2 
NELSON 2 2 2 1 
NEW KENT 2 2 2 1 
NORTHAMPTON 2 2 2 1 
NORTHUMBERLAND 2 2 2 1 
NOTTOWAY 2 2 2 1 
ORANGE 2 4 2 1 
PAGE 2 3 2 1 
PATRICK 2 2 2 1 
PITTSYLVANIA 4 7 4 2 
POWHATAN 2 3 2 1 
PRINCE EDWARD 2 3 2 1 
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Division Agriculture 
Quota 

Academic 
Quota 

VPA Adjudication 
Sets 

VPA Nominee 
Sets 

PRINCE GEORGE 2 5 3 2 
PRINCE WILLIAM 25 51 18 14 
PULASKI 2 4 2 1 
RAPPAHANNOCK 2 2 2 1 
RICHMOND 2 2 2 1 
ROANOKE 6 11 5 3 
ROCKBRIDGE 2 3 2 1 
ROCKINGHAM 4 8 4 2 
RUSSELL 2 3 3 1 
SCOTT 2 3 4 1 
SHENANDOAH 3 5 3 2 
SMYTH 2 4 3 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 2 3 2 1 
SPOTSYLVANIA 9 17 6 5 
STAFFORD 11 21 6 5 
SURRY 2 2 2 1 
SUSSEX 2 2 2 1 
TAZEWELL 3 5 4 2 
WARREN 2 4 3 1 
WASHINGTON 3 5 4 2 
WESTMORELAND 2 2 2 1 
WISE 3 5 6 2 
WYTHE 2 3 3 1 
YORK 5 9 5 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Division 
Agriculture 

Quota 
Academic 

Quota 
VPA Adjudication 

Sets 
VPA Nominee 

Sets 
ALEXANDRIA CITY 4 7 2 2 
BRISTOL CITY 2 2 2 1 
BUENA VISTA CITY 2 2 2 1 
CHARLOTTESVILLE CITY 2 3 2 1 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS CITY 2 2 2 1 
DANVILLE CITY 3 5 4 2 
FALLS CHURCH CITY 2 2 2 1 
FREDERICKSBURG CITY 2 2 2 1 
GALAX CITY 2 2 2 1 
HAMPTON CITY 8 16 7 4 
HARRISONBURG CITY 2 4 2 1 
HOPEWELL CITY 2 3 2 1 
LYNCHBURG CITY 3 6 2 2 
MARTINSVILLE CITY 2 2 2 1 
NEWPORT NEWS CITY 11 21 9 6 
NORFOLK CITY 12 23 10 7 
NORTON CITY 2 2 2 1 
PETERSBURG CITY 2 4 2 1 
PORTSMOUTH CITY 6 11 4 3 
RADFORD CITY 2 2 2 1 
RICHMOND CITY 8 15 11 6 
ROANOKE CITY 5 9 4 3 
STAUNTON CITY 2 2 2 1 
SUFFOLK CITY 5 10 4 3 
VIRGINIA BEACH CITY 24 49 21 13 
WAYNESBORO CITY 2 3 2 1 
WILLIAMSBURG-JAMES CITY 4 8 4 2 
WINCHESTER CITY 2 3 2 1 
FRANKLIN CITY 2 2 2 1 
CHESAPEAKE CITY 15 29 13 8 
SALEM CITY 2 3 2 1 
POQUOSON CITY 2 2 2 1 
MANASSAS CITY 3 5 3 2 
MANASSAS PARK CITY 2 2 2 1 
COLONIAL BEACH 2 2 2 1 
WEST POINT 2 2 2 1 
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Appendix: Additional Quotas 

Region or School 
Agriculture 

Quota 
Academic 

Quota 
VPA Adjudication 

Sets 
VPA Nominee 

Sets 
Region 1 3 6 1 2 

Region 2 5 10 1 2 

Region 3 4 10 1 2 

Region 4 4 10 1 2 

Region 5 6 8 1 2 

Region 6 6 8 1 2 

Region 7 7 18 1 5 

Appomattox Regional GS 2 1 1 1 

Maggie Walker GS 2 1 1 1 

Quantico Middle High School 2 1 1 1 

Private out of state schools 4 2 1 2 

 
 
Each private, AYGS, and DoDEA school may select one set of students for VPA 
adjudication; one student in each art discipline (visual art, dance, instrumental music, 
vocal music, and theatre) for a total of five students.  
 
