Innovative Assessment
Work Group

November 20, 2025



Welcome
Innovative

Assessment Work
Group Members

Organization

Name

Founder of Read Not Guess

Mr. Chad Aldeman

Founder of EduTutor VA

Ms. Kristen Amundson

Virginia School Boards Association

Mr. Douglas Brown

Augusta County Public Schools

Ms. Wendy Chandler

Collaborative for Student Success

Mr. Jim Cowen

Virginia Association of Elementary School Principals

Dr. Tori Gelbert

ExcelinEd

Ms. Christy Hovanetz

Comprehensive Instructional Program

Mr. Matt Hurt

All4Ed

Ms. Anne Hyslop

Virginia Community Colleges

Ms. Paula Mooradian

School Board Member Alliance

Ms. Shelly Norden

Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military Children
member/Virgina K-12 Parent

Ms. Tian Olson

Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals

Dr. Melanie M. Patterson

Former State Board of Education Member; Roanoke
City Public Schools

Dr. Alan Seibert

Virginia Association of School Superintendents

Dr. Kristy Somerville-Midgette

Virginia Education Association

Mr. Chad Stewart

Virginia K-12 Parent

Mr. Todd Truitt

Virginia Teacher of the Year (Region 5) and Adapted
Special Education Teacher at Jefferson Forest High
School Bedford

Ms. Genevieve Kathryn
Weaver




Improving the Assessment System Across the

Commonwealth

* The Innovative Assessment Work Group will
- Provide input on the needs of the assessment system.

- Analyze options for implementing an innovative new statewide assessment
system to support high-quality teaching and learning.
o Project-based or performance-based approaches
o Accessibility for English Learners, students with disabilities

o Integration of growth measures that provide actionable feedback for
educators

o Rubrics, sample items, exemplars and other resources that clarify
benchmarks for success
* The new assessment system will align with Virginia's Standards of
Learning (SOL) and is targeted for implementation by the 2027-
2028 school year.




Where We are Now: Foundations Established,
Needs ldentified, Lessons from Other States Ahead

October 30, 2025
Kickoff

¢ Reviewed the purpose
and goals of the
Work Group.

e Examined the current
status of the statewide
assessment system.

* Provided input on
sample innovative test
items.

¢ Discussed the desired
state for the
assessment system

November 6,
2025: Needs of
Assessment
System

¢ Define the needs of the
assessment system.

* Review outcomes in
general assembly
reports.

November 20,
2025: Assessment
Systems in Other
States

* Begin analyzing
assessment systemsin
other states.

* Begin creating draft
recommendations for
Virginia's assessment
system.

December 4, 2025:

Non-traditional

Assessments and

Accessibility

Features

¢ Begin analyzing non-
traditional assessment

items and accessibility
features.

e Continue creating
recommendations for
Virginia's assessment
system.




Meeting Outcomes

Participants will

* Provide input on the purpose of the
statewide assessment system,

 Discuss verified credits for

graduation and their connection to

the assessment system,

* Examine assessment systems used

in other states and

identify components that could

improve Virgina's assessment
system, and

* Discuss next steps.

Topic Time (p.m.)
Welcome, Introductions, and 4:00- 4:05
Purpose
Purpose of the Assessment 4:05 — 4:15
System
Graduation Requirements: . ,
Verified Credits 15 - 42
Assessment Systems . .
in Other States 25— 440
Recommendations for the 4:40 - 455

Assessment System

Closing and Next Steps

4:55 -5:00




Last Meeting We Discussed: What is the Current

Purpose of Virginia's Assessment System?

The Standards of Learning (SOL) for Virginia Public Schools
establish minimum expectations for what students should know and
be able to do at the end of each grade or course in English,
Mathematics, Science, History, Social Science, and other subjects.

SOL tests measure students' success in meeting the Board of
Education’s expectations for learning and achievement. All items on
SOL tests are reviewed by Virginia classroom teachers for accuracy
and fairness, and teachers also assist the Virginia Board of
Education in setting proficiency standards for the tests.

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-
assessment-program

6


https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program

Comments on Purpose of the Assessment System

* Main themes from our discussion on November 6:

- Include the goal for students - "to what end’| i.e. to prepare
students for success in the next phase of life (connection to 3E
Framework)

- Include the benefit/impact for parents — provides parents with a
view of how well students learned the grade level/course
content being measured by the assessment

- Consider a more holistic definition that includes things beyond
the test itself — growth, formative assessment, K-2 Readiness,
etc.

- Ensure divisions and schools are aware of this purpose and
know what they are expected to do



Purposes of Statewide Assessment Systems

Monitoring Statewide Educational Growth and Achievement
- Track student learning and growth over time.
- Ensure comparability across students, schools, and districts.
- ldentify disparities in educational opportunities and outcomes.

