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Virginia Essentialized Standards of Learning (VESOL) in Reading 
Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP) 
 

Complexity Continuum: Sentence Structure and Passage Length: 
Since 2022, complexity continuums for Reading VESOL have been largely defined by length of sentences 
and story/passages/text for each grade-level (3-8 and high school). Updated Reading VESOL will have 
complexity continuum that progress across grades that are defined by sentence structure, length of 
story/passages/text for grade bands (3-5, 6-8, and high school), and grade-level vocabulary. 
 

Sentence Structure: 
Lower complexity – Simple sentence structure comprised of sentences made up of single independent 
clauses and high frequency and grade-level words. (e.g., I threw the ball.) 
 
Intermediate complexity – Compound sentence structures comprised of sentences made up of single 
independent clauses and two or more independent clauses and high frequency and grade-level words. 
(e.g., I threw the ball. The ball flew in the air, and Tom caught it.) 
 
Higher complexity – Complex sentence structures made up of single independent clauses, two or more 
independent clauses, and one independent clause and one or more dependent clause and high 
frequency and grade-level words. (e.g., I threw the ball. The ball flew in the air, and Tom caught it. Tom 
jumped and smiled because he caught the ball.) 
 

Passage Length: 
Grades 3-5 – Text could range from one sentence to a paragraph of up to four sentences that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Grades 6-8 – Text could range from two sentences to a paragraph of up to seven sentences that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
High School – Text could range from four sentences to two paragraphs with five to seven sentences each 
that the student reads or that is read to the student. 
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Overview of Grade 3 Changes 
2021 

Standard 
2025 Standard 

Type of 
change 

Change 

R-3.1 R-RL.3.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text” 

R-3.1 R-RI.3.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text”  

R-3.2 R-RL.3.2 C Changed “passages” to “literary text,” added “use evidence”  

R-3.2 R-RI.3.2 C Changed “passages” to “informational text,” added “use evidence”  

R-3.3 R-RI.3.3 C Added “key details,” changed “passage” to “informational text”  

R-3.4 R-RL.3.3 C Changed “story” to “literary text”  

R-3.5 R-RL.3.4 C Changed “story” to “literary text”  

R-3.6 R-RI.3.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-3.7 R-RL.3.5 C Changed “passage” to “literary text”  

 R-RI.3.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text. 

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 3 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
3.FFR.3D Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy. 
3.RV.1F Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
3.RV.1H Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.3B, 3.4A, 3.4B, 3.4C, 3.4D, 3.4F, 
3.4G 

Standard: 
R-3.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.3.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
3.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 2-3 bands 
3.DSR.C The student will build knowledge and 
comprehension skills from reading and listening to 
a range of challenging, content-rich texts. This 
includes fluently reading and gathering evidence 
from grade-level complex texts and reading widely 
on topics to gain purposeful knowledge and 
vocabulary, and using reading strategies when 
comprehension breaks down. 
3.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include fantasy, humor, fable/fairy tale, 
realistic fiction, historical fiction, biography, 
autobiography, and folklore/tall tale, with a focus 
on folklore and tall tales. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.5C, 3.5G, 3.5H, 3.5J, 3.5L 

Standard: 
R-3.2 Answer questions about a passage that is 
read to the student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from a sentence with five 
or fewer words through a sentence with seven or 
more words. 

Standard: 
R-RL.3.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
3.RL.1C Describe a character’s attributes, including 
their traits, motivations, or feelings and how they 
develop throughout the text. 
3.RL.2A Discuss how an author uses characters and 
settings to advance the plot. 
3.RL.2B Identify and explain how an author uses 
sensory language (e.g., sights, sounds, smells, and 
tastes) to impact a reader’s understanding of 
characters, settings, and plot events. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.5D, 3.5F 

Standard: 
R-3.4 Identify a character in a story that is read to 
the student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story containing a character could range from 
a sentence of five or fewer words to a sentence of 
seven to fourteen words. 

Standard: 
R-RL.3.3 The student will identify a character in a 
literary text that the student reads or that is read 
to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
3.RL.2A Discuss how an author uses characters and 
settings to advance the plot. 
3.RL.2B Identify and explain how an author uses 
sensory language (e.g., sights, sounds, smells, and 
tastes) to impact a reader’s understanding of 
characters, settings, and plot events. 
3.RL.3C Compare and contrast the themes, 
settings, and plots of stories written by the same 
author about the same or similar characters. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.5D 

Standard: 
R-3.5 Identify a setting of a story that is read to the 
student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story with a setting could range from a 
sentence of five or fewer words to a sentence of 
seven to fourteen words. 

Standard: 
R-RL.3.4 The student will identify a setting in a 
literary text that the student reads or that is read 
to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
3.RL.2B Identify and explain how an author uses 
sensory language (e.g., sights, sounds, smells, and 
tastes) to impact a reader’s understanding of 
characters, settings, and plot events. 
3.RL.3B Compare and contrast details in paired 
literary and informational nonfiction texts 
including their treatment of similar themes, topics, 
and patterns of events. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.5D, 3.5E, 3.5I 

Standard: 
R-3.7 Identify an event, idea, or step in a passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage with an event, idea, or step could 
range from a sentence of five or fewer words to a 
sentence of seven to fourteen words. 

Standard: 
R-RL.3.5 The student will identify an event, idea, or 
step in a literary text that the student reads or that 
is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., characters, settings, 
beginning, middle, and resolution). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
3.FFR.3D Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy. 
3.RV.1F Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
3.RV.1H Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.3B, 3.4A, 3.4B, 3.4C, 3.4D, 3.4F, 
3.4G 

Standard: 
R-3.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.3.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
3.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 2-3 bands 
3.DSR.C The student will build knowledge and 
comprehension skills from reading and listening to 
a range of challenging, content-rich texts. This 
includes fluently reading and gathering evidence 
from grade-level complex texts and reading widely 
on topics to gain purposeful knowledge and 
vocabulary, and using reading strategies when 
comprehension breaks down. 
3.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
2017 Standards: SOL 3.5C, 3.5G, 3.5H, 3.5J, 3.5L 

Standard: 
R-3.2 Answer questions about a passage that is 
read to the student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from a sentence with five 
or fewer words through a sentence with seven or 
more words. 

Standard: 
R-RI.3.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  

3.RI.1B Summarize texts using language that 
pertains to time, sequence, and cause and 
effect, referring to historical events, scientific 
ideas, or steps in technical procedures. 
3.RI.3C Describe the connection between a series 
of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.6D, 3.6E 

Standard: 
R-3.3 Identify an event, idea, or step in a passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from a sentence with five 
or fewer words through a sentence of seven to 
fourteen words. 

