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English & Literacy Program Alignment to 
Virginia's Strategic Priorities
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Priority 1: To set and help every learner meet high expectations.

The Office of English aims to serve the parents, students, and educators of the Commonwealth by 
developing and supporting opportunities that promote learners who are prepared for post 
secondary experiences. The 2024 English Standards of Learning are grounded in the research-
based approach to reading and reflect current research on the importance of foundational skills 
needed to be strong readers. When compared to the 2026  National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, the 2024 Standards and instructional approaches, developed by the Office of English, 
align to the indicators set forth in the 2026 NAEP Framework.  English resources support the 
integration of skills that prioritize strong writing, communication, research, analytical and 
synthesis skills, which are essential to setting students up to be prepared for life and foster a love 
for learning about the world in which they live and serve.



Setting Purpose: Why are we here?
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• In this one-hour session, elementary educators will gain a high-
level overview of the progression of writing standards and 
explore how language usage standards are intentionally taught 
within the context of writing and communication. 

• Participants will examine a variety of sample instructional 
routines designed to support planning and the integration of text-
based writing instruction.

•  The webinar will also introduce practical protocols for teaching 
students' specific genres and modes of writing, equipping 
educators with tools to enhance clarity, coherence, and 
engagement in student work.



Impact Expected
• By the end of this session, educators will walk away with a clear 

understanding of how writing and language usage standards 
progress across grade levels—and how to teach them in an 
integrated, purposeful way. 

• Participants will leave equipped with ready-to-use instructional 
routines, sample planning strategies, and genre-specific protocols 
that can be immediately applied in classroom instruction and 
collaborative planning meetings. 

• This session empowers educators to confidently select texts that 
support writing goals, embed language usage standards into daily 
practice, and guide students in mastering the craft of writing across 
genres.
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Joan Sedita's Writing Rope and the English 
Standards of Learning

Reading and Vocabulary (RV)

Writing (W)

Language Usage (LU)

Communications (C)

Research (R)

Focus of the "Writing in the 
Elementary Classroom" 

Webinar

Foundations for Writing (FFW) Focus of the "Foundation for 
Writing" Webinars
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Why Write Every Day?
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Writing is a Process
• Daily practice allows students to 

engage in planning, drafting, 
revising, and editing.

• Frequent writing gives students a 
chance to explore their thoughts 
and opinions.

• Writing reinforces reading 
comprehension, vocabulary, and 
grammar.
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Writing Instruction Strengthens Literacy Skills
• Writing instruction reinforces reading 

comprehension.
• Writing instruction buildings vocabulary 

and word choice.
• Writing instruction improves sentence 

structure and grammar.
• Writing instruction encourages 

metacognition and self-expression.
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Writing Develops Critical Thinking Across All 
Content Areas
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“Writing helps students generate ideas, 
organize their thoughts, and reflect on 

their learning, which are essential 
components of critical thinking.” 

— Institute of Education Sciences, 2018



Reading and Writing are Reciprocal 
Functions of Literacy

Integration of standards and how the Language Usage (LU) standards provide 
specificity for writing and revising
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READ 
with the 
writer in 
mind.

WRITE 
with the 
reader in 
mind



Reading with a Purpose
When students read (or are read to) with a writer’s eye, they notice:

- How authors use dialogue, imagery, or tone
- How punctuation and grammar shape meaning and mood
- How structure supports clarity and purpose

This helps students move from “What does this say?” to “How did 
the author do that—and how can I try it?”

Disclaimer: The samples provided throughout this webinar are intended to support instructional 
planning and deepen understanding of the concepts presented. These samples are not exemplars. 
Educators should use them in conjunction with their high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) to 

inform and enhance writing instruction.
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Utilizing Author's Craft in Mentor Texts to 
Support Writing Instruction Sample: Grade 1

Mentor Text Example:  From Seed to Plant by Gail 
Gibbons

During instruction:
• Highlight how Gibbons has a clear topic focus (how 

plants grow) and follows a sequenced order from seed 
to full-grown plant.