If a private school does not fill one or more of the arts disciplines, it may not substitute 
students from other arts disciplines into those slots.  
 
For VPA nominees, a private school must submit selected nominees to the regional 
coordinator. 
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Appendix: Private School Regional Listings & Coordinators 
 

Region 1 VDOE govschool@doe.virginia.gov 

Region 2 Sonia Brandon Tandem Friends    sbrandon@tandemfs.org 
434-996-0854  

Region 3 Scott Mayer St. Christopher’s School mayers@stcva.org 
804-282-3185 ext. 4303  

Region 4 Wendy Livingston Norfolk Academy wlivingston@norfolkacademy.org 
757-452-6860 

Region 5 Jessica Switzer Walsingham Academy jswitzer@walsingham.org 
757-345-2118  

Region 6 VDOE govschool@doe.virginia.gov 

Region 7 
Tom Opfer 
Paul VI School topfer@paulvi.net 

703-352-0925 ext. 1208  

Region 1 
 

Amelia Academy 
Hargrave Military Academy 
Oak Hill Academy 
Brunswick Academy 
Holy Cross Catholic  
Rivermont Schools 
Carlbrook School 
Kenston Forest School 
Roanoke Catholic 
Carlisle School 
Liberty Christian Academy 
Roanoke Valley Christian 

Chatham Hall 
New Covenant School 
Timberlake Christian  
Faith Christian Academy 
New Dominion School 
Community High School 
Faith Christian School 
New Vistas School 
Virginia Episcopal School 
Fuqua School 
North Cross School 
Westover Christian Academy 

Region 2  
Boys’ Home, Inc.  
Massanutten Military Academy 
St. Anne's - Belfield 
The Blue Ridge School 
Miller School of Albemarle  
Stuart Hall 
C. F. Richards Jr. Academy 
Mountain View Christian Academy 
Tandem Friends 
The Covenant School 

Randolph-Macon Academy 
Timber Ridge 
Eastern Mennonite High 
Shenandoah Valley Academy 
Wakefield Country Day School 
Fishburne Military School 
Shenandoah Valley Christian Academy 
Woodberry Forest 
Fork Union Military Academy 
Shenandoah Academy - Harrisonburg 

 

 

mailto:sbrandon@tandemfs.org
mailto:topfer@paulvi.net
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Region 3  
Banner Christian School 
Saint Gertrude School 
Benedictine High School 
Heritage Christian School 
St. Catherine's School 
Blessed Sacrament/Huguenot 
Millwood School 
St. Christopher’s School 
The Collegiate School 
New Community School  

Steward School 
 Faith Baptist Schools 
Northstar Academy 
Trinity Episcopal School 
Fredericksburg Academy 
Richmond Academy  
Veritas School 
Fredericksburg Christian High  
Richmond Christian School 
Victory Christian Academy 

Region 4  
Alliance Christian 
Chesapeake Bay Academy 
Norfolk Collegiate 
Atlantic Shores Christian 
Faith Academy School of Excellence 
Portsmouth Christian Schools 
Barry Robinson Center 
Greenbrier Christian Academy 
Stonebridge School 

Bishop Sullivan Catholic High School 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
Tidewater Academy 
Broadwater Academy 
Norfolk Academy 
Tidewater Adventist Academy 
Calvary Christian School System 
Norfolk Christian School 
Virginia Beach Friends School 

Region 5  
Christchurch School 
Isle of Wight Academy 
St. Margaret's School 
Denbigh Baptist Christian School 
Our Lady of Walsingham Academy 

Williamsburg Christian Academy 
Hampton Christian School 
Peninsula Catholic High School 
Hampton Roads Academy 
Southampton Academy 

Region 6  
Best Academy 
The Dominion School 
Pope John Paul the Great School 
Bishop Ireton High School 
Immanuel Christian School 
Seton School 

Christ Chapel Academy 
Episcopal High School 
St. Stephen's/St. Agnes School 
Commonwealth Academy 
Islamic Saudi Academy 

Region 7   
Bishop Denis J. O'Connell High School 
Loudoun School for Advanced Studies 
Potomac School 
Flint Hill School 
Madeira School 
Trinity Christian 
Foxcroft School 

The New School 
Wakefield School 
Highland School 
Oakcrest 
Paul VI High School 

Private out-of-state schools (follow instructions outlined in appendix) 
BASIS  
National Cathedral  
Edmund Burke School  
Sidwell Friends Academy 

Georgetown Day School  
St. Albans 
Georgetown Visitation 
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Appendix: Administrator’s Timeline 

