Virginia Department of Education
Office of Student Pathways & Opportunities
Nurse Aide Program Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

	Frequently Asked Questions
	Answers

	1. Who do I contact for specific questions or to schedule a meeting?
	Please email Crystal Stokes, Health and Medical Sciences Specialist, at crystal.stokes@doe.virginia.gov.

	2. Where can I find the official memo outlining these changes?
	Please see CTE Memo 287-25.

	3. What are the major changes to the Nurse Aide program?
	Effective with the 2026–2027 school year, the Nurse Aide program will transition to a single, 140-hour, 1-credit course, replacing the previous two-course program (Nurse Aide I/IA and Nurse Aide II/IIA) structure.

	4. Why was this change made?
	These changes were made as a result of the Nurse Aide curriculum review committee meeting that was held during the 2024-2025 school year. We have collaborated with the Board of Nursing to ensure we are providing the appropriate sequence of courses for students. This change aligns course content to instructional credits and provides options for stackable credentialing opportunities.

	5. Why is the course 140 hours?
	Please refer to 18VAC90-26-50.C, length of program, that  stipulates the program must be at least 140 clock hours, with at least 20 hours for skills acquisition, and at least 40 hours of clinical experience. Students must successfully complete all program requirements to earn a certificate of completion and sit for the Certified Nurse Aide Examination.

	6. Can we still offer the course over a full year or semester?
	Yes, course scheduling is a local school division decision. You may offer the course over a semester or year, as long as the 140-hour requirement is met.

	7. What happens to students currently in a two-year program?
	Students currently in a two-year sequence should complete the program during the 2025–2026 school year. Nurse Aide II will not be available in 2026–2027. Contact Crystal Stokes for technical assistance.

	8. Will students still be able to earn multiple credits this year (2025–2026)?
	Yes, all current courses remain available for the 2025–2026 school year.

	9. What are the approved course sequences for the new Nurse Aide course?
	The new, 140-hour, Nurse Aide course can be sequenced with: 
· Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences: 14001-I/II
· Patient Care Technician: 14051-III
· Home Health Aide: 14053
· Medication Aide: 14051-36

	10. Will we need to reapply to offer the new course?
	No, school divisions with an approved Nurse Aide program do not need to submit a new course application for the new Nurse Aide course. If a new sequential course is added, a new course application is required for the planned sequences of courses.

	11.  Is Introduction to Health and Medical Sciences required before Nurse Aide?
	No, there is no prerequisite course for the new Nurse Aide course.

	12. Can we offer Nurse Aide and Patient Care Technician together?
	Nurse Aide is a prerequisite course and must be completed before enrolling in Patient Care Technician.

	13. Are there clinical hour requirements for Patient Care Technician?
	Clinical hours are not required for Patient Care Technician certification. However, related credentials (e.g., EKG, Phlebotomy) may have additional requirements. See the CTE Resource Center website for more information.  

	14. Are there clinical hour requirements for Medication Aide?
	The Virginia Board of Nursing regulates Medication Aide which requires 68 hours of training and instruction. See 18VAC90-60-60, requirements for the program curriculum. If your school division is considering offering Medication Aide, please contact our office prior to implementation as this course is board-regulated.

	15. How does this change impact our dual-enrollment program?
	Dual enrolled courses offered through a university or community college will need to align with your school division’s CTE pathway of courses.

	16. How should we handle clinical scheduling with limited time and staff?
	Clinical scheduling is a local school division decision. School divisions must ensure students meet the Nurse Aide 40-hour clinical requirement.

	17. What are the requirements for instructors?
	Nurse Aide instructors must meet both: 
- VBON requirements (18VAC90-26-30) 
- VDOE requirements (8VAC20-23-250)

	18. Can a Licensed Practical Nurse teach Patient Care Technician?
	The following endorsements are aligned with Patient Care Technician: 8600-Practical Nursing and 8610-Nursing Aide.

	19. Is there an age requirement for Medication Aide certification?
	There is no age requirement for the Registered Medication Aide examination. For more information, see 18VAC90-60-90, requirements for initial registration.

	20. Will there be professional development for Medication Aide?
	Medication Aide professional development opportunities are currently being planned. All summer Health and Medical Sciences professional development opportunities will be announced in a CTE Memo. If your school division is considering offering Medication Aide, please contact our office prior to implementation as this course is board regulated.
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