
Virginia’s Consolidated State Plan under 
the Every Student Succeeds Act: 
Amendment IX
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• Background on Virginia’s Consolidated State Plan
• Addressing Misconceptions with Facts
• Stakeholder Engagement
• Purpose for seeking an amendment
• Overview of proposed revisions for accountability 
• Process and timeline for Amendment IX to include 

other areas

Outline for Today’s Presentation



Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA)



Background

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 1965 is 
the primary federal legislation governing division and school 
accountability and established the federal government's 
expanded role in public education.

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) is a 
reauthorization of ESEA and was signed into law on 
December 10, 2015. 



States Must Choose a Measure for School 
Quality/Student Success Indicator

ESSA requires a state’s accountability system to measure outcomes on the following 
indicators for all students and specific student groups: 

1. Academic Achievement

2. Other Academic Indicator for elementary and secondary schools that 

are not high schools

- Academic Growth 

3. Graduation Rates: four-year adjusted cohort 

4. Progress in Achieving English Language Proficiency

5. School Quality or Student Success Indicator(s) 

- History/Social Science



POINTS OF CLARIFICATION – THESE ARE THE FACTS
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1. Accelerated paths for History and Social Sciences for middle 
school students already exist in Virginia schools through local 
policies.

2. Topics, including the Holocaust, are currently addressed in middle 
school US History and in high school US History courses.

3. Current work in History and Social Science has been intentional to 
obtain, review, evaluate, and vet resources to support existing 
Instructional Guides from longstanding external partners, including 
collaboration (but not limited to) the Asian American Pacific Islander 
and Jewish communities.



POINTS OF CLARIFICATION – THESE ARE THE FACTS
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4. All students should have access to accelerated pathways (remove the 
ceiling and raise the floor).

5. Accelerated pathways are not required for all students.

6. School divisions will continue offering accelerated pathways that run 
parallel to current course sequences.

7. All students will not have to take World Geography in Grade 8; this 
remains a local division decision.

8. No recommendation will be made that would require schools/divisions 
to skip content or course options.



GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
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• Virginia’s History and Social Sciences standards aim to raise our aspirations for history and social science 
instruction and restore excellence, curiosity and excitement around teaching and learning history. The 
teaching of history should illuminate insights from the past and inspire current and future generations to lead 
lives that are informed and inspired by those who walked this journey before them. 

• Our students will also understand that our history encompasses a broad civilization beyond their 
neighborhood, Virginia and the United States. They will learn that humankind has spanned continents, 
ethnicities and religions, with common qualities that unite us and differences that enrich our society.

• The standards provide an unflinching and fact-based coverage of world, United States and Virginia 
history. Students will study the horrors of wars and genocide including the Holocaust and the ethnic cleansing 
campaigns that have occurred throughout history and continue today. They will better understand the 
abhorrent treatment of Native Americans, the indelible stain of slavery, segregation and racism in the United 
States and around the world, and the inhumanity and deprivations of totalitarian and communist regimes. 
Students also will study inspirational moments including the achievements of Greek and Roman governments 
and advancements in engineering, architecture and art, the European Enlightenment, the American Revolution, 
the triumph of America’s Greatest Generation in World War II, the Marshall Plan, the Civil Rights Movement, the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, Project Apollo, progress against diseases, and the heroic sacrifice of Flight 93 
passengers.  

This comprehensive story of the United States and the world will prepare every student for 
the rights, opportunities and responsibilities of Americans. 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/47775/638276922439570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/47775/638276922439570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/47775/638276922439570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/47775/638276922439570000


ORGANIZATION AND PRESCRIBED ORDER OF HISTORY 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSES
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Historically, Virginia has offered flexibility around 
the grades at which some of these courses are 
taught; in this configuration, the standards are 
presented in the Board of Education’s 
recommended grade level sequence. School 
divisions are strongly encouraged to adopt this 
sequence, but it is not required. Local school 
boards that authorize alternative approaches 
must ensure that gaps in student learning are 
avoided, make accommodations for students 
who transfer from other divisions, and ensure 
that students satisfy Board-prescribed 
graduation requirements (p. 9, 2023 History and 
Social Science Standards of Learning)

Note: School divisions will continue to have the 
autonomy to develop course sequence 
pathways.