Oct 10, 2025 Applications released on VDOE website 

Nov 19, 2025* Deadline for coordinators to submit VPA applicant information to 
Radford University for adjudication 

Dec 3, 2025 VPA virtual adjudication window opens 

Jan 14, 2026 VPA virtual adjudication window closes 

Wed, Jan 21, 2026 VPA adjudication scores distributed to coordinators 

Jan 28, 2026 SSWS window opens to submit Nomination Report 

Feb 27, 2026 SSWS window closes 

March 2026 Final selections 

Apr 8, 2026 Status Reports distributed to coordinators 

Apr 15, 2026 VDOE distributes student notifications via email 

Apr 22, 2026 Deadline to RSVP for invited students 

May 20, 2026 Invoicing begins 

May 29, 2026 Deadline for initial University → Student contact 

Jun 12, 2026 Tuition payment due (Private Schools) 

Jul 10, 2026 Tuition payment due (School Divisions) 

*Divisions may set earlier internal deadline.  Adjudication form found on VDOE webpage.
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Appendix: Student Timeline 

School and Division deadlines for submitting applications will vary. 

Oct 10, 2025 

▪ Applications are released on the VDOE website. 
▪ Interested students should contact their high school counselors and/or gifted 

coordinator for division procedures and timeline.  
▪ Students must follow the timeline of the school division or private school 

regional coordinator. 
Nov 19, 2025 VPA only: Divisions submit VPA applicant information for adjudication 
Dec 3, 2025 VPA only: Virtual Adjudication window opens 
Jan 14, 2026 VPA only: Virtual Adjudication window closes 

January–March 2026 Division selection process.  Nominees are submitted to VDOE for final review. 

Apr 15, 2026 

Communication Update 
A. VDOE will email all applicants using the personal email submitted in the 

application.   
▪ All applicants will receive an email from govschool@doe.virginia.gov with 

a status update by 5:00pm April 15, 2026. 
▪ School division Gifted Coordinators and Private School Regional 

Coordinators will receive updated status information; students may 
contact them as necessary.  

B. If a student does not receive an email, follow the steps below: 
1. Check spam folder.  
2. Verify accuracy of email with division coordinator or school. 
3. Send an email to govschool@doe.virginia.gov with Full Name, School 

Division (or Private School Name), and Program Area 
C. If invited to a program, students use the link included in email to confirm or 

deny acceptance (even if declining, students should submit the form). 
Completion of this digital form confirms acceptance of the program spot.  
▪ An automatic reply email will not be sent. 
▪ Confirmation will be shown on the final screen of the digital form.  

May 29, 2026 Prior to May 29, 2026, universities will contact accepted students with 
registration and activity fee information. 

 

  

mailto:govschool@doe.virginia.gov
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Appendix: Testing Information 

Beginning in SY 24-25, only one test score is required for applicants. Test scores must be 
valid and reliable norm-referenced achievement or ability/aptitude assessments. 
Assessments may be from any school year. If multiple assessments are available, the 
highest percentile should be used.  Examples of common assessments are listed below. 
Other assessments are allowable if they meet the requirements above. 
 

Aptitude / Ability Tests Achievement Tests 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test 

Naglieri Non-Verbal Ability Test (NNAT) 

Naglieri General Ability Test (NGAT) 

Otis Lennon School Abilities Test (OLSAT) 

PSAT/NMSQT 

PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 

Raven's Standard or Progressive Matrices 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 

Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales 

Universal Nonverbal Intelligence Test (UNIT™) 

Wechsler Abbreviated Scale of Intelligence (WASI) 

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children 

Woodcock-Johnson Cognitive Abilities Test (W-J) 

American College Test (ACT) 

AP Subject Scores 

Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) 

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 

Stanford 9 or 10 (SAT 9 or 10) 

SAT/PSAT Subset Scores  

Terra Nova 

Wechsler Individual Achievement Tests  

Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement 
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Appendix: Scoring Guidelines 

Student Resumes 
Activities (Max 3 Activities = 6 points) 

▪ 1 or 2 points per activity sponsored by regional, state, or national organizations in 
the student's field of interest 

▪ Agriculture applicants: 2 points for farm or agricultural work 
▪ 1 point for membership, 1 additional point for leadership/elected office 

 
Research/Study Experiences (Max 3 Experiences = 6 points) 

▪ 1 or 2 points per experience related to field of interest 
▪ 1 point for regular curriculum assignments 
▪ 1 additional point for outstanding accomplishment, work beyond course 

requirements, or submission to competitions 
 
Honors/Recognitions (Max 3 Items = 6 points) 

▪ 1 or 2 points per honor, based on local committee criteria 
 
Student Essays 
The rubric below guides the scoring of both essays. 

