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Meeting Outcomes
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Participants will
• Review the purpose and goals of the Work 

Group.
• Examine the current status of Virginia’s 

statewide assessment system including 
progress made on HB 585 and other laws.

• Review and provide input on sample 
innovative test items and performance tasks.

• Discuss the desired state for the assessment 
system.

• Discuss next steps.

Time (p.m.)Topic

4:00- 4:10Welcome, Introductions, and Purpose

4:10- 4:20
Current State of the Assessment System 
and Progress Made on HB585 and Other 
Laws

4:20 - 4:40Innovative Assessment Items and 
Performance Tasks 

4:40 - 4:55
Feedback on Sample Innovative 
Assessment Items and Discussion on the 
Desired State of the Assessment System

4:55 - 5:00Closing and Next Steps



Bringing Together Experts to Inform the Future of 
Assessments in Virginia
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• Work group members were selected for their depth of experience 
and proven expertise in education and assessment.

• Members represent a wide range of perspectives including:

• In the chat, write your name, your organization, and one 
improvement you would like to see with the state assessment 
system.

 School Board Member Leadership

 National Experts

 Higher Education Representatives

 State Advisory Board Member

 Teacher of the Year

 Parents

 School Division Leadership

 School Leadership



Improving the Assessment System Across the 
Commonwealth
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• The Innovative Assessment Work Group will 
- Provide input on the needs of the assessment system.
- Analyze options for implementing an innovative new statewide assessment 

system to support high-quality teaching and learning.
o Project-based or performance-based approaches
o Accessibility for English Learners, students with disabilities
o Integration of growth measures that provide actionable feedback for 

educators
o Rubrics, sample items, exemplars and other resources that clarify 

benchmarks for success

• The new assessment system will align with Virginia's Standards of 
Learning (SOL) and is targeted for implementation by the 2027-
2028 school year.



Begin with the End in Mind
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• Develop a comprehensive report with actionable 
recommendations for improving the assessment system.

• Identify resources, support, and conditions needed to implement 
recommendations.

• Recommendations will be informed by research, effective 
strategies, promising practices, and innovative approaches tailored 
to Virginia's context.



Current State of the Assessment 
System
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Standards of Learning Assessments
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• The Standards of Learning (SOL) for Virginia Public Schools establish 
minimum expectations for what students should know and be able to do at 
the end of each grade or course in English (Reading and Writing), 
Mathematics, Science, and History, Social Science. 

• 31 assessments from Grades 3 to End-of Course

• Computer-adaptive assessments that is customized for every student 
based on how the student responds to the test questions in Grades 3-8 
Reading and Mathematics

• SOL assessment also contain various technology-enhanced items, an 
online calculator from Desmos to improve the testing experience of 
students while taking online mathematics tests.



Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP)
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• Designed to evaluate the performance of students with significant 
cognitive disabilities in Grades 3-8 and high school

• Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, the portfolio-based VAAP was 
replaced with a new multiple-choice assessment in the content areas of 
reading, mathematics, and science administered to students in an online 
or paper format.

• The new VAAP is based on academic content standards derived from the 
Standards of Learning in reading, mathematics, and science that have 
been reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity. These content standards 
are referred to as the Virginia Essentialized Standards of Learning (VESOL).



Growth Assessments
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• HB2027/SB1357 in 2021 required the implementation of “through-year” or 
“growth” assessments for reading and mathematics in grades 3-8.

• Shorter computer-adaptive tests (CAT) using existing SOL items were 
developed to ensure alignment to the Standards of Learning

• Growth assessments are administered to students once in the fall and once 
in the winter (mid-year) during the school year.

• In compliance with the 2021 legislation, the CAT algorithm has been 
configured so that the student might be administered some items from 
below or above the current grade level depending on the student’s 
responses to the on-grade-level content items.



Performance Assessments for Verified Credit
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Performance assessments generally require students to perform a 
task or create a product that is typically scored using a rubric. 
Authentic performance assessments often include tasks that mirror 
those that might occur in a “real-life” situation and/or are authentic 
to the academic discipline. It is up to the local school division to 
determine whether a performance task is authentic. 

o History/Social Science and Writing



Local Alternative Assessments
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• The 2014 Virginia General Assembly eliminated Standards of 
Learning (SOL) assessments in Grade 3 History, Grade 3 Science, 
Grade 5 Writing, United States History to 1865, and United States 
History: 1865 to the Present. 

