Considerations for
Planning Intervention

This document offers school divisions and literacy leaders
considerations for scheduling, planning, and implementing
intervention services to students in grades 4-8.

Use the following links to guide planning throughout this document:
* Consider School Personnel

* Programs & Implementation

e Scheduling Intervention

* Instructional Approaches to Support Intervention

* Intervention is Data Driven

* Additional Resources & Continued Learning

The Code of Virginia requires each local school board to provide reading
intervention services to students in kindergarten through grade eight who
demonstrate substantial deficiencies based on theirindividual performance on
the Standards of Learning reading assessment or a literacy screener provided
by the Department. Reading intervention services shall consist of evidence -

based literacy instruction, align with science-based reading research, and be
documented for each student in a written student reading plan. While local
school divisions may determine the scheduling and processes of intervention
time in grades 6-8, the Code of Virginia allows for the option of a course in
addition to the required core English block.

VLA 4-8 Implementation Frequently Asked Questions
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Consider School Personnel

Based on the resources available within a school division and/or building, school divisions
can use a combination of any of the options included below to ensure that students
receive literacy intervention.

This is an opportunity for grade level teams to collaborate and determine the best
interventions and supports for students.

* When possible, ensure thatintervention services arein
addition to the required SOL English instructional time. There
Teacher should be aclear distinction between intervention and Tier 1.
and/or * Conducts regular progress monitoring for all students in
Classroom intervention.
Teacher with * Adedicated planning time would support classroom
educators to prepare and implement effective intervention.

Classroom

Support from Aide

* Provides targeted intervention to students grounded in
evidence-based literacy practices using increased expertise
to deliver small-group or one-on-one instruction focused on
literacy skills (decoding, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension) tailored to each student’s data-based
need.

DEELINPERCYAEIICIM ©  Supports the intervention program by tracking students’
progress and adjusting interventions as needed to ensure
effective student growth.

* Leads training and professional development for teachers,
aides, and other educators on evidence-based practices for
literacy instruction and intervention techniques to support all
students.

* Trained by a certified professional in the approved
intervention program that they are utilizing to provide
intervention.

* *Building leaders should train, support, and consistently

Trained Aide monitor aides to ensure effective implementation of
approved intervention program(s) utilized for
intervention.

* Assistswith regular progress monitoring for all students in
intervention.
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Programs & Implementation

Approved
Structu res, program S,a nd Intervention Instructional

implementation should be determined Program Guide 6-8
based on student assessment data,
screening results, and other bodies of
evidence forthe student. Intervention
should be individualized and aligned to
support the goalsindicated in the
Student Reading Plan.

Allintervention programs must be
selected from the Board of Education
(BOE) Approved Intervention Guide. Refer
to specific information for each program
when determining selections for
intervention. EbueRon

* Ensure the program in use is from the Board of Education
(BOE) list of approved Intervention Instructional Program
Guide.

* Programs should be used for the components in which they
are approved. Use these programs where they are strongest to
support instructional decisions based on student data.

*  While the computer-based program will provide a clear routine
and scope & sequence of work, teachers should familiarize

Computer-based themselves with the various materials and resources included

Intervention Program in the program.

* Balance online components that allow for personalized
learning and teacher-led instruction to provide
targeted support for all learners.

* Ensure that regular progress monitoringis occurring for all
students in intervention.

* Determine what additional supports are available from
approved computer-based intervention program to ensure
effective implementation.
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Scheduling Intervention

Divisions may offer, as indicated in the Code of Virginia, a literacy course in addition to the
required SOL English course. Outside of this, divisions may determine the intervention
time based on need and a variety of student data. This will look similar to current
intervention programs that schools offer through multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS).
For example, a student with only one identified area of need could require less
intervention time than a student with multiple identified needs.

* When possible, reading intervention should occur outside of Tier 1
instructionaltime. The intervention should follow a structured scope &
Within the English sequence to ensure clear distinction between Tier 1 English instruction and

Classroom, outside of reading intervention instruction.

. * Instruction should be data-driven and follow a scope and sequence to ensure
core/Tier 1 all literacy gaps are addressed as students become fluent, gradelevel
instruction readers.

* If using acomputer-based program, review the implementation guidance
for the pacing of the recommended scope and sequence.

* Provides additional time, practice, and targeted literacy support. *Student
attendance and motivation should be considered.

* Led by an English teacher, a Reading Specialist, or other trained reading

Extended support staff.
InstructionalTime in B This e>ften d.ed time.is in addit('on.to Tier 1 i.n structi.on; (students are not pulled
from Tier 1 instruction to receive intervention services).
the School Day or * Ensurethat regular progress monitoring is occurring for all students in

School Year intervention.