Evaluation and Continuous Improvement
- Provide outcome data for evaluating programs, curricula, and policies.
- Support both summative and formative evaluations at local and state levels.
- Inform adjustments to improve educational initiatives.

Transparency and Public Engagement
- Offer clear, comparable data to the public about student learning.
- Build trust and accountability in public education.
- Engage communities in understanding and supporting student learning.

Signaling Rich Learning Expectations
- Communicate the depth and rigor of state standards.
- Encourage instructional practices aligned with complex, meaningful learning goals.
- Use assessment design (e.g., performance tasks) to reflect desired student competencies. 8



Evaluating Innovative Assessment Programs

* Address Key Problems in Traditional Testing
- Reduce over-testing and redundancy.

- Improve the instructional utility of assessments.
- Provide timely, actionable feedback to educators.

 Support Continuous Improvement
- Embed evaluation into every phase of assessment design and implementation.
- Use formative (e.g., PDSA cycles) and summative evaluations to refine systems.
- Ensure programs evolve based on evidence and stakeholder feedback.

* Clarify and Align Goals Through a Theory of Action
- Define how assessment components lead to improved student outcomes.
- Align assessment design with state policy goals and educational values.

 Build Evidence of Effectiveness

- Use a phased approach (planning, prototyping, piloting, scaling) to evaluate impact.
- Align with ESSA’s tiers of evidence to demonstrate efficacy and effectiveness.

* Promote Accessibility and Instructional Relevance
- Design assessments that are accessible and meaningful for all students.
- Ensure assessments support teaching and learning, not just accountability.



Purpose Statements from Other States

* Florida - “The primary purpose of Florida’s VPK-12 statewide
assessments program is to measure students’ achievement of
Florida’s educational standards. Assessment supports instruction
and student learning.”

* Oklahoma - “Oklahoma recognizes that a robust assessment
system is tied closely to students’ learning and teachers’
Instructional practices by valuing and promoting local, classroom-
based formative assessments that help make student learning
visible.”

e California - “The purpose of the STAR Program was to measure how
well students in California public schools were learning the
knowledge and skills identified in the state content standards.”

10



Draft Purpose

* Virginia’s assessment system is grounded in the Standards of Learning (SOL),
which set clear expectations for student achievement. As we look to the
future, we aim to:

- Reflect student growth, not just end-of-year performance

Include early learning and life readiness skills

Provide useful, timely data for teachers and families

Align assessments to support instruction and clarity

Ensure assessments are purposeful, sustainable, and student-centered

* Our goalis to build a system that measures learning and supports preparing
every student for success in school and beyond.
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Draft Purpose

The purpose of Virginia's assessment system is to
orovide reliable and timely information about student
learning to guide instruction and supports. Meeting
oroficiency expectations signals that students

are prepared for the next grade, course, or

for successful entry into postsecondary education,
careers, or military pathways.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:
VERIFIED CREDITS



VIRGINIA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

( )

B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2018-2019 and beyond,
students shall earn the required standard and verified units of
credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Diploma.

No more than one locally awarded verified credit may be used to
satisfy these requirements, except as provided in subdivision 3 of
this subsection for credit accommodations for students with
disabilities.
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VIRGINIA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS — STANDARD DIPLOMA
( )

Discipline Area SEeER Unl_ts el Verified Credits Required
Required

English (reading and writing) 4 2

Mathematics 3 1
Laboratory Science 3 1
History and Social Science 1 1
Health and Physical Education 2

2

World Language, Fine Arts, or
Career and Technical

Education

Economics and Personal 1
Finance

Electives 4

Total 22 5
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS IN OTHER
STATES



| ouisiana Uses a Curriculum-to-Assessment

1. Standards-Based Foundation: Louisiana’s curriculum is aligned with state content standards and
standards are reviewed at least every seven years to maintain rigor and relevance.

2. Legal & Policy Framework: State law (R.S. 17:24.4) mandates the development and implementation
of curriculum standards and policy requires all public and charter schools to adopt curricula aligned
with these standards.

3. Assessment Integration: The Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP) measures
student performance against grade-level expectations and alignment ensures students are taught what
they are tested on, supporting instructional coherence.

4. Purpose of Alighment
*Ensure college and career readiness.
*Promote equity by setting consistent expectations statewide.
*Enable comparisons across states and support national competitiveness.
5. Characteristics of the Standards
*Research-based, developmentally appropriate, and internationally benchmarked.

*Emphasize depth over breadth, critical thinking, and real-world application.
18



| ouisiana Uses a Curriculum-to-Assessment

Test

LEAP 2025

Mational Assessment

of Education Progress
(NAEP) select schools
and students

English Language
Proficiency Test (ELPT)

Who takes the test?