▪ Personal statement: same prompt for all applicants 
▪ Program-specific:  multiple prompts may be offered; all are equally valued 

 
Scoring: 

▪ Max: 6 points per reader 
o Composition: 4 points 
o Mechanics: 2 points 

▪ Use whole numbers only (range: 0-6) 
 

Composition 0 – 1 2 3 4 

Central Idea/Position Missing Unclear Weak Strong 

Evidence/Details Unclear Minimal Adequate Precise/Relevant 

Organization/Unity Lacking Random/Many 
digressions 

Lapses/ Some 
digressions 

Logical/Unified 

Word Choice Lacking Limited Some Specificity Highly Specific 

Mechanics 0 1 2 

Sentence Structure Weak Some variety Varied 

Usage Incorrect Some incorrect 
Consistently 

correct 

Mechanics Incorrect Some incorrect 
Consistently 

correct 
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Appendix: Tuition Certification Form 
 

 
2025-2026 Summer Residential Governor's School 
Tuition Certification Form 
  
Name of School: __________________                                      Head of School: __________________ 

 
 
I hereby certify the following: 

1. The student(s) listed below is/are qualified and genuinely interested in attending the 
Summer Residential Governor's School program. 

2. This Private School guarantees funding for the student(s) as its nominee(s) to the 
2025-2026 Summer Residential Governor's Schools program. 

3. I understand that parents cannot pay the required tuition payment to the Virginia 
Department of Education. 

4. I understand that this Private School will be invoiced before May 31 for the tuition for 
these students. 

5. Payment is due June 12, 2026, to the Virginia Department of Education, ATTN: Fiscal 
Services, P.O. Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218-2120. 

 
 
List all nominee information below and email to govschool@doe.virginia.gov 
 

 Last Name First Name Program Area 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    

10    

 

  

mailto:govschool@doe.virginia.gov
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Appendix: SSWS Instructions 

The Summer Residential Governor's School Nominations Report will be submitted to the 
VDOE via Single Sign-On for Web Systems (SSWS). Only authorized users will be able to 
access this digital report.  Division Coordinators should contact the division's SSWS 
account manager for access (VDOE cannot grant division access); Regional Coordinators 
will receive their authorization in January (directly from VDOE).  
 
The Nomination Report will be available on Monday, January 28, 2026, on the SSWS 
website. 
The first page of the student application includes everything required to complete the 
report.  
 

1. Click on the “Add Nominee” button to start entering student data.  
 

2. The first SSWS screen will show the quotas for all programs (these totals will adjust 
automatically as data is entered).  
 

3. You will be notified if you attempt to nominate a student where the quota has been 
filled or where the rank has been duplicated.  
 

4. You can edit or delete data for nominees after they have been entered.  Information 
entered will not be lost if an interruption/disconnection occurs while entering data  

 
Once all nominee information, including VPA, academic programs, and mentorship 
nominees, has been entered: 
 

5. Submit the information to the division superintendent for electronic approval.  
 

6. Once approved, download a copy of the Verification Report for your records (click 
on “Verification Report,” shown on the screen's left blue bar under ‘Reports’). 

 
The Verification Report serves as the official documentation for: 

▪ All division nominee information, including rankings 
▪ Division guarantee of tuition payment for accepted students (private schools see 

additional appendix page) 
 
Important: SSWS requires a valid Virginia ZIP code for all student addresses. If a student's 
address does not have a valid Virginia ZIP code, SSWS will reject the submission. In such 
cases: 

▪ The student's eligibility must be confirmed at the local level. 
▪ A valid Virginia address must be obtained before the nominee can be accepted in 

SSWS 
  

https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/ssws/login_page.do
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/ssws/login_page.do
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Appendix: Adjudication Process for VPA Applicants 
*Updated adjudication guidelines will be posted once received from the university. 

All VPA applicants must participate in the state-sponsored adjudication process in the arts.   
 

▪ Students may adjudicate in only one art area and must be nominated for 
adjudication by their school division or private school representative. 

 
▪ Each private, AYGS, and DoDEA school may select one set of students for VPA 

adjudication: one student in each art discipline (visual art, dance, instrumental 
music, vocal music, and theatre) for a total of five students.  