* Instruction should be data-driven and follow a scope and sequence to ensure
all literacy gaps are addressed as students become fluent, gradelevel
readers.

* Ensureinstruction within the additional literacy block is targeted and
individualized to meet and grow literacy skills while boosting student
motivation, confidence, and engagement.

* Led by an English teacher, a Reading Specialist, or other licensed school

personnel.

Instruction should be data-driven and follow a scope and sequence to ensure

all literacy gaps are addressed as students become fluent, grade level

readers.

* Regularly monitor progress for all students in intervention.

Additional Literacy
Class or Block (6-8) .

Building Level Considerations & Collaboration when Planning for Intervention

» Utilizing student data, grade level teams should collaborate and identify best interventions, supports,
and level of intensity needed for each student.

» Teams should make intervention decisions for each student looking at the frequency, group size,
individualization of targeted instruction, and level of necessary teacher feedback (minimum,
moderate, intensive).

» Teams should utilize ongoing data-based decision making with progress monitoring data to
determine intensification and/or exit methods.

* Grade levelteams should consider collaborating with all student stakeholders when planning for
intervention (e.g., LIEP teachers, Exceptional Educators, Reading Specialists).

Virginia Department of Education October 2025 4



https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-253.13:1/

Instructional Approaches to
Support Intervention (1 of 2)

Using the Developing Skilled Readers and Building Reading Stamina (DSR) Strand to Support All Learners:
This is an opportunity for middle school grade levelteams to collaborate and determine the best supports for
students.

Across all learners: Across all disciplines:

» Skills inthe DSR support varying levels of * Supports purposeful fluency-building and acknowledges
readiness. the importance of fluency in reading comprehension.

* Allows forall students to access grade level * Encourages reading widely (multiple texts on the same
text. topic) which allows for building knowledge and context.

» Emphasizes the importance of reading * Encourages theroutine use of sense-making/reading
fluency, reading variety, and reading strategies to help students tackle challenging sections
strategies. of a text and support their comprehension.

Sample Instructional Approaches with connections to the Five Essential

Components of Reading Instruction and the 2024 English Standards of Learning

Repeated Readings * Seta purpose for repeated readings:
Fluency (DSR.A), Comprehension * Helps students stay motivated and maintain focus
(Rl & RL), Vocabulary (RV) * Different purposes target different reading skills—such as decoding

new words, analyzing vocabulary in context, improving fluency, or
analyzing meaning (e.g., using text-dependent questions)
* Model fluency with tone, prosody:
* Model reading with meaningful expression, appropriate rate, and
tone.
* Model for students howto confirm or self-correct when reading a word,
phrase, or section for fluency.

Text Dependent * Facilitate text-based discussions:

Questioning *  Provide time for students to discuss their initial thoughts/reactions
Comprehension (DSR.C, RL, Rl,), to a text before responding in writing.

Vocabulary (RV) * Create text-dependent questions aligned to the 2024 English standards.

* Directstudents back to the primary or secondary source to gather
evidence to support their claims, and conclusions.

Routines for * Explicitly modeland demonstrate to students how to summarize and get
the gist of all texts they’re reading. Model ways students can incorporate
keyvocabulary into their summaries.

» Strategically chunk texts and model summarizing each one before putting
itall together.

* Provide regular opportunities for students to summarize texts and offer
constructive feedback, reinforcing skills over time.

* Discuss summaries with peers to encourage students to clarify
understanding and hear different perspectives on what the main points
are.

Summarizing
Comprehension (W, LU, RI, RL,
DSR.E), Vocabulary (RV)
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Instructional Approaches to
Support Intervention (2 of 2)

Sample Instructional Approaches with connections to the Five Essential

Components of Reading Instruction and the 2024 English Standards of Learning

Decoding Multisyllabic * Follow a systematic scope and sequence to address gaps in phonics
Words and/or morphology.

Word Knowledge (FFR, FFW), *  Explicitly teach phonics patterns and morphology that are critical to
Vocabulary (RV) understanding a text and may be unfamiliar to the student.

Develop & Build Word * Bridge the knowledge gap students may have when reading grade-level
Knowledge texts. . N |
Word Knowledge (FFR, FFW), * Explicitly pre-teach afew high-utility vocabulary words essential to
Vocabulary (RV) the understanding of the text.