Content Progression to 
Support a Student's History 
Experience
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GRADE 3: THE WORLD
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• Standards are organized into the four core strands of social studies: 
history, geography, civics, and economics allowing for students to 
read, hear, learn about, research, and explore the lives of people and 
events in the local community, Virginia, the United States, and the 
world.

• For example, third graders study the world by learning about ancient 
China, Egypt, Rome, Greece, and Mali. They also continue to develop 
skills and knowledge about maps, civics, and economics.



GRADES 5-6: UNITED STATES HISTORY I AND II
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• Grade 5: United States History to 1865, America’s history from its earliest days to 
the Civil War 

- Students will use skills for historical and geographical analysis to explore the early history of the 
United States and understand ideas and events that strengthened the Union. 

- They also will study documents and speeches that laid the foundation for American ideals and 
institutions and will examine the everyday life of people at different times in the country’s 
history through the use of primary and secondary sources.

• Grade 6: United States History 1865 to the Present, the story of the United States 
from the Civil War to the present

- The standards for this course relate to the history of the United States from the Reconstruction 
era to the present. Students will continue to develop and build upon the fundamental concepts 
and skills in civics, economics, and geography within the context of United States history. 

- This foundation provides a pathway to develop an understanding of how the American 
experience shaped the world’s political and economic landscapes.



CIVICS AND ECONOMICS
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• Civics and Economics is the foundational course for Virginia and United States 
Government. Students examine the roles citizens play in the political, 
governmental, and economic systems in the United States. Students examine the 
foundational documents and principles around which the constitutions of 
Virginia and the United States were established; identify the rights, duties, and 
responsibilities of citizens; and describe the structure and operation of 
government at the local, state, and national levels. 

• The standards identify personal character traits, such as patriotism, respect for 
the law, willingness to perform public service, and a sense of civic duty that 
facilitate thoughtful and effective active participation in the civic life of an 
increasingly diverse democratic society.



WORLD GEOGRAPHY
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• The focus of this course is the study of the world’s people, places, and 
environments, with an emphasis on world regions. The knowledge, skills, 
and perspectives of the course are centered on the world’s peoples and 
their cultural characteristics, landforms and climates, economic 
development, and migration and settlement patterns. 

• Spatial concepts of geography are used as a framework for studying 
interactions between people and their environments. Using geographic 
resources, students will employ inquiry, research, and technology skills to 
ask and answer geographic questions. 

• Emphasis is  placed on students understanding and applying geographic 
concepts and skills to their daily lives.



WORLD HISTORY I
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• This course enables students to explore the historic development of 
people, places, and patterns of life from ancient times until 1500 A.D. in 
terms of the impact on Western civilization. The study of history rests on 
knowledge of dates, names, places, events, and ideas. 

• Historical understanding, however, requires students to engage in 
historical thinking, raise questions, and marshal evidence in support of 
their answers. Students engaged in historical thinking draw upon 
chronological thinking, historical comprehension, historical analysis and 
interpretation, historical research, and decision making. These skills are 
developed through the study of significant historical substance from the 
era or society being studied.



WORLD HISTORY II
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• This course enables students to examine history and geography from 
1500 A.D. to the present, with emphasis on the development of the 
modern world.

• This course requires students to engage in historical thinking, raise 
questions, and marshal evidence in support of their answers. 
Students engaged in historical thinking draw upon chronological 
thinking, historical comprehension, historical analysis and 
interpretation, historical research, and decision making. These skills 
are developed through the study of significant historical substance. 