 
▪ If a private school does not fill one or more of the arts disciplines, it may not 

substitute students from other arts disciplines into those slots.  
 
Radford University requires all VPA applicants to participate in a virtual adjudication. This 
will involve using the Opus Event platform and filming a short video. 
 
Applicants will need to use a file sharing platform to submit their video to Opus Event. 
Options can include Google Drive, Dropbox, YouTube (unlisted channel), etc. 
 
Further instructions for accessing and registering for Opus Event will be provided by 
Radford University in early December through a separate communication to students 
registered for adjudication. This communication will be sent to division gifted coordinators 
to disseminate to individual students. 

 
Submitting Applicants for Adjudication 
Coordinators provide the adjudication director with the names of applicants in each art 
discipline on the Adjudication Form (Excel form), available on the VDOE Summer 
Residential Governor's School website. In-state private schools must submit selected VPA 
nominees to the regional coordinator. 
 
Online submissions must be received by Radford University at rugovschool@radford.edu 
by 5:00pm on November 19, 2025.  Adjudication Information will include Student Name, 
Art Discipline, School Division, Division Contact Information. 
 
It is the responsibility of the division’s gifted education coordinator or the private school 
counselor or designee to ensure that all information required by the adjudication director is 
delivered on time. Neither the adjudication director nor the VDOE may be held responsible 
for student information that does not arrive or arrives late. 
  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
mailto:rugovschool@radford.edu
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Appendix: Adjudication Procedures  
 
Students must upload their submissions during the designated six-week window. This 
window is designed to accommodate students recording submissions either inside or 
outside of the school setting: 

▪ Students are required to register on Opus Event as part of the adjudication process. 
All fees for using the platform have been prepaid. 

▪ Adjudication requirements for students can be found on the VDOE Summer 
Residential Governor’s School-Visual and Performing Arts webpage and in the 
Student Handbook. 

▪ Students must notify their division’s gifted education coordinator or private school 
counselor/designee in advance if they no longer wish to participate in adjudication. 
School personnel should promptly notify the adjudication director of the change. 

For specific questions regarding adjudication procedures and requirements, please email 
rugovschool@radford.edu 
 
Adjudication Scores 
 
The adjudication director will email an electronic spreadsheet of the adjudication scores to 
the division contact no later than January 21, 2026.  
 
These two scores are required to complete student applications for consideration by the 
regional selection committee. Student applications must include these scores for 
consideration at the state level.  

 
  

https://www.radford.edu/governors-school/index.html
https://www.radford.edu/governors-school/index.html
mailto:rugovschool@radford.edu
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Appendix: Guidelines for Virginia students attending out of state 
private schools 

Completed applications are only accepted from accredited private schools, not 
individuals. No exceptions will be made to the deadlines listed below. Applicants must 
contact VDOE by November 19, 2025, for Visual and Performing Arts* and December 17, 
2025, for Academic & Mentorship Programs. 
 
Directions for completing the application process: 

1. Email VDOE at govschool@doe.virginia.gov before the specified deadlines with the 
following: 

a. Applicant Name and program area of interest 
b. Parent/Guardian Email(s) 
c. Home Mailing Address 
d. School Name and School Contact Person (name and email address) for 

future communication 
 

2. VDOE will confirm receipt with the student and school. Upon confirmation, 
students should begin the application process. Applications are available on the 
VDOE Summer Residential Governor's School website. 
 

3. Applicants must submit completed applications to their school for scoring by the 
deadline set by the private school. 

 
4. School personnel must score applications using the Scoring Guidelines. The Head 

of School must submit the Tuition Certification Form.   
 

5. Submit completed applications and Tuition Certification Form to VDOE at 
govschool@doe.virginia.gov 

a. Applications must be emailed from the private school to VDOE. Individual 
submissions will not be considered.  

b. Schools should send all documents in a single email by February 27, 2026. 
 

6. VDOE will review and rank all out-of-state private school applications. 
 
7. Top qualifying students will be nominated for the state selection process. VDOE will 

notify applicants not moving forward via email. 
 

8. Students proceeding to the state selection process will receive final status 
notification in April via email.  
 

* = Out-of-state private schools are allowed to submit one set of VPA applicants for consideration. 
To streamline the process, VDOE will submit the names of these students directly to Radford 
University.  

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/specialized-instruction/governor-s-schools/summer-residential-governor-s-schools
mailto:govschool@doe.virginia.gov