• Model how to choose a topic, write a few facts using 
simple sentences, and use sequencing words like "first," 
"next," and "finally."

• Guide students to through the writing process focusing 
on their topic, adding simple sentences, and using 
sequencing words. (1.W.1A, 1.W.1B, 1.W.2Aii, 1.LU.1A)
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Language Usage Standards & Writing Standards
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• The 2024 English Standards of Learning provide specificity for what 
students should be held accountable for revising (which includes 
quality of ideas, organization, sentence fluency, and word choice) 
and editing (to include capitalization, usage, punctuation, and 
spelling).

• Teachers should consider the Language Usage standards for more 
grade-level specifics of skills students should be applying and 
correcting within their writings.

• When instructing students on these standards, students should be 
encouraged to apply knowledge of these skills within their oral 
language communication prior to being asked to use them when 
writing.



Language Usage & Writing Standards

• Instructional Components may include :
- Students write an informational paragraph about an 

animal. (3.W.1C)
- Teach paragraph structure: topic sentence, 

supporting details, conclusion. (3.W.2A)
- During revision and conferencing (3.W.3A, 3.W.3B), 

focus on capitalization and punctuation (3.LU.2A, 
3.LU.2B) and domain-specific vocabulary (3.RV.1A) 
using a checklist that includes both writing structure 
and language conventions that teachers and 
students have developed together.

Sample: Grade 3

15



Language Usage Standards in the Context of Text
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Teaching Language Usage (LU) standards in the context of 
authentic texts is a powerful way to help students see 
grammar not as isolated rules, but as tools that shape 
meaning, tone, and clarity in writing.

“‘ROAR!’ said Judy.” She would have to 
get used to a new desk and a new 
classroom. Her new desk would not 
have an armadillo sticker with her 
name on it, like her old one last year. 
Her new classroom would not have a 
porcupine named Roger.



Language Usage Instruction embedded in 
Author's Craft

Sample: Grade 5
• Text: Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson 
• Sample Instructional Focus:

- Examine how punctuation (commas, 
ellipses, dashes) affects pacing and 
emotional impact. (5.LU.1C, 5.LU.2A)

- Discuss how punctuation choices reflect 
the narrator’s reflective style. (5.RL.2B)

- Students write a reflective response using 
punctuation intentionally to mirror the 
style of the original text. (5.RL.1D)
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Remember:

Language Usage (LU) standards 
are not taught in isolation, 

always in the context of text (RL, 
RI), writing (W), or oral 

language(C).
Review the "Planning for Integration" webinars  for additional guidance on 

ensuring standards are not taught in isolation.
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Elementary Students Must Write in 
a Varity of Genres or Modes
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Elementary Modes of Writing: W.1- Modes and 
Purposes for Writing Substrand
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• Kindergarten: Narrative, descriptive.
• Grade 1: Sequenced events (narrative*), 

informative/expository, opinion.
• Grade 2:  Narrative, informative/explanatory, opinion.
• Grade 3: Personal/fictional narratives, 

informative/explanatory, opinion.
• Grade 4/5: Personal/fictional narratives, expository, 

persuasive.



What makes a genre?
Build Genre Awareness
Break Down Genre 

Components
Compare & Contrast 

Genres
Practice Writing in Each 

Genre
21



The Writing Process is Flexible: W.2 Substrand
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- For some pieces of writing you 
may go through the entire 
process.

- For some pieces of writing you 
may revisit them for different 
goals and never publish them.

- For some pieces of writing you 
may plan and only draft.

- Just like we read for many 
purposes, we write for many 
purposes as well.

- The writing process grows and 
develops throughout the 
elementary school grades.

Planning

Drafting

SharingEvaluating

Revising & 
Editing



The Writing Process Grows & Develops: W.2- 
Organization and Composition Substrand
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• With guidance 
and support, 
use prewriting 
activities, 
including drawi
ng and 
suggestions 
from peers 
to generate 
ideas and plan 
writing 
or dictation.