Standard: 
R-RI.3.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical and scientific details.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
3.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to common organizational text 
structures, summarizing, asking questions of the 
text, and others. 
3.RI.1A Determine the main idea of multi-
paragraph texts as well as specific paragraphs 
within them. 
3.RI.2C Identify the author’s purpose for writing, 
including what the author wants to answer, 
explain, or describe. 
 
2017 Standards: 3.6A, 3.6G 

Standard: 
R-3.6 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The nonfiction text could range from a sentence of 
five or fewer words to a sentence of seven to 
fourteen words. 

Standard: 
R-RI.3.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  

3.RI.2B Use text features and search tools (e.g., 
sidebars, hyperlink) to locate and gain 
information efficiently. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

N/A Standard: 
R-RI.3.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text features could include a combination of 
title, table of contents, index, glossary, and 
headings, using high frequency and grade-level 
words. 
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Overview of Grade 4 Changes 
2021 

Standard 
2025 

Standard 
Type of 
change 

Change 

R-4.1 R-RL.4.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text”  

R-4.1 R-RI.4.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text”  

R-4.2 R-RL.4.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text” 

R-4.3 R-RI.4.2 C 
Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction passage” to 
“informational text”  

R-4.4 R-RI.4.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-4.5 R-RL.4.4 C 
Removed “character” and added “event(s) or idea(s)”, changed 
“story” to “literary text”  

R-4.6 R-RL.4.3 C Added “an individual,” changed “story” to “literary text”  

R-4.7 R-RI.4.3 C 
Removed “meaning” and “information” and added “step or key 
details,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational”  

  R-RI.4.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text. 

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 4 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
4.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
4.FFR.3C Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy. 
4.RV.1A Develop general academic language and 
content specific vocabulary by listening to, reading, 
and discussing a variety of texts relevant to a grade 
four topic or subject area. 
4.RV.1E Apply knowledge of morphology, 
synonyms, and antonyms to determine the 
meaning of complex words. 
4.RV.1F Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
4.RV.1H Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.4A, 4.4B, 4.4C, 4.4D 

Standard: 
R-4.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.4.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the lower range of the grades 
4-5 band.  
4.DSR.C When responding to texts through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
4.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include fantasy, humor, poetry, realistic 
fiction, historical fiction, biography, autobiography, 
and folklore/tall tales, with a focus on poetry, 
realistic fiction and historical fiction. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.5B, 4.5D, 4.5G, 4.5H, 4.5I, 4.5J 

Standard: 
R-4.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The passage may range from a sentence with six or 
fewer words through a sentence with seven or 
more words or two short sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.4.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
4.RL.1C Analyze characters in-depth, drawing on 
specific details from the text, including their 
words, actions, or a character’s thoughts.  
4.RL.2A Determine how an author uses language 
(dialogue, sensory language, and dialect), 
characters, and settings to advance the plot. 
4.RL.2C Identify the narrator of a story and the 
speaker of a poem. 
 

2017 Standards: 4.5E 

Standard: 
R-4.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
R-4.6 Identify the narrator or a character in a story 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story containing a character or narrator could 
range from a sentence of six or fewer words to a 
sentence of seven words or more or two short 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.4.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.RL.1B Identify the central conflict and resolution 
using events from the plot to summarize the text. 
4.RL.2A Determine how an author uses language 
(dialogue, sensory language, and dialect), 
characters, and settings to advance the plot. 
4.RL.2B Identify and explain how an author uses 
sensory language (e.g., sights, sounds, smells, and 
tastes) to impact a reader’s understanding of 
characters, settings, and plot events. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.5A, 4.5C, 4.5F 

Standard: 
R-4.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from a sentence of six or fewer words 
to a sentence of seven words or more or two short 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.4.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), or idea(s) in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., characters, setting, 
problem solving, conflict, and resolution). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
4.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
4.FFR.3C Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy 
4.RV.1A Develop general academic language and 
content specific vocabulary by listening to, reading, 
and discussing a variety of texts relevant to a grade 
four topic or subject area. 
4.RV.1E Apply knowledge of morphology, 
synonyms, and antonyms to determine the 
meaning of complex words. 
4.RV.1F Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
4.RV.1H Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.4A, 4.4B, 4.4C, 4.4D 

Standard: 
R-4.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 
 

Standard: 
R-RI.4.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the lower range of the 
grades 4-5 band.  
4.DSR.C When responding to texts through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
4.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.6E, 4.6F, 4.6G 

Standard: 
R-4.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction 
passage that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The passage may range from a sentence with six or 
fewer words through a sentence with seven or 
more words or two short sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.4.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
4.RI.1B Summarize events, procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in historical, scientific, or technical texts, 
including what happened and why.  
4.RI.3C Describe the relationships between a 
series of historical events, scientific concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures using words that 
pertain to comparison, sequence, or cause and 
effect. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.6D 

Standard: 
R-4.7 Identify meaning (an event, idea, or 
information) of a nonfiction text that is read to the 
student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text about an event, idea, or 
information may contain a graphic representation 
and range from a sentence of six or fewer words to 
a sentence of seven words or more or two short 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.4.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical and scientific details.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
4.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to common organizational text 
structures, summarizing, asking questions of the 
text, and others. 
4.RI.1A Summarize the main idea of multi-
paragraph texts and the specific paragraphs within 
them, explaining how key details support the main 
ideas. 
4.RI.2C Identify the author’s purpose for writing, 
including what the author wants to answer, 
explain, or describe. 
 
2017 Standards: 4.6B, 4.6C 

Standard: 
R-4.4 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from a sentence of 
six or fewer words to a sentence of seven words or 
more or two short sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.4.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
4.RI.2B Use text features and search tools (e.g., 
sidebars, hyperlink) to locate and gain information 
efficiently. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.4.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text features could include a combination of title, 
table of contents, index, glossary, and headings, 
using high frequency and grade-level words. 
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Overview of Grade 5 Changes 
2021 

Standard 
2025 Standard 

Type of 
change 

Change 

R-5.1 R-RL.5.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text”  

R-5.1 R-RI.5.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text”  

R-5.2 R-RL.5.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text”  

R-5.3 R-RI.5.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational”  

R-5.4 R-RI.5.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-5.5 R-RL.5.3 C 
Removed “setting” and added “narrator, an individual,” changed “story” 
to “literary text” 

R-5.5 R-RL.5.4 C 
Removed “character” and added “event(s), or idea(s),” changed “story” 
to “literary text” 

R-5.6 R-RI.5.3 C Added “step or key details,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational”  

  R-RL.5.5 NS 
Identify the meaning of language in a literary text that the student reads 
or that is read to the student. 

