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TOPIC: 	Fast-Track Regulatory Action to Implement Provisions of the Virginia Literacy Act
Background: 
Chapter 757 of the 2022 Acts of the Assembly Special Session 1 directs the Board of Education to require, pursuant to regulation, each education preparation program offered by a public institution of higher education or private institution of higher education that provides training for any student seeking initial licensure by the Board shall include a program of coursework and require all such students to demonstrate mastery in science-based reading research and evidence-based literacy instruction. The bill provides that, for any student seeking initial licensure by the Board as a teacher with an endorsement in early childhood, elementary education, or special education or with an endorsement as a reading specialist, ensure that reading coursework and field practice opportunities are a significant focus of the education preparation program. This proposed regulatory action is necessary to conform with this change in Virginia statutory law.

Statutory Authority: 
Section 2.2-4012.1 of the Code of Virginia provides that “fast-track” rulemaking may be used when a rule is considered to be “noncontroversial.” 

Chapter 757 of the 2022 Acts of the Assembly Special Session 1 directs the Board of Education (“Board”) to require, pursuant to regulation each education preparation program offered by a public institution of higher education or private institution of higher education that leads to a degree, concentration, or certificate for reading specialists shall include a program of coursework and other training in the identification of and the appropriate interventions, accommodations, and teaching techniques for students with dyslexia or a related disorder. Such program shall (i) include coursework in the constructs and pedagogy underlying remediation of reading, spelling, and writing and (ii) require reading specialists to demonstrate mastery of an evidence-based, structured literacy instructional approach that includes explicit, systematic, sequential, and cumulative instruction.

 Action: 
The Advisory Board of Teacher Education and Licensure recommends to the Board of Education to approve the regulatory change included with this item.
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