
  

 

  

 

Innovative Assessment Work Group Agenda 

The Department and Secretary of Education shall establish a workgroup to provide input on the 
needs of the assessment system, participate in the work of the vendor, and consist, at a minimum, 
of representatives of statewide organizations that represent superintendents, teachers, principals, 

and curriculum development and assessment, and individuals with experience implementing 
statewide assessment systems. (Item 119.A.3.d. (Chapter 725, 2025 Acts of Assembly) 

 

Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 

Time: 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 
Meeting Outcomes: Participants will 

1. Review the purpose and goals of the Work Group. 
2. Examine the current status of Virginia’s statewide assessment system including 

progress made on HB 585 and other laws. 
3. Review and provide input on sample innovative test items and performance tasks. 
4. Discuss the desired state for the assessment system. 
5. Discuss next steps. 

Agenda 

Topic Facilitator Time (p.m.) 

Welcome, Introductions, and Purpose 
Tiara Booker-Dwyer  
Deputy Superintendent  

4:00- 4:10 

Current State of the Assessment System 
and Progress Made on HB 585 and Other 
Laws 

Mark Jennings 
Assistant Superintendent 
Jason Ellis 
Director of Assessment 

4:10- 4:20 

Innovative Assessment Items and 
Performance Tasks  

Pearson 4:20 - 4:40 

Feedback on Sample Innovative 
Assessment Items and Discussion on the 
Desired State of the Assessment System 

Mark Jennings 
Assistant Superintendent 
Jason Ellis 
Director of Assessment 

4:40 - 4:55 

Closing and Next Steps 
Tiara Booker-Dwyer  
Deputy Superintendent 

4:55 - 5:00 

 