  R-RI.5.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text. 

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 5 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
5.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
5.FFR.3C Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy. 
5.RV.1A Develop general academic language and 
content specific vocabulary by listening to, reading, 
and discussing a variety of grade-five texts and 
topics. 
5.RV.1E Apply knowledge of grade-level 
appropriate synonyms and antonyms to better 
understand each word. 
5.RV.1G Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
5.RV.1I Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.4A, 5.4B, 5.4C, 5.4D, 5.4E 

Standard: 
R-5.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.5.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 4-5 band.  
5.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussions and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences from 
texts, including quoting or paraphrasing accurately 
and tracing where relevant evidence is located. 
5.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include poetry, fantasy, humor, mystery, 
adventure, realistic fiction, historical fiction, and 
folklore/tall tales, with a focus on fantasy. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.5D, 5.5F, 5.5G, 5.5I, 5.5J, 5.5K, 
5.5L 

Standard: 
R-5.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The passage could range from a sentence with six 
or fewer words to two sentences with five to seven 
words or a short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RL.5.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
5.RL.1C Explain how events from the plot cause 
the character(s) to change or evolve and how the 
development of character(s) or settings impact the 
plot. 
5.RL.2A Describe how an author develops 
character through what characters say, think, do, 
and how they respond to other characters. 
understanding characters, setting, and plot events. 
5.RL.3C Compare and contrast the point of view 
from which different stories are narrated, 
including the difference between first-and third-
person narratives. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.5A, 5.5B, 5.5C, 5.5E 

Standard: 
R-5.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from a sentence with six or fewer 
words to two sentences with five to seven words 
or a short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RL.5.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.RL.1B Describe plots in stories as a sequence of 
events that develops the central conflict and 
resolution, including initiating events, climax, and 
resolution. 
5.RL.1C Explain how events from the plot cause 
the character(s) to change or evolve and how the 
development of character(s) or settings impact the 
plot. 
5.RL.2B Analyze the author’s use of language (e.g., 
synonyms, figurative language, sensory words, 
dialogue, dialect) and their impact on 
understanding characters, setting, and plot events. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.5A, 5.5B, 5.5C, 5.5E 

Standard: 
R-5.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from a sentence with six or fewer 
words to two sentences with five to seven words 
or a short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RL.5.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), or idea(s) in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., characters, setting, 
problem solving, conflict, and resolution). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
5.RL.2B Analyze the author’s use of language (e.g., 
synonyms, figurative language, sensory words, 
dialogue, dialect) and their impact on 
understanding characters, setting, and plot events. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RL.5.5 The student will identify the meaning of 
language in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include figurative language (e.g., 
simile, metaphor, alliteration, and 
personification) or sensory words (e.g., words 
that describe touch, taste, sight, smell, and 
hearing). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
5.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
5.FFR.3C Read grade-level high-frequency words, 
including decodable and irregular words, with 
automaticity and accuracy. 
5.RV.1A Develop general academic language and 
content specific vocabulary by listening to, reading, 
and discussing a variety of grade-five texts and 
topics. 
5.RV.1E Apply knowledge of grade-level 
appropriate synonyms and antonyms to better 
understand each word. 
5.RV.1G Develop breadth of vocabulary knowledge 
by listening to and reading high quality, complex 
text. 
5.RV.1I Use strategies to infer word meanings. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.4A, 5.4B, 5.4C, 5.4D, 5.4E 

Standard: 
R-5.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.5.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could include high frequency, decodable, 
and grade-level words shown with or without a 
graphic representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 4-5 band.  
5.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussions and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences from 
texts, including quoting or paraphrasing accurately 
and tracing where relevant evidence is located. 
5.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.6E, 5.6F, 5.6G, 5.6H, 5.6I, 5.6J 

Standard: 
R-5.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction text 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from a sentence 
with six or fewer words to two sentences with five 
to seven words or a short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RI.5.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
5.RI.1B Summarize events, procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in historical, scientific, or technical texts, 
including what happened, how and why. 
5.RI.3C Explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, 
procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical texts, including what 
happened and why based on specific information 
in the text. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.6B, 5.6D 

Standard: 
R-5.6 Identify details (an event, idea, or 
information) of a nonfiction text that is read to the 
student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text about an event, idea, or 
information may contain a graphic representation 
and range from a sentence of seven or fewer 
words to two sentences of five to seven words or a 
short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RI.5.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical and scientific details.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
5.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to common organizational text 
structures, summarizing, asking questions of the 
text, and others. 
5.RI.1A Summarize the main ideas of texts and 
specific paragraphs within them, including how 
they are developed through the details. 
5.RI.2C Determine the author’s purpose(s) and 
describe how the author’s perspective (e.g., 
beliefs, assumptions, biases) influences the 
meaning of the text. 
 
2017 Standards: 5.6C 

Standard: 
R-5.4 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from a sentence 
with six or fewer words to two sentences with five 
to seven words or a short paragraph. 

Standard: 
R-RI.5.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from one sentence to a 
paragraph of up to four sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
5.RI.2B Examine text features and search tools in 
multiple print and digital sources to evaluate and 
gain meaning from the information found. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.5.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text features could include a combination of title, 
table of contents, index, glossary, and headings, 
using high frequency and grade-level words. 
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Overview of Grade 6 Changes 

2021 
Standard 

2025 Standard 
Type of 
change 

Change 

R-6.1  R-RL.6.1  C  Changed “passages” to “literary”   

R-6.1 R-RI.6.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text” 

R-6.2 R-RL.6.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text” 

R-6.3 R-RI.6.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-6.4 R-RI.6.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-6.5 R-RL.6.5 C 
Removed “one word meaning of figurative language” and added “meaning 
of language,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text” 

R-6.6 R-RI.6.3 C 
Added “step, or key details” and removed “information,” changed 
“nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-6.7 R-RL.6.3 C 
Removed “event, or idea” and added “narrator” and “character,” changed 
“fiction passage” to “literary text” 

R-6.7 R-RL.6.4 C 
Removed “individual” and added “setting, event(s), idea(s) or theme,” 
changed “fiction passage” to “literary text” 

  R-RI.6.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text. 