• Additionally, the General Assembly’s action required local school 
divisions to continue to teach the content and to measure student 
achievement with local alternative assessments, including 
authentic performance assessments.



Progress made on HB 585 and 
the Importance of HB 1957
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HB 585 Work Group
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• Chapter 760, Enactment Clause 1, §3 (2022 Acts of Assembly) required the 
Secretary of Education and Superintendent of Public Instruction to “convene 
and consult a work group consisting of representatives of the Virginia 
Department of Education and other appropriate stakeholders to revise the 
Virginia Standards of Learning summative assessments of proficiency that 
require students to demonstrate that they possess the skills, knowledge, and 
content necessary for success and to develop a plan for implementation of 
such revised assessments.”  

• In March of 2023, the Secretary of Education and the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction convened a work group comprised of teachers, Board of Education 
members, leaders, parents, and state level experts to review the current 
assessment system, analyze national reports on leading innovative state 
assessments, participate in discussions with national and state assessment 
leaders in innovative assessment design, and compare Virginia’s rigor of 
standards and annual assessment framework to high performing states. 



Opportunity Areas
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The Work Group identified key challenges within Virginia’s current 
assessment system. The recommendations are organized around 
the five opportunity areas defined by the Work Group:

• Opportunity 1: Clearer and More Rigorous Standards
• Opportunity 2: More Rigorous Assessments
• Opportunity 3: More Timely, Clear, and Actionable Reporting
• Opportunity 4: Improved System Coherence 
• Opportunity 5: Innovative Assessment Design



Opportunity 1: Clearer and More Rigorous Standards
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• State Board of Education approved more rigorous standards.
- 2023: History and Social Science Standards of Learning (SOL) 

approved.
- 2023: Mathematics SOL approved.
- 2024: English SOL approved. 

• 2024 – 2025: History and social science, mathematics, and reading SOL 
test items were revised to fully align to the new, more rigorous standards

• 2025: State Board of Education unanimously approved revised cut 
scores for mathematics and reading SOL assessments that reflect 
higher proficiency expectations and align with national benchmarks, 
ensuring that “proficient” reflects the skills and knowledge students 
need to experience success in college, career, and military pathways.



Opportunity 2: More Rigorous Assessments
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• 2024-2025: New test items such as science simulations and 
performance tasks were developed and reviewed. Discussions are 
currently underway on incorporating these items into SOL 
assessments.

• 2024 – 2025: Revised test items for mathematics and reading SOL 
assessments place an increased emphasis on higher order thinking 
and the integration of multiple skills while maintaining accessibility 
features such as text-to-speech, braille, large print, etc.



Opportunity 3: More Timely, Clear, and Actionable 
Reporting
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• Divisions have access to student assessment results within 24 
hours after administration of computer adaptive tests.

• Parents with children in grades 3-8 can access mathematics and 
reading growth test results and grades 3-12 SOL test results 24 
hours after administration of the computer-adaptive test through 
the Virginia Assessment Parent Portal.

• Testing windows are shared with school divisions and posted 
online. Division leaders are encouraged to select a three- to four-
week testing window that minimizes instructional disruption while 
maximizing learning time. 



Opportunity 3: More Timely, Clear, and Actionable 
Reporting
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• 2025: New, clearer, and more user-friendly reports are in 
development and will be released with the spring 2026 SOL 
assessments for mathematics and reading.

• 2025: Professional learning experiences, instructional resources, 
and formative assessment tools, such as Just in Time Mathematics 
Quick Checks and English SOL virtual modules, were released to 
strengthen instruction aligned to state standards. Training was also 
provided on revised Performance Level Descriptors (PLD) in 
mathematics and reading and School Detail by Question Summary 
Reports, enabling division and schools to use data to identify 
strengths, address learning gaps, and guide instructional 
improvement.



Opportunity 4: Improved System Coherence 
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• 2025: New proficiency cut scores were approved for mathematics 
and reading assessments.

• 2024-2025: School divisions have the option to administer locally 
identified growth assessments that are aligned to SOLs and 
approved by the Department.

• 2024-2025: A new K-3 literacy screener was implemented that 
aligns with the Science of Reading.



Opportunity 5: Innovative Assessment Design
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• 2025: The Secretary and Superintendent of Public Instruction 
assembled an Innovative Assessment Work Group to provide 
recommendations that inform the development of a new, 
innovative statewide assessment system.

