
   

 

   

 

Innovative Assessment Work Group Agenda 

The Department and Secretary of Education shall establish a workgroup to provide input on the needs of the 
assessment system, participate in the work of the vendor, and consist, at a minimum, of representatives of 
statewide organizations that represent superintendents, teachers, principals, and curriculum development and 
assessment, and individuals with experience implementing statewide assessment systems. (Item 119.A.3.d. 
(Chapter 725, 2025 Acts of Assembly) 
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2025 

Time: 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting Outcomes: Participants will 

1. Define the needs of the assessment system. 
2. Review innovative assessment outcomes shared in General Assembly reports shared on 

November 1, 2025. 
a. Update on Revisions to the Virginia Standards of Learning Summative Assessment of 

Proficiency HB 585 Report 
b. Report on the Statewide Assessment Vendor 

3. Discuss next steps focused on the work of the Innovative Assessment Consultant vendor. 

Agenda 
Topic Facilitator Time (p.m.) 

Welcome, Introductions, and Purpose Tiara Booker-Dwyer  
Deputy Superintendent  4:00 - 4:10 

Define the Needs of the Assessment 
System Jason Ellis, Director 4:10 - 4:35 

Review Innovative Assessment 
Outcomes 

Mark Jennings, Assistant 
Superintendent 4:35 - 4:50  

Closing and Next Steps Tiara Booker-Dwyer  
Deputy Superintendent 4:50 - 5:00 

 
Grounding the Discussion: Please review the current definition and purpose of the Standards of Learning 
Assessment. Work group members will revise the definition and purpose and define the needs of the assessment 
system. 
 
Current Definition and Purpose: The Standards of Learning (SOL) for Virginia Public Schools establish minimum 
expectations for what students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade or course in English, 
Mathematics, Science, History, Social Science, and other subjects. 
SOL tests measure students' success in meeting the Board of Education’s expectations for learning and 
achievement. All items on SOL tests are reviewed by Virginia classroom teachers for accuracy and fairness, and 
teachers also assist the Virginia Board of Education in setting proficiency standards for the tests. 

https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/item/2025/1/HB1600/Chapter/1/119/#:%7E:text=.%20The%20Department%20and%20Secretary%20of%20Education%20shall%20provide,and%20House%20Education%20Committees%20by%20November%201%2C%202025.
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/item/2025/1/HB1600/Chapter/1/119/#:%7E:text=.%20The%20Department%20and%20Secretary%20of%20Education%20shall%20provide,and%20House%20Education%20Committees%20by%20November%201%2C%202025.
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2025/RD746/PDF
https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2025/RD746/PDF
https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2025/RD747/PDF
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
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