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 6 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding when 
necessary. 
6.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
6.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general 
academic language and content-specific vocabulary 
by listening to, reading, and discussing a variety of 
grade-six texts and topics. 
6.RV.1B Use context and sentence structure to 
determine multiple meanings of words and clarify 
the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases. 
6.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms and antonyms to better 
understand each word. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.4A, 6.4B, 6.4C, 6.4D, 6.4E 

Standard: 
R-6.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.6.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the lower range of the grade 
6-8 band. 
6.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw pieces of evidence 
from grade-level complex texts to support claims, 
conclusions, and inferences, including quoting or 
paraphrasing from texts accurately and tracing 
where relevant evidence is located. 
6.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include short stories, literary nonfiction, 
novels, poetry, and drama. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.5D, 6.5F, 6.5G, 6.5I, 6.5J-L 

Standard: 
R-6.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from two short sentences 
with six or fewer words to two medium sentences 
with five to seven words to a paragraph with up to 
five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.6.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.RL.1C Differentiate between internal and 
external conflicts (e.g., individual vs. Individual, 
individual vs. Nature, individual vs. Society, 
individual vs. Technology, and individual vs. Self) 
and explain how they impact character 
development and plot.  
6.RL.1D Explain how static and dynamic characters 
impact the plot.  
6.RL.2C Explain how an author develops the point 
of view (e.g., first-person, third person limited, 
third-person omniscient) of the narrator or 
speaker in a text and influences how events are 
described in stories, plays, or poems. 
6.RL.3A Describe how the interactions between 
individuals, settings, events, and ideas within a 
text influence one another. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.5A, 6.5B, 6.5C, 6.5I 

Standard: 
R-6.7 Identify an individual, event, or idea in a 
fiction passage that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage including an individual, event, or idea 
could range from two short sentences of six or 
fewer words to two medium sentences with five to 
seven words to a paragraph with up to five 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.6.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.RL.1A Summarize texts, including determining 
the central theme of stories, plays, or poems, and 
how they are conveyed through specific details. 
6.RL.1B Describe plot developments in stories and 
dramas by examining the exposition, initiating 
event, central conflict, rising action, climax, falling 
action, and resolution. 
6.RL.3A Describe how the interactions between 
individuals, settings, events, and ideas within a 
text influence one another. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.5A, 6.5B, 6.5C, 6.5I 

Standard: 
R-6.7 Identify an individual, event, or idea in a 
fiction passage that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage including an individual, event, or idea 
could range from two short sentences of six or 
fewer words to two medium sentences with five to 
seven words to a paragraph with up to five 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.6.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), idea(s), or theme in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., problem solving, 
connections and interactions between individuals 
or characters). 

• Text could include details that pertain to thematic 
topics (e.g., friendship, celebration, hard work). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
6.RL.2B Explain elements of author’s style as 
purposeful choices (e.g., imagery, figurative 
language, and word choice) to develop tone. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.5H 

Standard: 
R-6.5 Identify the one word meaning of figurative 
language in a fiction passage that is read to the 
student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage containing figurative language could 
range from two short sentences with six or fewer 
words to two medium sentences with five to seven 
words to a paragraph with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.6.5 The student will identify the meaning of 
language in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include figurative language (e.g., 
simile, personification, onomatopoeia) or sensory 
words (e.g., words that describe touch, taste, 
sight, smell, and hearing). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
6.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding when 
necessary. 
6.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
6.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general 
academic language and content-specific vocabulary 
by listening to, reading, and discussing a variety of 
grade-six texts and topics. 
6.RV.1B Use context and sentence structure to 
determine multiple meanings of words and clarify 
the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases. 
6.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms 
 
2017 Standards: 6.4A, 6.4B, 6.4C, 6.4D, 6.4E 

Standard: 
R-6.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.6.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the lower range of the grade 
6-8 band. 
6.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
6.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.6E, 6.6F, 6.6G 

Standard: 
R-6.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction text 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from two short 
sentences with six or fewer words to two medium 
sentences with five to seven words up to a 
paragraph with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.6.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
6.RI.1B Describe how a key individual, event or 
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in 
historical, scientific, or technical texts (e.g., 
through examples or anecdotes). 
6.RI.3A Describe ideas within and between 
selections including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, or sections contribute to the 
development of ideas. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.6C, 6.6D, 6.6H, 6.6I, 6.6J 

Standard: 
R-6.6 Identify an event, idea, or information in a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text including an individual, event, 
or information could range from two short 
sentences of six or fewer words to two medium 
sentences with five to seven words to a paragraph 
with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.6.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical, scientific, and technical 
details (e.g., receipts, recipes, flyers, menus).  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
6.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to text structure, common 
organizational structures, summarizing, asking 
questions of the text, and others 
6.RI.1A Summarize texts, including their main 
idea(s) and how they are developed with specific 
details. 
6.RI.2B Explain how an author’s word choice, 
organizational pattern, and language structure 
convey the author’s purpose. 
6.RI.2C Explain how an author establishes and 
conveys a perspective or purpose in an 
informational text. 
 
2017 Standards: 6.6B 

Standard: 
R-6.4 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text with a main idea could range 
from two short sentences of six or fewer words to 
two medium sentences with five to seven words to 
a paragraph with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.6.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information that supports 
instruction of the author's purpose for writing 
(e.g., to answer a question, explain, or describe). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
6.RI.2A Determine the purpose of text features 
(e.g., boldface and italics type; type set in color; 
underlining; graphics and photographs; and 
headings and subheadings). 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.6.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text features could include a combination of title, 
graphics, photographs, table of contents, index, 
glossary, headings, and annotations, using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 
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Overview of Grade 7 Changes 

2021 
Standard 

2025 
Standard 

Type of 
change 

Change 

R-7.1 R-RL.7.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text” 

R-7.1 R-RI.7.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text”  

R-7.2 R-RL.7.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text”  

R-7.3 R-RI.7.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational”  

R-7.4 R-RI.7.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational”  

R-7.5 R-RL.7.3 C 
Removed “setting, or event” added “narrator, an individual,” changed 
“story” to “literary text”  

R-7.6 R-RI.7.3 C 
Removed “individual” and added “step, or key details,” changed 
“nonfiction” to “informational”  