Kindergarten

• With 
guidance and 
support, use 
a variety of 
prewriting 
activities, 
such as 
brainstormin
g, drawing 
and graphic 
organizers, to 
generate 
ideas and 
draft writing 
or dictation

Grade 1
• Engage in 

writing as a 
process to 
plan writing 
based on 
purpose 
and genre. 

Grade 2

• Engage in 
writing as a 
process to 
compose a 
well-
developed 
paragraph.

Grade 3 • Engage in 
writing as a 
process to 
compose 
well-
developed 
paragraphs. 

Grade 4

• Engage in 
writing as a 
process to 
compose 
well-
developed 
paragraphs. 

Grade 5



What does elementary writing 
look like in practice?

Using a sample of only one mode, explore instructional approaches for 
teaching writing.
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Understand & Learn about the Genre
Build Genre Awareness Break Down the Genre 

Components 
• Why was this narrative written? 
• How did the author organize this narrative? 

(We’ve discussed the characters, setting, 
conflict, resolution, dialogue, tense/narrator, 
the plot structure/arc, and more! All 
organizational components that we want to 
see in student narrative writing.) 

• What type of language does the author of this 
narrative use?

• Who was the intended reader of this 
narrative? 

Review Sample Student Writing 
25



Launching & Evaluating the Genre: Building the 
Rubric Together 
• Co-Create the Rubric or Checklist

- As a class, develop and define the 
essential elements of strong narrative 
writing. (Pull from the mentor texts you’ve 
been reading.) 

- Align components to grade-level writing 
standards as well as division-adopted 
HQIM.

- Record student ideas and refine them into 
a shared rubric or checklist that will guide 
writing and revision.
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Examples & Nonexamples of the Mode of Writing
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• Model Through Writing
- Use teacher-created writing samples to demonstrate how each component 

appears in practice.
- Highlight strong examples that show effective use of narrative techniques 

(e.g., vivid settings, emotional tone, logical sequence).
- Share non-examples to help students identify common pitfalls (e.g., lack of 

detail, unclear transitions, flat characters).

• Analyze Student Work Together
- Review (anonymous) student writing samples to evaluate using the rubric.
- Discuss what’s working well and what could be improved.
- Encourage students to reflect on how the rubric can guide their own writing 

process.



Teach strategies for various components of the 
writing process

Planning

Drafting

SharingEvaluating

Revising & 
Editing Teacher Modeling 

occurs at every stage 
of the Writing Process

Ordering ideas, Outlining, Graphic Organizers,
Using Checklist to ensure Genre components 
are present

Imitation, Sentence 
Generation

Peer sharing, Author’s ChairSelf-evaluating, self-
monitoring 

Peer revising, reviewing 
checklists & rubrics 
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Gradually Release Writing Responsibility 
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Teachers model the 
writing strategy, state why 

they’re using it, how it 
improves writing. 

Guide students to 
collaborate in small 

groups and practice apply 
the modeled strategy to 

their own writing. 

Students apply strategy 
while they write 

independently (with 
teacher encouragement). 



Feedback is Part of the Writing Process
Feedback should be: 

•Timely and connected to 
the writing process
•Specific to the student’s 
goals and the writing task
•Actionable, helping 
students revise with 
purpose

Feedback may look like: 
• Conferencing with students
• Using student friendly rubrics or checklists, 

that were developed together (or understood 
together) at the beginning of the writing process

• Modeling feedback with Mentor Texts
- Here’s What (what the student/author did), 
- So What (why it matters), 
- Now What (next step to improve)
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Lingering Questions
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How much should my students be writing?
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How do I support my students with writing fluency?
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Teach handwriting 
and spelling 

explicitly.

Lower the emphasis 
on handwriting and 

spelling during 
drafting.

Discussion and 
planning is a critical 

role in writing 
fluency.

Require a lot of 
writing.

Engage students in 
nonstop writing.



How do I make time for writing instruction?
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From the Understanding the Standards: 
Teachers should leverage the reciprocal nature 

of reading and writing (e.g., reading mentor 
texts, examining characteristics of exemplars).



How do I make time for writing instruction? (1 of 2)
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How do I make time for writing instruction? (2 of 2)
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Reminder:
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We’re always 
TEACHING writing, 

never simply 
ASSIGNING writing. 