• 2025: The Department released a Request for Proposal (RFP) to 
procure an innovative assessment consultant to analyze high-
quality assessment systems in other states and provide 
recommendations for Virginia’s future statewide assessment 
system

• 2025: The Department met with a Technical Advisory Council to 
review innovative assessment items, such as science simulations 
and performance tasks, and discussed incorporating these items 
into SOL assessments.



HB 1957: SOL assessments & related student assessment 
methods; assessment development, etc., reform.
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• From the 2025 Session of the General Assembly
• Certain provisions of the bill do not become effective unless 

reenacted by the 2026 Session of the General Assembly
• Effective date of July 1, 2026
• Modifies provisions relating to assessment methods for 

determining the level of achievement of the Standards of Learning 
objectives by all students



HB 1957: SOL assessments & related student assessment 
methods; assessment development, etc., reform
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• Clearly defines types of assessments: local alternative, mandatory 
local alternative, performance assessment, Standards of Learning, 
and End-of-Course assessment

• Requires the Board of Education to develop guidelines in areas 
such as, 1) scoring criteria and student performance objectives and 
rubrics for performance assessments; 2) criteria, structure, format 
and rubrics for local alternative assessments, grading rubrics for 
mandatory; and 3) criteria for the development and administration 
of a permissive local alternative assessment 



HB 1957: SOL assessments & related student assessment 
methods; assessment development, etc., reform
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• Maximizing Instructional Time: The frequency of assessment administration for any 
assessment administered, including any SOL assessment, mandatory local alternative 
assessment, permissive local alternative assessment, or performance assessment 
administered as a part of any school board's mandatory local alternative assessment plan, or 
any combination thereof, for each Standards of Learning subject area in a single school year 
shall not exceed one such assessment per academic quarter, or a total of four assessments 
per year.

• Requires the release of the previous year’s SOL assessments for use instructionally in student 
remediation and review. The potential impact on the SOL assessment item banks must be 
considered and additional resources will be required to develop and field test additional test 
items. This includes items needed for special test forms like large print and braille.



HB 1957: SOL assessments & related student assessment 
methods; assessment development, etc., reform
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• Make available to each student and his parents within 45 days of any state 
assessment window closing for any such assessment administration an 
individualized student score report for each such assessment, developed in 
accordance with the Board's guidelines, that shall include, at a minimum: (i) a 
description of the applicable assessment; (ii) individualized data on such 
student's assessment performance; (iii) a comparison of such student's 
performance on such assessment with the performance of the student's 
school, school division, and the Commonwealth; and (iv) guidance to assist 
the student and his parents in interpreting such student's assessment results; 
and

• Publicly release the statewide SOL assessment results and any associated 
data no later than the date on which individual SOL assessment scores for the 
applicable assessment administration period are released to individual 
students and parents.



HB 1957: SOL assessments & related student assessment 
methods; assessment development, etc., reform.
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• Test forms will be developed to  meet the 40-question requirement and Test 
Blueprints will be updated. 

• SOL writing and non-writing assessments for students in grades 7-12 must be 
administered in the last two weeks of the school year

• All Virginia Assessment Program test (SOL, VAAP, local alternative 
assessments, Virginia Growth Assessments) results will be reported using a 
scaled score from 0-100.

• SOL and local alternative assessment scores for students in grades 7-12 must 
count for 10% of the student’s overall course grade.

• The Department will update reports that are released to divisions as well as 
ensure reports are released within 45 days after the conclusion of the SOL 
assessment.



Innovative Assessment Items and 
Performance Tasks 
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Innovative Assessment Items and Performance Tasks 
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• Science Simulation Item
• Performance Task



Feedback on Sample Innovative Assessment Items and 
Discussion on the Desired State of the Assessment System

28

Discussion Prompts
• What are strengths that you see in adding these item types to SOL 

assessments?
• What are potential difficulties that you see in adding these item 

types to SOL assessments?
• Based on what you have seen, do you feel that incorporating these 

items into SOL assessments will add value?
• How else might these item types be used in assessments?
• How do these item types meet or not meet the definition of an 

innovative assessment item?



Closing and Next Steps
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• In the chat
- Identify information you would like shared with the work group to inform 

recommendations.
- Suggestions for experts you would like to hear from or assessment models 

you want the work group to review.

• Next Meeting on Thursday, November 6, 2025, from 4:00 pm – 5:00 
pm