R-7.5, R-7.7 R-RL.7.4 C 
Removed “character” (from R-7.5) and “information or an idea” (from R-
7.7) and added “setting, event(s), idea(s), or theme,” changed “fiction 
passage” to “literary text”  

  R-RL.7.5 NS 
Identify the meaning of language in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 

  R-RI.7.5 NS  Answer questions about text features in an informational text 

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 7 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
7.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
7.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
7.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general 
academic language and content-specific 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-seven texts and topics. 
7.RV.1B Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) to determine the meaning 
of words or phrases. 
7.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms, antonyms, and 
analogies to better understand each word. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.4A, 7.4B, 7.4C, 7.4D, 7.4E, 7.4F 

Standard: 
R-7.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.7.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
7.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the mid-range of the grade 6-
8 band. 
7.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
7.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include short stories, literary nonfiction, 
novels, poetry, and drama. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.5B, 7.5D, 7.5E, 7.5F, 7.5G, 7.5I 

Standard: 
R-7.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from two medium 
sentences with five to seven words to a paragraph 
with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.7.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
7.RL.1C Explain how static and dynamic characters 
and the roles of protagonist and antagonist 
influence plot events. 
7.RL.2C Explain how an author develops the points 
of view of different characters in a text (e.g., first-
person, third person limited, third-person 
omniscient) and how they affect the reader’s 
interpretation of a text. 
7.RL.3A Explain how particular elements of stories 
or dramas interact including how settings shape 
and influence characters and plot. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.5A, 7.5C 

Standard: 
R-7.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from two medium sentences with five 
to seven words to a paragraph with up to five 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.7.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
7.RL.1A Describe stated or implied themes of 
texts and analyze their development throughout 
the texts using specific details. 
7.RL.1B Analyze how the central conflict and key 
elements (e.g., exposition, initiating event, rising 
action, climax, falling action, and resolution) 
impact plot development. 
7.RL.3A Explain how particular elements of 
stories or dramas interact including how settings 
shape and influence characters and plot. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.5H 

Standard: 
R-7.5 Identify a character, setting, or event in a story 
that is read to the student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from two medium sentences with five to 
seven words to a paragraph with up to five 
sentences. 
 
R-7.7 Identify information or an idea in a fiction 
passage that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage containing information, or an idea could 
range from two medium sentences with five to seven 
words to a paragraph with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.7.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), idea(s), or theme in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., problem solving, 
connections and interactions between individuals 
or characters). 

• Text could include details that pertain to thematic 
topics (e.g., family, bravery, kindness). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
7.RL.2B Analyze how the elements of an 
author’s style (e.g., word choice, sentence 
structure, dialogue, figurative language, 
imagery) are used to influence and develop 
tone. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RL.7.5 The student will identify the meaning of 
language in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include figurative language (e.g., 
simile, personification, onomatopoeia) or sensory 
words (e.g., words that describe touch, taste, 
sight, smell, and hearing). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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 Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
7.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
7.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
7.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general 
academic language and content-specific 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-seven texts and topics. 
7.RV.1B Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) to determine the meaning 
of words or phrases. 
7.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms, antonyms, and 
analogies to better understand each word. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.4A, 7.4B, 7.4C, 7.4D, 7.4E, 7.4F 

Standard: 
R-7.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.7.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
7.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the mid-range of the grade 6-
8 band. 
7.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
7.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.6B, 7.6C, 7.6E, 7.6F 

Standard: 
R-7.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction text 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from two medium 
sentences with five to seven words to a paragraph 
with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.7.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
7.RI.1B Analyze how the author unfolds a 
perspective or series of ideas or events in 
historical, scientific, or technical texts, including 
the order in which the points are made and how 
they are introduced and developed. 
7.RI.3A Analyze ideas within and between 
selections including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, or sections contribute to the 
development and meaning of ideas. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.6D, 7.6H, 7.6I, 7.6J, 7.6K, 7.6L 

Standard: 
R-7.6 Identify an individual, event, or idea in 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text including an individual, event, 
or information could range from two medium 
sentences with five to seven words to a paragraph 
with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.7.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical, scientific, and technical 
details (e.g., receipts, recipes, flyers, menus).  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
7.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to text structure, common 
organizational structures, summarizing, asking 
questions of the text, and others. 
7.RI.1A Create a main idea statement and provide 
an accurate summary of how key events or ideas 
develop through the text. 
7.RI.2B Analyze how an author’s word choice, 
organizational pattern, and language structure 
impact the author’s purpose and support the 
reader’s comprehension. 
7.RI.2C Analyze how an author’s purpose(s) 
reflects the author’s perspective (e.g., beliefs, 
assumptions, biases) and influences the meaning 
of an informational text. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.6G 

Standard: 
R-7.4 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text with a main idea could range 
from two medium sentences with five to seven 
words to a paragraph with up to five sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.7.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information that supports 
instruction of the author's purpose for writing 
(e.g., to answer a question, explain, or describe). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
7.RI.2A Analyze how an author uses text features 
(e.g., boldface and italics; type set in color; 
underlining; indentation; sidebars; illustrations, 
graphics and photographs; headings and 
subheadings; footnotes and annotations) to 
enhance and support the reader’s comprehension. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.7.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text features could include a combination of title, 
graphics, photographs, table of contents, index, 
glossary, headings, and annotations, using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 
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Overview of Grade 8 Changes 
2021 

Standard 
2025 

Standard 
Type of 
change 

Change 

R-8.1 R-RL.8.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text” 

R-8.1 R-RI.8.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text” 

R-8.2 R-RL.8.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passages” to “literary texts” 

R-8.3 R-RI.8.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-8.4 R-RI.8.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-8.5 R-RL.8.5 C 
Changed “figurative language” to “language,” changed “fiction passages” to 
“literary texts” 

R-8.6 R-RL.8.3 C 
Removed “event, or idea” and added “narrator” and “character and their 
characteristics”; changed “fiction passage” to literary text” 

R-8.7 R-RL.8.4 C 
Removed “information or an idea” and added “setting, event(s), idea(s) or 
theme”; changed “fiction passage” to literary text” 

R-8.8 R-RI.8.3 C 
Changed “information or an idea” to “an event, idea, step, or key details”; 
changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

  R-RI.8.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text.  