Resources & Next Steps
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Writing in Response to Reading
Modes and Purposes for Writing Standards

K 1 2 3 4 5

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing about text(s) read or heard in which students 
share their thinking with a couple of supporting details from the text.

- A G * * *

Write in response to text(s) read or heard to share thinking with a couple supporting details from the 
text.

- - A G * *

Write in response to text(s) read or heard to share thinking using supporting details from the text. - - - A G *
Write in response to text(s) read (including summaries, reflections and descriptions) to demonstrate 
thinking with details, examples, and other evidence from the text, using linking words to connect 
ideas.

- - - - A G

Write in response to texts read (including summaries, reflections, and descriptions) in which students 
demonstrate their thinking with details, examples, and other evidence from the text that are logically 
grouped.

- - - - - A

Developing Skilled Readers & Building Reading Stamina
Kindergarten- Grade 1 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording
Grade 2-Grade 3 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording
Grade 4-Grade 5 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording

Planning for Integration 
Kindergarten & Grade 1 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording
Grade 2 & Grade 3 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording
Grade 4 & Grade 5 PPT | PDF | Webinar Recording
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https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60660/638785880888400000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60662/638785880899530000
https://youtu.be/sePEilTuIoY
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60644/638785880812230000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60646/638785880821570000
https://youtu.be/AZEcfKPR6O4
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60650/638785880836570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60652/638785880845170000
https://youtu.be/YnQI-yRYOYU
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64549/638908583676530000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64547/638908583668100000
https://youtu.be/cnXT_b_c0Ls
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64539/638908583633470000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64537/638908583625430000
https://youtu.be/n3EAF4xkk5A
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64541/638908583642930000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/64551/638908583686200000
https://youtu.be/RnJL2RBItEQ


VDOE Resources to Support Effective Writing 
Instruction 

K-12 Standards of Learning
K-12 Word  | PDF
Progression Charts
Writing (K-12) (Word)
Language Usage (K-12) (Word)
Understanding the Standards
K: Word | PDF
1: Word | PDF
2: Word | PDF
3: Word | PDF
4: Word | PDF
5: Word | PDF

Side-By-Sides
Grades K-2 Side-By-Side (Word)
Grades 1-3 Side-By-Side (Word)
Grades 3-5 Side-By-Side (Word)
Grades 4-6 Side-By-Side (Word)
VDOE Webinars
2024 SOL Instructional 
Resources | Virginia Department 
of Education
• Foundations for Writing- Coming in 

November!
• Purposeful Planning Series 
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https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/53641/638499761301600000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/53643/638499760936600000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55076/638530192347570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55076/638530192347570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55076/638530192347570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55066/638530192312730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55066/638530192312730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55066/638530192312730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55034/638591402307700000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59020/638693485254430000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55036/638808252579730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59022/638808253280400000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55038/638530184473570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59032/638693485291830000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55040/638530184904030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59034/638693485298070000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55042/638591402924870000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59036/638693485304230000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55044/638591403230600000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/59038/638943242359570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55032/638530178130270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57318/638617565737730000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55022/638530178099030000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/57320/638617565746500000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources


Thank you 
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Jill Nogueras
Associate Director of K-12 English & Literacy
Jill.Nogueras@doe.virginia.gov

Ellen Frackelton
Coordinator of Elementary Reading & Literacy
Ellen.Frackelton@doe.virginia.gov

Colleen Cassada
Coordinator of Secondary English & Literacy
Colleen.Cassada@doe.virginia.gov

English Program
VDOE.English@doe.virginia.gov

Amanda Hassell
Early Literacy Specialist
Amanda.Hassell@doe.virginia.gov

Ciara Stamper
Secondary Intervention Specialist
Ciara.Stamper@doe.virginia.gov

Emily McMillen
Division Support Specialist
Emily.McMillen@doe.virginia.gov
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Reference within this document to any specific commercial or non-
commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, 

manufacturer or otherwise does not constitute or imply an 
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the Virginia 

Department of Education.
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