Grades 3-8 English
language arts
mathemalics, science
and social studies

Grades 4 and 8

Students who are
learning English in
addition to their native
language are assessed
annually using the ELPT.

What does the
test measure?

LEAF assessments are
aligned to the Louisiana
Student Standards
which were developed
with significant input
from Louisiana
educators.

(MAEPF) is the largest
continuing and natonally
representalve assessment
of what the nation’s students
know and can do in the
areas of mathematics,
reading, science, and
writing.

The ELPT measures
proficiency in listening,
speaking, reading and
writing.

How are results
reported?

Student level reports
provide data for overall
and specific subcategory
performance for the
content area.

Public school and
system level reporis are
available.

Student level results
are not reparted.

Public reports from
MNAEP provide data
regarding statewwde
performance.

Student level reports
provide parents and
schools with data for
overall and specific
subcategory performance.

Public reports provide
data regarding statewide
performance.
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Louisiana's Assessments Use a Variety of Iltem

Types

1) Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR): This item type consists of two (A and B), and in rare instances, three parts (A, B, and C);
one part asks students to show their understanding of a text, and the other part or parts ask students to identify evidence to support
that understanding or to extend or apply the understanding. The EBSR items are worth two points, and students can earn partial
credit (1 point).

2) Multiple Select (MS): This item type asks students to choose more than one correct answer and may appear as a one-part question or
as part of an EBSR item. Whenever this item type is used, the question always identifies in boldface print the number of correct
answers required.

3) Technology Enhanced (TE): This item type uses technology to capture student comprehension of texts. The Online Tools Training
(OTT), available in INSIGHT or through this link using the Chrome browser, will allow students to practice answering TE questions to
prepare for the test. For a summary of the different kinds of TE items and where to find examples of each type, refer to LEAP
Technology-Enhanced Item Types.

4) Prose Constructed Response (PCR): This item type appears at the end of each of the two tasks and asks students to create an
extended and complete written response. It elicits evidence that students have understood a text or texts they have read and can
communicate that understanding well, in terms of both written expression and written knowledge and use of language conventions.
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New Hampshire Utilizes Performance

Assessments for Accountability In Some Grades

* New Hampshire’s PACE (Performance Assessment of Competency Education) is an
Innovative assessment and accountability system grounded in a competency-based
educational approach designed to ensure that students have meaningful opportunities
to achieve critical knowledge and skills.

* The PACE Common Tasks are designed to serve as calibration tools, providing evidence
about the comparability of judgments related to student achievement across NH PACE
districts. Comparability means that if a student is deemed proficient in one district, that
same student would also be deemed proficient in another district.

* Determinations of student proficiency, required under federal law, are produced using:
(1) educator judgments at the end of the school year based on which achievement level
best describes each of their students; and, (2) end of year competency scores for each
student. PACE is designed so that the resulting levels are comparable in rigor and
substance to the statewide assessment by using achievement level descriptors that are
aligned across the two systems.
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New Hampshire Utilizes Statewide Assessments

for Program Development and Auditing

* The statewide academic assessments
are administered in a few grades and
subjects in the PACE system according
to when the results will be most useful
for informing programs and auditing
the innovative assessment system—
grade 3 ELA, grade 4 math, grade 8 ELA
and math, and grade 11 ELA and math
and high school science (see green
boxes in Table).

* https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/
files/ehbemt326/files/files/inline-
documents/pacegradessubjects05272

Mathematics

Science

Performance assessment
system (PACE)

Local performance
assessments

a Performance assessment Local performance
system (PACE) assessments

5 Performance assessment Performance assessment Performance assessment
system (PACE) system (PACE) system (PACE)

6 Performance assessment Performance assessment Local performance
system (PACE) system (PACE) assessments

7 Performance assessment Performance assessment Local performance
system (PACE) system (PACE) assessments

Performance assessment

Course-specific common
performance assessments

system (PACE)

Course-specific common
performance assessments

Course-specific common
performance assessments

0_4.pdf

10

Course-specific common
performance assessments

Course-specific common
performance assessments

Course-specific common
performance assessments

_
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Massachusetts Annually Releases Test Iltems and Rubrics

Purpose

*Promote transparency, instructional alignment, and educator support.

*Help students, families, and teachers understand expectations for performance.
What’s Released

*Full sets of test items from spring MCAS assessments (ELA, Math, Science).

*Scoring rubrics and student work samples for constructed-response and essay items.

*ltem-level details: standards assessed, item types, and reporting categories.
Access & Use

*Released annually via the Massachusetts Department of Education website.

*Organized by grade, subject, and year.

*Used by educators for curriculum planning, formative assessment, and professional
development.

Limitations
*Retest items and some February science tests are not released.
*Best viewed using Adobe Acrobat Reader for full functionality.
Impact
*Supports instructional coherence and student readiness.