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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Grade 8 Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
8.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
8.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
8.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general and 
academic language and content-specific 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-eight texts and topics. 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-seven texts and topics. 
8.RV.1B Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) to determine the meaning 
of words or phrases. 
8.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms, antonyms, and 
analogies to better understand each word. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.4A, 8.4B, 8.4C, 8.4E, 8.4F 

Standard: 
R-8.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.8.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
8.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 6-8 band. 
8.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
8.RL The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from a variety of grade-level complex literary texts 
read to include short stories, literary nonfiction, 
novels, poetry, and drama. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.5B, 8.5C, 8.5E, 8.5F, 8.5H, 8.5I 

Standard: 
R-8.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from three medium 
sentences with five to seven words to a paragraph 
with five to seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.8.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
8.RL.1A Analyze and explain the development of 
theme(s) over the course of texts and their 
relationship to the characters, settings, plots, and 
overall messages. 
8.RL.1C Justify the decisions and actions of 
dynamic versus static characters using dialogue or 
specific events from the text. 
8.RL.2C Analyze how an author develops and 
contrasts the points of view of different characters 
or narrators in a text. 
 

2017 Standards: 8.5A 

Standard: 
R-8.6 Identify an individual, event, or idea in a 
fiction passage that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage including an individual, event, or idea 
could range from three medium sentences with 
five to seven words to a paragraph with five to 
seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.8.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character and their characteristics 
in a literary text that the student reads or that is 
read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information about characters' 
physical characteristics or characteristics referring 
to states of being (e.g., mad, sad, happy). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards: 8.RL.1A Analyze and explain the 
development of theme(s) over the course of texts 
and their relationship to the characters, settings, 
plots, and overall messages. 
8.RL.2D Analyze how an author’s use of literary 
devices including foreshadowing, flashback, 
symbolism, and irony are used to build mystery, 
suspense, or surprise. 
 
2017 Standards: 7.5H 

Standard: 
R-8.7 Identify information or an idea in a fiction 
passage that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage with information or an idea could 
range from three medium sentences with five to 
seven words to a paragraph with five to seven 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.8.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), idea(s), or theme in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., problem solving, 
connections and interactions between individuals 
or characters). 

• Text could include details that pertain to thematic 
topics (e.g., family, bravery, kindness). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
8.RL.2B Analyze how the elements of an author’s 
style (e.g., dialogue, sentence structure and word 
choices) are used to influence and develop tone 
and voice. 
8.RV.1E Analyze the construction and meaning of 
an author’s use of symbols, analogy, and figurative 
language such as simile, metaphor, personification, 
hyperbole, and idiom. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.5D 

Standard: 
R-8.5 Identify the meaning of figurative language 
in a fiction passage that is read to the student or 
that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage containing figurative language could 
range from three medium sentences with five to 
seven words to a paragraph with five to seven 
sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.8.5 The student will identify the meaning of 
language in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include figurative language (e.g., 
simile, personification, onomatopoeia) or sensory 
words (e.g., words that describe touch, taste, 
sight, smell, and hearing). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
8.DSR.A Monitor while reading to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and understanding, as 
necessary. 
8.DSR.D Regularly engage in reading a series of 
conceptually related texts organized around topics 
of study to build knowledge and vocabulary. 
8.RV.1A Develop and accurately use general and 
academic language and content-specific 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-eight texts and topics. 
vocabulary by listening to, reading, and discussing 
a variety of grade-seven texts and topics. 
8.RV.1B Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) to determine the meaning 
of words or phrases. 
8.RV.1D Use the relationship between particular 
words, including synonyms, antonyms, and 
analogies to better understand each word. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.4A, 8.4B, 8.4C, 8.4E, 8.4F 

Standard: 
R-8.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.8.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
similar, opposite, and multiple meanings. 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
8.DSR.B Proficiently read and comprehend a 
variety of literary and informational texts that 
exhibit complexity at the higher range of the 
grades 6-8 band. 
8.DSR.C When responding to text through 
discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of 
evidence from grade-level complex texts to 
support claims, conclusions, and inferences, 
including quoting or paraphrasing from texts 
accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is 
located. 
8.RI The student will use textual evidence to 
demonstrate comprehension and build knowledge 
from grade-level complex informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.6A, 8.6D, 8.6E, 8.6F 

Standard: 
R-8.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction text 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from three 
medium sentences with five to seven words to a 
paragraph with five to seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.8.2 The student will use evidence from text to 
answer questions about an informational text that 
the student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
8.RI.1B Analyze how the author unfolds a 
perspective or series of ideas or events in 
historical, scientific, or technical texts, including 
the order in which the points are made, how they 
are introduced and developed, and the 
connections drawn between them. 
8.RI.3A Analyze ideas within and between 
selections including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, sections, and text features contribute 
to the development and refinement of the ideas 
presented. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.6C, 8.6G, 8.6I, 8.6J, 8.6K, 8.6L 

Standard: 
R-8.8 Identify information or an idea in a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text with information or an idea 
could range from three medium sentences with 
five to seven words to a paragraph with five to 
seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.8.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical, scientific, and technical 
details (e.g., job applications, receipts, recipes, 
flyers, menus).  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
8.DSR.E Use reading strategies as needed to aid 
and monitor comprehension when encountering 
challenging sections of text. These sense-making 
strategies attend to text structure, common 
organizational structures, summarizing, asking 
questions of the text, and others. 
8.RI.1A Create a main idea statement and provide 
an accurate summary, clarifying the relationships 
among the key details and ideas or events. 
8.RI.2B Analyze how an author’s word choice, 
organizational pattern, language structure, 
viewpoints, and qualifications impact meaning and 
credibility of a text. 
8.RI.2C Analyze how an author establishes and 
conveys a perspective or purpose in a text and 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting 
evidence or viewpoints. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.6H 

Standard: 
R-8.4 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text with a main idea could range 
from three medium sentences with five to seven 
words to a paragraph with five to seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RI.8.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information that supports 
instruction of the author's purpose for writing 
(e.g., to answer a question, explain, or describe). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 

2024 Standards:  
8.RI.2A Evaluate an author’s use of text features 
(e.g., boldface and italics; type set in color; 
underlining; indentation; sidebars; illustrations, 
graphics, and photographs; headings and 
subheadings; footnotes and annotations) to 
enhance and support the reader’s comprehension. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.8.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
Text features could include a combination of title, 
graphics, photographs, table of contents, index, 
glossary, headings, and annotations, using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 
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Overview of Grade HS Changes 

2021 
Standard 

2025 
Standard 

Type of 
change 

Change 

R-HS.1 R-RL.HS.1 C Changed “passages” to “literary text” 

R-HS.1 R-RI.HS.1 C Changed “passages” to “informational text” 

R-HS.2 R-RL.HS.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “fiction passage” to “literary text” 

R-HS.3 R-RI.HS.2 C Added “use evidence,” changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-HS.4 R-RL.HS.3 C 
Removed “setting” and added “narrator, an individual, or a character 
and their characteristics”; changed “story” to literary text” 

R-HS.5 R-RL.HS.5 C Changed “story” to “literary text” 

R-HS.6 R-RI.HS.4 C Changed “nonfiction” to “informational” 

R-HS.4, R-HS.7 R-RL.HS.4 C 
Removed “character” (from R-HS.4) and “information” (from R-HS.7) 
and added “setting” and “events” 

R-HS.8 R-RI.HS.3 C Removed “information” and added “event” and “step, or key details” 

  R-RI.HS.5 NS Answer questions about text features in an informational text.  