* Teach academic and domain-specific vocabulary.
* Analyze unfamiliar words in context:
* Teacher modeling how to use textual evidence, re-reading the
section, and/or analysis of word parts while reading to determine

meaning.
Embedded Vocabulary * Teach students how to derive meanings of unknown words using context.
Knowledge * Stop at preselected stopping points or when encounter challenging
Word Knowledge, Vocabulary (RV), vocabulary to analyze its word parts and/or meaning.
RL, RI
Sense-making (reading) * Explicitly teach and model sense-making (reading) strategies students
strategies should use while reading to monitor comprehension such as annotating,

Fluency, Vocabulary, questioning , summarizing, orvisualizing.

Comprehension (RL, RI), DSR.E

Monitor Comprehension * Employ reading strategies before, during, and after reading:
Comprehension, Fluency, * Usefamiliarreading strategies/protocols used in the ELA classroom

Vocabulary, DSR.E (e.g., annotation) when close reading.
* Chunkthe text and pose text-dependent questions at strategic
stopping points.
* Summarize sections of the text during or after reading.
* Pull out a challenging excerpt from the text and model workingthrough the
text together—accessing previously learned concepts and highlighting key

vocabulary.
Students read a wide * Build background knowledge, context, and vocabulary around a
range of texts grade-level conceptualtopic or theme.

* Selecta variety of high-interest texts to engage students in close reading

texts or text analysis
Vocabulary, Comprehension, ysIS. . .
Fluency, DSR.B, DSR.C * Expose students to texts from multiple content areas to increase word

knowledge and deeper conceptual understanding.

Additional strategies for reading intervention can be found in the |[ES Providing Reading Interventions
for Stud in Grades 4-9 Practice Guide.
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Disciplinary Literacy Samples

Disciplinary literacy refers to the reading and writing approaches that experts usein the field. These strategies emphasize the
specialized ways of reading, writing, and thinking that are unique to each academic discipline. Below you will find_samples to
springboard planning and ensuring effective reading and writing is occurring throughout a student's academic day.

History & Social Science Science

DSR.A- Read a variety of grade-level complex text with accuracy, automaticity, appropriate rate, and_meaningful expression in successive readings to
support comprehension. Monitor while reading to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding when necessary.

Model/guide students in reading with expression and
appropriate tone to match the text (e.g., historical speeches or
letters).

Model fluent reading with disciplinary texts; modelre-reading
to encourage students to build automaticity.

Encourage multiple readings (with a purpose) of dense sections
of the scientific text.

Usetext setsto support all learners with varying

levels of readiness and knowledge of the topic (e.g.,

pairing scientific infographics and informational texts).

DSR. B- Proficiently read and comprehend a variety of literary and informational texts that exhibit complexity atthe appropriate grade level band.

Pair historical text with literary text that would build or activate
background knowledge and provide necessary context.
Throughout history instruction, students will read and analyze
authentic primary sources themselves, developing critical
thinking skills through direct engagement with historical
documents—rather than relying on teacher summaries.

* Provide multiple opportunities for students to analyze

primary sources such as maps using the observe, reflect,

guestion protocol.

Explicitly instruct students on determining the validity of
sources and quality of evidence to effectively interpret data,
charts, illustrations.

Read and interpret data, informational texts, and technical
materials with students responsible for the cognitive demands
of reading and analyzing.

DSR.C-When_responding to text through discussion and/or writing, draw several pieces of evidence from grade-level complex texts to support
claims, conclusions, and inferences, including quoting or paraphrasing from texts accurately and tracing where relevant evidence is located

Use peerdiscussion around texts to allow students time to
process text before responding in writing.

Direct students back to the primary or secondary source to gather
evidence to support their claims, and conclusions.

Debate big topics in history, requiring cited

evidence and information from selected sources.

Utilize cause & effect graphic organizers throughout instruction
to support students' discussion and writing of historical
concepts.

Throughout science instruction, provide writing support in the
form of sentence frames, graphic organizers, annotated
prompts, etc. to students as needed (e.g., CER strategy).
Model how scientists communicate information, including the
use of precise and discipline-specific vocabularyin their
writing.

context for new learning.

DSR.D- Regularly engage in reading a series of conceptually related texts organized around_topics of study to build knowledge and vocabulary (These

texts should be at a range of complexity level so students can read the texts independently, with peers, or with modest support.). Use
thi kground knowl

Usetext sets to expose students to a variety of vocabulary in the
context of the discipline or unit of study.

Encourage inquiry and making predictions before exploring a new
topic (e.g., portray art from a specific time-period before diving
into a historical text or primary source).