VIRGINIA AND UNITED STATES HISTORY
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• The standards for Virginia and United States History expand upon the 
foundational knowledge and skills previously introduced to include the historical 
development of American ideas and institutions from the Age of Exploration to 
the present. 

• While continuing to focus on political, geographic, and economic history, the 
standards provide students with a basic knowledge of American culture through 
a chronological survey of major issues, movements, people, and events in 
Virginia and United States history. 

- For example, VUS.14 specifically engages students in applying history and social 
science skills to analyze the United States’ involvement in World War II:
• VUS.14f: analyzing the Holocaust, beginning with the history and role of antisemitism in the 

persecution of Jews, the persecutions of other targeted groups, challenges related to the 
immigration of Jews, Hitler’s “Final Solution,” liberation, postwar trials, postwar immigration 
to the United States, and the creation of the modern state of Israel.



EXAMPLE: ADDRESSING THE HOLOCAUST, ANTISEMITISM, 
AND GENOCIDE THROUGH THE STANDARDS OF LEARNING
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• Related content is introduced in United States History: 1865 to the Present and further 
explored in Virginia and United States History and World History II. There are opportunities to 
use content as examples in Civics and Government courses:

- United States History: 1865 to the Present (USII.6h)
- Virginia and United States History (VUS.14f)
- World History and Geography: 1500 A.D. to the Present (WHII.9d, WHII.12a)

• As an update to HB2409 and previous materials provided in 2009, the history and social 
science program at the Virginia Department of Education worked with a team of teachers, 
organizations, and Virginia museums to provide such support for Virginia educators to meet 
the required instruction of the Holocaust and other world genocides through the Resources 
for Teaching the Holocaust and Other World Genocides Toolkit.

• Within the World History II and Virginia and United States History Instructional Guides, 
content is further delineated within the Understanding the Standards and the Skills in 
Practice components to include Supporting Questions to guide teachers’ planning and 
students’ understanding.

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+sum+HB2409
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/40737/638086144075130000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/40737/638086144075130000


EXAMPLES OF CURRENT ACCELERATED PATHWAYS
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Powhatan: Currently offers Integrated United States History in Grade 
6 (US I and II); Integrated United States History in Grade 7 (US 2 and 
Civics & Economics; World History and Geography I to 1500 A.D. in 
middle or high school

Hampton: Currently offers flexibility for US I and II in Grade 6, Civics 
and Economics in Grade 7, World Geography in Grade 8, World History 
I in Grade 9, World History II in Grade 10

Henrico: Currently offers Accelerated US History I and Civics & 
Economics in Grade 6; US History II and Civics & Economics in Grade 
7; World History I to 1500 in Grade 8, World History II 1500 to Present, 
or World Geography, or AP Human Geography in Grade 9

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/b730e3b09f.html#page/20
https://sites.google.com/hampton.k12.va.us/hcscourseofferings/social-studies
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3486/academicplanningguide/4248137/Middle_School_Social_Studies.pdf


EXPANDING STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES
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Accelerated pathways allow students to experience content at a different rate, thereby 
allowing students to explore more content before graduation. Additionally, students can 
concentrate on personal interests and learning needs.

Mathematics: In 2025, legislation called for automatic enrollment in advanced mathematics 
courses in middle school.

Science and History: Planning is currently underway for science and history content to also 
be supported with accelerated pathways in middle school. 

For example, Earth Science could be taken in the middle school and then students could take 
Biology in Grade 9 and advanced science courses in Grades 10-12.

For History and Social Science, some school divisions already have accelerated social studies 
pathways available to students. In practice, middle school history and social science (social 
studies) acceleration would typically involve the middle school course United States History to 
1865 offered at Grade 5, opening up the opportunity for a high school course to be offered in 
Grade 8. This can be beneficial by expanding opportunities for higher level courses in high 
school, such as AP, IB, or Dual Enrollment.

