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BACKGROUND: WHAT’S CHANGED / WHAT HASN’T

Virginia’s revised SOA (8VAC20-132, 2024) reorganized
and clarified accreditation requirements. Key takeaways:

What changed
* Requirements were better structured, improving clarity for the field.

 One additional documentation requirement added: Schools
identified for CSl under the ESSA/SPSF system must demonstrate
Implementation fidelity of their required support plans.

* Improved consistency of the evidence being collected, allowing for
better statewide analysis.



BACKGROUND: WHAT’S CHANGED / WHAT HASN’T

Virginia’s revised SOA (8VAC20-132, 2024) reorganized
and clarified accreditation requirements. Key takeaways:

What stayed the same

* Accreditation remained a school-level compliance
determination.

 Schools must continue, as they have for decades, to
demonstrate compliance with the SOQs, SOA, and
other requirements in Code.



Why Accreditation Matters

Accreditation signals that a school maintains the foundational
operational conditions necessary for teaching and learning.

High-Quality Operations >
> Safer environments

» Stronger continuity for staff and students

> Better ability to focus on academic
improvement

The accreditation system ensures these essential conditions
are in place, verified, and transparent.
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SY 2025-2026 Accreditation Evidence Collection

July 2025 Fall 2025
Revised SOA took effect; accreditation VDOE completed a documented

requirements reorganized for clarity. ~ €videntiary review, validating
submissions and requesting

clarifications when needed.
August 2025

Division superintendents, with input
from their principals, completed a
structured Yes/No self-certification,

aligned to long-standing requirements
across SOQs, SOA, and Code.

December 2025

Schools with insufficient evidence were
notified of Conditional Accreditation
and informed of appeal procedures.



SY 2025-2026 Accreditation Designhations

Schools were
assigned one of the
following
designations based
on departmental
review of submitted
evidentiary
supports:

Fully Accredited: All required evidence submitted and

identified by the Department as satisfactory in
demonstrating compliance.

Conditionally Accredited: Any required evidence was
missing, incomplete, or insufficient; school remains
conditional until compliant evidence is resubmitted &
verified.

Accreditation Denied: Reserved for schools that fail to
adopt or implement required corrective actions. (This year:
none.)

New School: A one-year designation for newly configured
schools. (This year: 6)




Statewide Accreditation Results
2025 - 2026

Fully Accredited 1,706

Conditionally Accredited 113
Accreditation Denied 0

New School 6



Statewide Accreditation Results

2025 - 2026

The 2025-26 accreditation cycle shows strong statewide
compliance:

- 94% of Virginia schools earned Fully Accredited status.

- 113 schools (just over 6%) received Conditionally Accredited
designations, primarily due to missing or insufficient documentation—
not operational breakdowns.

- 0 schools were Accreditation Denied.
- 6 schools given New School designations.

These results reflect a stable statewide compliance environment
and a strong foundation for future refinement.



What We’ve Learned So Far

This first year
under the
reorganized
SOA produced
clearer, more
actionable
insights.

1. Clarity Matters

Schools responded positively to
having requirements
consolidated and structured.
Many “conditional” findings
were documentation-based, not
implementation failures.

2. Evidence Collection Needs
More Standardization
Templates, examples, and
centralized guidance reduce
burden and improve
consistency.

3. The Department Now Has
Better Information

The evidence review created a
clearer picture of recurring
challenges and areas where
targeted supports are most
needed.

4. The System Is Performing As
Intended

The process identified real areas
for improvement while
confirming strong statewide
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Accreditation Next Steps

The Department will return to the Board with updates and recommended actions in
alignment with these priorities:

Department Priorities

Improve clarity of evidence
expectations

Streamline the submission and
review workflow

Publish unified guidance for
schools and divisions
Strengthen technical assistance
based on this year’s findings

Board-Facing Work*

|dentify areas where regulatory
clarification may be needed
Prepare for a series of briefings
tied to accreditation
modernization

Review timelines for 2026
accreditation cycle
Improvements




What the Department is Doing

(Winter-Spring 2026)

Analyzing Conditional
Accreditation trends to identify
statewide training needs

Drafting standardized
templates and clarifying
guidance for future

submissions
Example: Collection Calendars
for both principals &
superintendents

Preparing a proposed schedule
for accreditation-related Board
actionsin 2026

Developing an annual public-
facing Accreditation Guide for
schools and families

Reviewing areas of regulation
that may need clarification in
2026 regulatory packages

@ hese efforts position the Board for

clearer, more streamlined decision-

making capabilities in future meetings
& accreditation discussions.




What the Board Can Expect

(Winter — Spring 2026 High Level Preview)

Over the next several Board meetings, the Department anticipates presenting:

Early 2026 Spring 2026

v' A deep-dive into Conditional v Recommendations for regulatory
Accreditation themes clean-up and clarification within

v Proposed refinements to evidence 8VAC20-132
expectations and documentation v' A preview of the 2026-27
templates accreditation evidence timeline

v' Updated Accreditation
Communications Guide for Late Spring / Early Summer 2026
divisions v Accreditation training resources for

the field

v' The 2026 cycle’s updated
submission structure
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Closing Message

* The 2025-26 accreditation cycle accomplished its goal of
Improving the overall clarity and transparency of the system
and delivering better, more actionable information.

* This strong foundation allows the Board and Department to
continue to refine the statewide system, addressing the
gaps and incongruencies identified during the 25-26 cycle,
while providing the departmental guidance and supports to
Virginia schools and divisions that need it most.

What’s to Come: A Reimagined Accreditation

System

[ Better information > Better supports > Better outcomes ]
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