Introduce science concepts through hands-on labs or
experiences before teaching vocabulary (e.g., Biology lab
exploring homeostasis helps students grasp the concept and
making the vocabulary—homeostasis and baseline—more
meaningful and easier to understand. This also includes words
that are not science specific (e.g., cell, wave, conduct, phase).
Refine definitions of words that may have various meanings

in science and other disciplines as students have

experiences with those words (e.g., increase or classify).
Intentionally target high-frequency roots and affixes.

DSR.E-Usereading strategies as needed to aid and monitor comprehension when encountering challenging sections of text. These sense-making
strategies attend to text structure, common organizational structures, summarizing, asking questions of the text, and others.

Annotate historical texts for the causes and effects of major
events, conflicts, and policies (e.g., cause-and-effect chain).
Chunk the text to helps students analyze the relationships
between key details.

Summarize the text to explain the impact of specific policies or
historical event.

Design questions grounded in historical content and facilitate
collaborative student inquiry to refine, answer, and explore the
significance of those questions within their historical context.

Model how to analyze parts of the lab—independentand
dependent variable, hypothesis, and other technical
experimental design concepts. Provide sentence stems and
model how to write a hypothesis and conclusion to help
students with the scientific process.

Summarize when reading scientific articles or conducting
investigations. Summarizing supports students capturing the
essence of the study and its implications.

Chunk scientific procedures or phenomena into digestible
summaries.
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Utilizing Data to Drive
Intervention Decision Making

* Determined by multiple assessment sources (e.g., SOL assessmentreports,
VALLSS reports, other available data, computer-based intervention diagnostic

Identifying Areas of Need data).

* Usedata sources to determine appropriate intervention instruction and place
students who demonstrate similar needs together in intervention groups.

* Divisions have autonomy around goal writing, instructional targets, and aligned
progress monitoring for Student Reading Plans.

* Goals should be attainable, within the time frame of the school year.

* Progress monitoring goals should include instructional decisions to support

Student Intervention student improvement and measures for how student progress will be

Goals demonstrated.

* Studentintervention goals should be determined based on multiple data points
and support literacy development.

* Continually update instructional targets to reflect student progress and
response to instruction over time.

* Divisions should implement specific measures that will be used to evaluate and
monitor the student’s reading progress, growth, and progression towards goals.
This could include, but is not limited to reading rubrics, curriculum-based

Progress Monitoring assessments, observation data, fluency checks, word reading inventories, etc.

* Manyonline computer-based intervention programs include data collection and
management platforms for immediate progress monitoring to modify
instruction as needed and provide action plans based on risk-levels.

* Divisions may determine the intervention time based on need and a variety of
student data. This will look similar to current intervention programs that
schools offer through multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS). For example, a
student with only one identified area of need would need less intervention time
than a student with multiple identified needs.

* The processes for student entry and exit within intervention can be determined
by the school division and should be based on achievement of goals set forth in
the Student Reading Plan as well as dataresults from the progress monitoring
tools utilized in the division.

Determine Appropriate
Length of Intervention

Family Collaboration

. The Code of Virginia (8 22.1-215.2) requires that the parent of each student shall receive notice before
intervention services begin and a copy of the student reading plan.
*  Grades 4-8 Student Reading Plan Family Invitation to Participate (English | Spanish)
*  Grades 4-8 Student Reading Plan Family Explanation Letter (English | Spanish)
. Local school divisions may establish additional communication and protocols regarding division-level decisions
around participation in intervention. The Virginia Department of Education has developed guidance language for
divisions to use when creating this process.
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Support for Implementation of
Reading Intervention

Purposeful Planning

* Elementary Purposeful Planning Pt. 1 PDF
* Secondary Purposeful Planning Pt. 1 PDF
Planning for Integration

* Gr.4-5 Planning for Integration

* (Gr. 6-8 Planning for Integration

Supporting All Learners

Demands of the Text

e Text Complexity (Slides 33-41)

* Grade 4-5 DSR PDEF | Webinar

* Grades 6-8 DSR PDF | Webinar

* Guidance on Text Sets (Slides 25-27)

Developing Skilled Readers (DSR)
e Gr.4-5DSR Webinar PDE
 Gr.6-8 DSR Webinar PDF

Using Data to Guide Instruction
* Gr.4-5FFR & FFW Data

Instructional Approaches

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

* Reading & Vocabulary section of
Instructional Guides

Decoding Multisyllabic Words

* Gr. 4-5 Student Practice with FFR & FFW

* Reading & Vocabulary, FFR, and FFW
sections of the Gr. 4-5 Instructional
Guides

Making Disciplinary Connections

* Disciplinary Connections section of
Instructional Guides

Text Dependent Questioning

* Text Dependent Questions and

Resources webpage

 Elementary Text Dependent Questions
webinar

* Secondary Text Dependent Questions
webinar

*  “Planning for Literacy Instruction +
Integration of Standards” sections of the
Instructional Guides