Key: Standard stayed the same (S), Changed standard (C), Combined standards (CB), Removed standard (R), New Grade Level Standard (NS) 
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High School Reading 
Demonstrate comprehension of literary texts and use word analysis strategies (RL) 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
9.DSR.A, 10.DSR.A, 11.DSR.A, 12.DSR.A Read a 
variety of grade-level complex text with accuracy, 
automaticity, appropriate rate, and meaningful 
expression in successive readings to support 
comprehension. Monitor while reading to confirm 
or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, as necessary. 
9.DSR.D, 10.DSR.D, 11.DSR.D, 12.DSR.D Regularly 
engage in reading a series of conceptually related 
texts organized around topics of study to build 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
9.RV.1A, 10. RV.1A, 11.RV.1A, 12.RV.1A Develop 
and accurately use general academic and content-
specific vocabulary through reading, discussing, 
and writing about grade-level texts and topics. 
9.RV.1B, 10.RV.1B, 11.RV.1B, 12.RV.1B Use 
context and sentence structure to clarify the literal 
and figurative meanings of words and phrases. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.3A, 10.3A, 11.3A, 9.3B, 9.3C, 
9.3D, 9.3E 

Standard: 
R-HS.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RL.HS.1 The student will understand the 
meaning of words in literary text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student.  
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
literal, figurative, similar, opposite, and multiple 
meanings.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 

  



 

48 
Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) – 2021 to 2025 VESOL Crosswalk 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.DSR.B, 10.DSR.B, 11.DSR.B, 12.DSR.B 
Proficiently read and comprehend a variety of 
literary and informational texts that exhibit 
complexity at the lower range of the grades 9-10 
band. 
9.DSR.C, 10.DSR.C, 11.DSR.C, 12.DSR.C When 
responding to text through discussions and/or 
writing, draw several pieces of evidence from 
grade-level complex texts to support claims, 
conclusions, and inferences, including quoting or 
paraphrasing from texts accurately and tracing 
where relevant evidence is located  
9.RL, 10.RL, 11.RL, 12.RL The student will use 
textual evidence to demonstrate comprehension 
and build knowledge from a variety of grade-level 
complex literary texts read to include literary 
nonfiction (including world, British, and American 
literature), narratives, poetry, and drama, with an 
emphasis on American literature. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.4A, 9.4D, 9.4F, 9.4G, 9.4H, 9.4I, 
9.4J, 10.4A, 10.4H, 10.4I, 10.4K, 11.4C, 11.4E, 
11.4G, 11.4H, 11.4I 

Standard: 
R-HS.2 Answer questions about a fiction passage 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The passage could range from four medium 
sentences with five to seven words up to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences. 

Standard: 
R-RL.HS.2 The student will use evidence from text 
to answer questions about a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.RL.1C Differentiate between character types in 
literary texts (e.g., dynamic/round character, 
static/flat character, and stereotype) and their 
impact on the theme. 
10.RL.1C Describe the different character roles in 
literary texts (e.g., foil, tragic, hero) and their 
impact on the theme. 
11.RL.1C Analyze how characters are revealed 
through particular lines of dialogue or events. 
12.RL.1C Analyze how complex characters-those 
with multiple or conflicting motivations-develop 
over the course of texts, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.4B, 10.4F, 11.4F 

Standard: 
R-HS.4 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from four medium sentences with five 
to seven words up to two paragraphs with five to 
seven sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RL.HS.3 The student will identify the narrator, an 
individual, or a character and their characteristics 
in a literary text that the student reads or that is 
read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information about characters' 
physical characteristics or characteristics referring 
to states of being (e.g., mad, sad, happy). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 

  



 

50 
Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) – 2021 to 2025 VESOL Crosswalk 

2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.RL.3B Explain the relationships between and 
among particular literary elements of a story or 
play, including how the setting shapes the plot and 
characters. 
10.RL.1B Analyze how authors structure texts to 
advance the plot, explaining how each event gives 
rise to the next or foreshadows a future event. 
11.RL.1B Describe how a particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the setting and plot. 
11.RL.1C Analyze how characters are revealed 
through particular lines of dialogue or events. 
12.RL.1B Examine how authors structure a text 
and order events within it through parallel 
episodes, subplots, and conflicts, and explain how 
they create such effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. 
12.RL.3B Analyze how the author organizes an 
analysis or series of ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, and the connections 
that are drawn between them. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.4K, 10.4J, 11.4K 

Standard: 
R-HS.4 Identify a character, setting, or event in a 
story that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The story including a character, setting, or event 
could range from four medium sentences with five 
to seven words up to two paragraphs with five to 
seven sentences each. 
 