*Reinforces Massachusetts’ commitment to high standards and educator
collaboration.

[
dese

]’::;Z::r‘::r::;i Elementary

and Secondary Education
—

Release of Spring 2025
MCAS Test Items
from the

Grade 5 English Language Arts

Paper-Based Test
L
June 2025
Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
I



https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/release.html

Massachusetts Releases Sample Student Work and

Scoring Guides

2025 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide

Grade 5 English Language Arts
Question 12: Essay

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing

Standard: L.PK-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

Standard: L.PK-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Standard: L.PK-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend
more fully when reading or listening.

Standard: W.PK-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

Standard: W.PK-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Item Description: Write an essay that explains how individuals addressed challenges
presented in two passages; use information from both passages as evidence.

This item can be found in the released item sets on the MCAS Resource Center.

Essay Prompt

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage(s). Your writing should:

+ Present and develop a central idea.
+ Provide evidence and/or details from the passage(s).
» Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Based on Bridges and Tunnels and Beneath the Streets of Boston, write an essay that
explains how engineers and workers address the many challenges of tunnel
building. Be sure to use information from both passages to develop your essay.

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response
describe elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and
Standard English Conventions.

Standards the
Question Addressed

Scoring Guide

Essay Prompt

Scoring Guide for Idea Development
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.

Score* Description

Central idea is clear and fully developed
Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details

Effective organization
Clear expression of ideas
Full awareness of the purpose for writing

- s 8 s 8

Central idea is general and moderately developed

Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Moderate organization

Adequate expression of ideas

Sufficient awareness of the purpose for writing

[
- & & 8 =

Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed
Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Limited organization

Basic expression of ideas

Partial awareness of the purpose for writing

w
- & & & &

Central idea is not present and/or not developed
Insufficient evidence and/or details

Minimal or no organization

Poor expression of ideas

Minimal awareness of the purpose for writing

[
- & 8 = =

The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the
guestion or incorrectly responds to the question.

(=]

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.

Score* Description
2A + Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay
3B + Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or
ac length of essay
« Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay
F + Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity

and/or length of essay

# Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or
1 +« Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or
insufficient length

o Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or

insufficient length.

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responsas that earned the same
score (e.9., 3A and 38).




Sample Student Work is Provided at for Each Score

Student Response

Based on Bridges and Tunnels by Donna Latham and Beneath the Streets of Boston by Joe
McKendry engineers and workers address many challenges of tunnel building.

One challenge workers and engineers addressed was the safety of tunnel building. At first
workers didn't have a lot machinery to them build tunnels, so they had to use pickaxes
and hand drills to carve out the tunnel, which was backbreaking. Workers had to to all of
this work through boeiling temperatures in tight spaces with thier feet folded against dusty
rock and thier arms and legs stiff. There was also no air circulation so the workers choked
on dust, ashy smoke, and gagged on toxic fumes, All of the labor done only carved out
about a few inches of the tunnel a day. Now engineers have developed machinery that
smashes throungh rock quickly and explosives that make construction go a lot faster
without all the labor and hazards that [ stated above.,

Another challenge workers and enginneers addressed was when there was Squishy
waterlogged dirt were they were trying to build a tunnel. These areas are unstable
because goopy ground doesn't stand up on its own. Collapse and cave-ins are hazards
because of this waterlogged soil. To stop the tunnel from collapsing or caving -in workers
built temporary wooden bracing for support or temmporary tunnel shields made out of
steel that support the tunnel head during excavation.

Based on the passages Bridges and Tunnels and Beneath the streets of Boston those are
couple of challenges engineers and workers addressed while building tunnels.

Student Score with Justification

Idea Development—Score Point 1

The response minimally develops the central idea about how engineers and workers
address the many challenges of tunnel building. The response includes information
about tunnel construction and utility pipes, but it lacks evidence and specific
examples from the passages to support the central idea. The response is a
minimally organized block of text without clear transitions or a logical structure.
Ideas are poorly expressed. There is minimal awareness of the purpose for writing.

Standard English Conventions 1

The response demonstrates little variety in sentence structure and contains errors
throughout. The sentences are simple and repetitive, lacking complexity and
variation: “That also helps prevent the earth from shifting around the entry way.
Also prevents ground water from getting inside the tunnel.” Although there is
correct usage of periods, there is no sustained evidence of other mechanics. There
are multiple errors in spelling, including “bulid" and "utilitie.” The response lacks
the complexity and length to demonstrate more than minimal control of standard
English conventions for this grade level.
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Discussion Questions

* Which aspects of these assessment systems
warrant further exploration for potential use in
Virginia?

* Are there any elements from the assessment

systems reviewed that should be avoided or not
considered for use in Virginia?

* Which states' assessment system would you
recommend exploring to inform the work of this
group?
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