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/mathematics
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/mathematics


STANDARDS OF LEARNING ASSESSMENTS IN 
HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
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• Standards of Learning assessments are currently 
offered for the following courses in History and Social 
Science:

- Elementary Level – Virginia Studies
- Middle Level – Civics & Economics
- High School/End-of-Course Level 

o World Geography
o World History and Geography to 1500 A.D. (World History I)
o World History and Geography: 1500 A.D. to the Present (World 

History II)
o Virginia and United States (VA/US) History



REVISED ASSESSMENTS IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCE FOR SPRING 2026
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• Beginning 2025-2026, students will be assessed 
on history content in alignment with the 2023 
History and Social Science Standards of Learning.

• During the summers of 2024 and 2025, educators 
from across the Commonwealth participated in 
assessment item revisions to align with the more 
rigorous expectations of the 2023 History and 
Social Science Standards of Learning.



NEW ITEM TYPES IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCE
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New Item Types first field tested in History and Social Science Standards 
of Learning assessments in spring 2025 include:

- History Question Sets: These “cluster items” share a common stimulus 
(information source, graphic or map, etc.). Students will receive 3-5 test items 
about the stimulus in a question set.

- Match Table Grid: Information is organized for students in a table, and students 
select the correct response(s) within each row of the table. These items 
frequently involve comparing or classification.

- Multiple Select: Students select more than one correct answer in these test 
items. 

- Inline Choice: Students select the from a dropdown menu to complete a 
statement related to the test item.



NEW PRACTICE ITEMS IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCE
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• In March 2025, the SOL Practice Items for 2015 History and 
Social Science SOL were updated to include new item types 
being field tested in spring 2025. 

- Content in these items aligns to the 2023 History and Social Science 
Standards of Learning.

• New sets of SOL Practice Items aligned to the 2023 History and 
Social Science SOL will be released near the end of the fall 2025 
test administration in early 2026.



LOCAL ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENTS
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• The 2014 General Assembly eliminated some History and Social 
Science SOL tests. This legislation requires school divisions to 
assess the Standards of Learning for these courses by administering 
Local Alternative Assessments, adhering to guidelines adopted by the 
Board. 

• Requirements and resources are provided on the Performance Tasks 
and Local Alternative Assessments web page. 

• Local Alternative Assessments, including performance assessments 
scored with the common rubrics provided by VDOE, are required for 
the following courses in History and Social Science:

- Elementary – Grade 3 History
- Elementary/Middle Level – United States History to 1865 (US I)
- Middle Level – United States History: 1865 to Present (US II)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program/performance-assessments-local-alternative-assessments
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program/performance-assessments-local-alternative-assessments


PERFORMANCE TASKS TO VERIFY CREDITS IN 
HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
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• VDOE provided guidelines (approved by the Board in September 2021) and 
resources to school divisions on the appropriate administration of 
performance tasks to verify credits in History and Social Science courses. 
These resources are found on the Locally Awarded Verified Credits in History 
and Social Science web page.

• Performance tasks, in conjunction with local assessments and adhering to 
the Guidelines for Locally Awarded Verified Credits adopted by the Board, are 
permitted for the following History and Social Science courses:

- World Geography
- World History to 1500 A.D. (World History I)
- World History: 1500 A.D. to the Present (World History II)
- Virginia and United States History

• 62 school divisions are using this pathway to locally verify credits in at least 
one History and Social Science course in the 2025-2026 school year.

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/assessment-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/assessment-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/39934/638072204224570000


27

• Ongoing stakeholder engagement with division and school leaders, 
subject matter experts, advisory groups, and organizations and 
associations through meetings, conferences, and events, such as 
the Virginia Association of Secondary Principals, Virginia 
Association of School Superintendents, ESEA Coordinator’s 
Academy, Title III Consortium, and CTE Conference to discuss 
proposed revisions. 

• There have been no changes or actions on proposed items; the 
Board has only had discussion. 

Stakeholder Engagement



28

• Stakeholder engagement will continue through presentations to 
various groups and organizations, listening sessions, and public 
comment once the full Consolidated State Plan is presented.