* "Planning for Text Dependent Questions"
Webinars (Elementary + Secondary)

Additional supports & resources are available on the

Virginia Department of Education website:

FAQs:

2024 English Standards Of Learnmg ttps [IWww. doe virginia, gov/teachlng—learnmg—
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2024 English Standards of Learning:
Instructional Resources

Understanding
the
Standards

Grade-level
Instructional
Guides

Side-by-Sides

The Understanding the Standards document offers
targeted instructional guidance on grade level
content and instructional practices. Details within
each grade level document provide in-depth
explanations regarding the expectations for

what should be included during instruction. Grade
level Understanding the Standards documents

are currently available on the 2024 English Standards
of Learning webpage.

Thelnstructional Guides provide educators with
considerations, supports, and instructional
approaches to help with integrating multiple English
standards to ensure all students can engage with
grade-level content at the appropriaterigor. These
guides provide sample text sets to illustrate text
conceptually organized around a central topic or
theme and/or suggestions to incorporate disciplinary
connections. Additionally, Instructional Guide
webinar recordings & PPTS are available

to walk participants through how to read and use
theinstructional guides.

Understanding the Standards — Grade 4

In fourth grade, there is an increased emphasis on reading comprehension by comparing literary and
informational texts. The student will apply comprehension strategies to monitor their understanding and
to think critically about the grade level texts read. Collaborative conversations and writing about reading
continue as an extension to expand students” understanding of what they read. The student will read a
variety of genres with a focus on realistic and historical fiction across cultures. The student will expand
vocabulary using knowledge of roots, affixes, synonyms, antonyms, and homophones. The fourth-grade
student continues to write in a variety of forms and purposes across content. Student writing in fourth

grade gets more complex, and the student will use organizational structures to convey their message

The Grade Level Side-By-Side charts show the
vertical progression of the standards across grade
levels and can be utilized to support planning for
appropriate scaffolds to meet grade level
expectations and extension opportunities for
students. The Bridging Grade Level Side-By-Side
charts show vertical progression of the standards at
the transition grade levels and can be utilized

to supportinstructional planning for the

bridging grades that transition to the next grade
band level. Grade level Side-By-Side and

Bridging Side-By-Side resources are currently
available on the 2024 English Standards of

Learning webpage. Teachers can utilize these to plan
for appropriate supports to meet grade

level expectations and extension opportunities.

ki EBUCRTTON
2024 ENGLISH
STANDARDS OF LEARNING

Grade 5 Instructional Guide

RL.3-Intergration of Concepts
Grade Six

A. Describe how the interactions

. Compare and contrast details in

between individuals, settings,
events, and ideas within a text
influence one another.

two or more paired literary
fiction and nonfiction texts on
the same topic or with similar
themes, including how
chapters, scenes, or stanzas
work together to provide the
overall structure of each text.

Grade Seven

A. Explain how particular

elements of stories or dramas
interact including how settings
shape and influence characters
and plot.

. Compare and contrast texts in

different forms or genres (e.g.,
stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories) in
terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics.

‘Grade Eight

. Compare and contrast the

structure of two or more
stories, poems, and plays and
analyze how the differing
structure of each literary text
contributes to its meaning and
style.

. Compare and contrast fictional

portrayals of a time, place, or
character with historical
accounts of the same period as
a means of understanding how
authors of fiction use or alter
history.

. Compare and contrast texts in

different forms or genres (e.g.,
stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories;
literary nonfiction and
informational) in terms of their
approaches to similar themes
and topies.

Key Ideas and Details Progression Chart

Progression Charts are created for all ten strands of
the 2024 English Standards of Learning and provide

Key Ideas and Details Standards

[Grade 4

|Grade 5

|Grade 6

|Grade 7
|Grade 8
|Grade 9
[Grade 10
|Grade 11
[Grade 12

#[Kindergarten

educators with supports in understanding how the
standards grow, build, and increasein rigor as
students' progress from Kindergarten-Grade 12.

TWith prompting and support, demonstrate knowledge of story strucure by
orally identifying characters, sefting, important events, and details

With prompting and support, generate predictions about story characters and
events using the text

Tdentify the elements of a familiar story, including the characters_ setting. and
important events (e.z., conflict and resolution

Generate predictions about story characters and events using the text

Progression
Charts

S

-

" TG rade 1

Describe character's afiributes (e.g., raits, motivations, or feelings) and how
they respond to major events and challenges
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