R-HS.7 Identify information or ideas in a fiction 
passage that is read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The passage including information or ideas could 
range from four medium sentences with five to 
seven words up to two paragraphs with five to 
seven sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RL.HS.4 The student will identify the setting, 
event(s), or idea(s) in a literary text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include elements of plot 
that drive the story (e.g., problem solving, 
connections and interactions between individuals 
or characters, settings, events, or ideas). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.RL.1A Explain stated or implied themes, 
analyzing their development over the course of 
texts, and the relationship of characters, setting, 
and plot to those themes. 
10.RL.1A Analyze the development of universal 
themes (e.g., survival of the fittest, coming of age, 
power of love) prevalent in world literature (e.g., 
short stories, poems, plays, novels, and literary 
nonfiction) of different cultures and eras. 
11.RL.1A Analyze the development of universal 
themes (e.g., loss of innocence, coming of age, 
relationship with nature) prevalent in American 
literature (e.g., short stories, poems, plays, novels, 
essays, and literary nonfiction) of different eras. 
12.RL.1A Analyze the development of universal 
themes (e.g., loss of innocence, coming of age, 
relationship with nature) prevalent in British 
literature (e.g., short stories, poems, plays, novels, 
essays, and literary nonfiction) of different eras. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.4C, 10.4D, 10.4G 

Standard: 
R-HS.5 Identify a theme or topic in a story that is 
read to the student or that the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The story including a theme or topic could range 
from four medium sentences with five to seven 
words up to two paragraphs with five to seven 
sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RL.HS.5 The student will identify a theme or 
topic in a literary text that the student reads or 
that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include details that pertain to 
universal themes (e.g., survival, struggle, success, 
nature). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 
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Demonstrate comprehension of informational texts and use word analysis strategies (RI) 
2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards: 
9.DSR.A, 10.DSR.A, 11.DSR.A, 12.DSR.A Read a 
variety of grade-level complex text with accuracy, 
automaticity, appropriate rate, and meaningful 
expression in successive readings to support 
comprehension. Monitor while reading to confirm 
or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, as necessary. 
9.DSR.D, 10.DSR.D, 11.DSR.D, 12.DSR.D Regularly 
engage in reading a series of conceptually related 
texts organized around topics of study to build 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
9.RV.1A, 10. RV.1A, 11.RV.1A, 12.RV.1A Develop 
and accurately use general academic and content-
specific vocabulary through reading, discussing, 
and writing about grade-level texts and topics. 
9.RV.1B, 10.RV.1B, 11.RV.1B, 12.RV.1B Use 
context and sentence structure to clarify the literal 
and figurative meanings of words and phrases. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.3A, 10.3A, 11.3A, 9.3B, 9.3C, 
9.3D, 9.3E 

Standard: 
R-HS.1 Understand the meaning of words in 
passages that are read to the student or that the 
student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 
The words could be shown with or without a 
graphic representation or could appear in a 
sentence. 

Standard: 
R-RI.HS.1 The student will understand the meaning 
of words in informational text that the student 
reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum: 

• Words could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and include content-specific 
vocabulary, context for grade-level words with 
literal, figurative, similar, opposite, and multiple 
meanings.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.DSR.B, 10.DSR.B, 11.DSR.B, 12.DSR.B 
Proficiently read and comprehend a variety of 
literary and informational texts that exhibit 
complexity at the lower range of the grades 9-10 
band. 
9.DSR.C, 10.DSR.C, 11.DSR.C, 12.DSR.C When 
responding to text through discussions and/or 
writing, draw several pieces of evidence from 
grade-level complex texts to support claims, 
conclusions, and inferences, including quoting or 
paraphrasing from texts accurately and tracing 
where relevant evidence is located  
9.RI, 10.RI, 11.RI, 12.RI The student will use 
textual evidence to demonstrate comprehension 
and build knowledge from grade-level complex 
informational texts read. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.6A, 8.6D, 8.6E, 8.6F 

Standard: 
R-HS.3 Answer questions about a nonfiction text 
that is read to the student or that the student 
reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text could range from four medium 
sentences with five to seven words up to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RI.HS.2 The student will use evidence from text 
to answer questions about an informational text 
that the student reads or that is read to the 
student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 

2024 Standards:  
8.RI.1B Analyze how the author unfolds a 
perspective or series of ideas or events in 
historical, scientific, or technical texts, including 
the order in which the points are made, how they 
are introduced and developed, and the 
connections drawn between them. 
8.RI.3A Analyze ideas within and between 
selections including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, sections, and text features contribute 
to the development and refinement of the ideas 
presented. 
 
2017 Standards: 8.6C, 8.6G, 8.6I, 8.6J, 8.6K, 8.6L 

Standard: 
R-HS.8 Identify information or an idea in a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text including information or ideas 
could range from four medium sentences with five 
to seven words up to two paragraphs with five to 
seven sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RI.HS.3 The student will identify an event, idea, 
step, or key details in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation and may include simple 
references to historical, scientific, and technical 
details (e.g., job applications, simple manuals, 
receipts, recipes, flyers, menus).  

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from two sentences to a 
paragraph of up to seven sentences. 
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2024 and 2017 VASOL 2022 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 2025 VESOL and Complexity Continuum 

2024 Standards:  
9.DSR.E, 10.DSR.E, 11.DSR.E, 12.DSR.E Use 
reading strategies as needed to aid and monitor 
comprehension when encountering challenging 
sections of text. These sense-making strategies 
attend to text structure, common organizational 
structures, summarizing, asking questions of the 
text, and others. 
9.RI.1A Analyze the development of main ideas 
over the course of texts, including how they 
emerge, are shaped, and are refined by specific 
details to help reveal the author’s intended 
purpose for writing. 
10.RI.2C Analyze the author’s purpose and impact 
of literary techniques such as hyperbole, analogy, 
and paradox as they appear in texts. 
11.RI.2C Recognize and analyze the author’s 
purpose and impact of ambiguity, contradiction, 
paradox, oxymoron, irony, sarcasm, 
overstatement, and understatement in 
informational texts. 
 
2017 Standards: 9.5D, 10.5B 

Standard: 
R-HS.6 Answer questions about the main idea of a 
nonfiction text that is read to the student or that 
the student reads. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  
The nonfiction text including a main idea could 
range from four medium sentences with five to 
seven words up to two paragraphs with five to 
seven sentences each. 

Standard: 
R-RI.HS.4 The student will answer questions about 
the main idea in an informational text that the 
student reads or that is read to the student. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text could be shown with or without a graphic 
representation.  

• Text could include information that supports 
instruction of the author's purpose for writing 
(e.g., to answer a question, explain, or describe). 

• Sentences could range from simple, compound, 
to complex sentence structure using high 
frequency and grade-level words. 

• Text could range from four sentences to two 
paragraphs with five to seven sentences each. 

2024 Standards:  
11.RI.2A Examine how textual elements and 
organizational patterns contribute to meaning and 
the author’s purpose. 
12.RI.2A Analyze text structures to discern how 
they affect the meaning and message of 
informational and technical writing and how their 
text structures differ from those in narrative texts. 
 
2017 Standards: N/A 

Standard: 
N/A 

Standard: 
R-RI.HS.5 The student will answer questions about 
text features in an informational text. 
 
Complexity Continuum:  

• Text features could include data and information 
from maps, charts, graphs, timelines, tables, and 
diagrams. 

 