• Listening sessions will be advertised through the Virginia Education 
Update and Department website. 

Stakeholder Engagement



Virginia’s Consolidated State Plan Requires Updating 
to Reflect Current Data and Practices

Provide the public with quality, transparent information about 
how the ESSA will be implemented in the state.

Goals: Simplify the application requirements through consolidation for: 

• Title I, Part A, C, D
• Title II, Part A
• Title III, Part A
• Title IV, Part A-B

• Title V, Part B
• Title VII, Subpart B

Areas addressed: 

• Increased Support to 
Principals

• Revised School Improvement 
Approach

• Expand Opportunities for 
Students

• Implement Small group size
• Revise Long-term goals & 

interim measures
• Update Graduation Rate

• Update Indicators
• Annual Meaningful 

Differentiation
• Identification of Schools
• Annual Measurement of 

Achievement (95% 
participation)

• Continued Support for School 
and LEA Improvement (Exit 
Criteria)
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• When adopting the School Performance and Support Framework, 
the Board identified areas for future consideration (Year two and 
beyond).

• Virginia stated in Amendment VII to the Consolidated State Plan that 
it would submit an amendment for certain topics requiring data 
from the first year of the new accountability system. 

• Throughout the implementation process and continued 
engagement on the School Performance and Support Framework, 
stakeholders have provided feedback on potential revisions. 

Purpose



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2025-2026
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• Mastery Index for assessments with three performance levels
- Fail/Does not meet (0.50); Proficient (1.0); Advanced (1.25)

• Determining Growth Methodology
- Progress/Value Tables

• Choosing which Exception for Recently Arrived English Learners
(Could be implemented in school year 2026-2027)

- Exception A for High School; Exception B for Grades 3-8

• Determining an Exit Criteria and Progress levels for students 
taking the WIDA Alternate ACCESS test

• School Improvement and Exit Criteria for federal identification



School Year 2025-2026 Weights by Model

32

Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 22.5% Reading Mastery 20% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 22.5% Math Mastery 20% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 10%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%

Total 15%

6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 
Studies

5%
Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027
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• Revision to Readiness Component
- Elementary and Middle: 

o Add Integrated Reading and Writing (IRW) test as indicator (5%)

- High: Criteria for Enlistment in 3E Readiness
o Use of JROTC or leadership class

• Calculation
- Participation Rate Plan
- Annual calculation for high school 



School Year 2026-2027 Weights by Model
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Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 17.5% Reading Mastery 12.5% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 22.5% Math Mastery 20% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 10%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%
Integrated Reading & Writing 5% Integrated Reading and Writing 5% 6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 

Studies
5%

Total 15%

Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2027-2028
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• Mastery Component
- Add History/Social Science as indicator to 

elementary (5%); middle (7.5%); high (5%)
• Revision to Readiness Component

- Advanced Coursework
o Flexibility to use Earth Science, and or World 

Geography or World History I, in addition to high 
school math courses



School Year 2027-2028 Weights by Model

36

Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 17.5% Reading Mastery 12.5% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 17.5% Math Mastery 15% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 5%
History Mastery (Virginia Studies) 5% History Mastery (Civics & Economics) 7.5% History Mastery (VA & U.S. History) 5%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%
Integrated Reading & Writing 5% Integrated Reading and Writing 5% 6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 

Studies
5%

Total 15%

Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL 
YEAR 2025-2026



MASTERY COMPONENT

38
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• Beginning in 2025-2026, for tests with only three performance 
levels (which lack a “Below Basic” performance level), such as 
History/Social Science, high school End of Course (EOC) 
assessments and the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program 
(VAAP), the following weights will be applied: 

Mastery Index

Performance Level Weighting
Pass/Advanced 1.25
Pass/Proficient 1.0
Fail/Does not Meet 0.50
Non-test takers (refusals, absences) 0



GROWTH IN READING AND 
MATHEMATICS

40



TRANSPARENTLY MEASURING GROWTH

41

• Progress/Value Table: measures place students in performance levels 
based on their test scores and note when students move between levels or 
ranges from year to year. The performance levels are divided into a range of 
scores determined by the state.

• Value Tables were recommended by Virginia’s Technical Advisory Council 
(TAC) because of its transparency, consistency, and familiarity to Virginia. 

• Value Tables allow both SOL tests and VAAP will use the same growth 
methodology. 

• Educators stated that using Value Tables provided better communication 
with families and the public on student growth. 

• The Appendix provides the current Progress/Value Tables in Reading and 
Mathematics using a vertical scale. 



EXAMPLE OF CALCULATING GROWTH YEAR OVER YEAR
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Reading Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments

Reading 

Test 

Level

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

Range I Range II Range III Range IV Range V Range VI Range VII Range VIII

3 Spring 25
Spring 25

Spring 25 Spring 25

4 Spring 26 Spring 26 Spring 26 Spring 26

0.50 pts0 pts

Criteria for Growth using Year over Year Ranges

0.75 pts

Criteria Point Values 
Moving back one or more Ranges (I-V) 0 points

Staying in the same Range (I-IV) 0.50 points

Staying in the same Range (V) 0.75 points

Moving back one or more Ranges (V-VIII) 0.75 points

Staying in Same Range (VI-VII) 1 point

When Moving Back and Staying in the Same Range

1 pt



EXAMPLE OF CALCULATING GROWTH
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Reading Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments

Reading 

Test 

Level

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

Range I Range II Range III Range IV Range V Range VI Range VII Range VIII

3 Spring 25 Spring 25 Spring 25 Spring 25 Spring 25

4 Spring 26 Spring 26 Spring 26 Spring 26 Spring 26

1 pt 1.25 pts1.25 pts 1.25 pts1.25 pts

Criteria Point Values 

Advancing 1 Range level 1 point

Advancing 2 or more Ranges 1.25 points

Advancing from Range I-IV to Range V-VIII 1.25 points

Advancing from Range V-VI to Range VII-VIII 1.25 points

Staying in Range VIII 1.25 points

Advancing Ranges and Staying in Range VIII



ENGLISH LEARNERS
Recently Arrived and Alternate ACCESS



Defining Recently Arrived English Learners

45

• Recently arrived ELs are defined by the statute as ELs who have 
been enrolled in schools in the U.S. or the District of Columbia 
(not including Puerto Rico and the outlying areas) for less than 
12 months (ESEA sections 1111(b)(3)(A) and 8101(48)). 



46

• Virginia is exploring Exception B

• A State may– 
a) Assess and report a recently arrived EL’s results on the reading and mathematics 
assessments, but exclude those results for accountability purposes in the 
student’s first year of enrollment in schools in the U.S.; 

b) Include a measure of such student’s growth on the reading and mathematics 
assessments for accountability purposes in the second year in the growth measure; 
and 

c. Include a measure of such student's proficiency on the reading and mathematics 
assessments for accountability purposes in the third and each succeeding year of a 
recently arrived EL’s enrollment. 

Exceptions to Including Assessment Results of 
Recently Arrived ELs in Accountability Systems

ESEA section 1111(b)(3)(A)(ii)
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Table demonstrates application of Exception II for Grades 3-8

Recently Arrived English Learners

Use of 

Assessment 

for Recently 

Arrived EL, by 

Year

Year 1 

Reading 

& Math 

Year 1 EL 

Progress 

(ELP)

Year 1

Science/

History  if 

it applies)

Year 2

Reading & 

Math

Year 2 

ELP

Year 2

Science 

& History 

(if it 

applies)

Year 3

Reading 

& Math

Year 3 

ELP

Year 3

Science 

& History 

(if it 

applies)

EL Takes 

Assessment
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Virginia 

Reports Score
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Include in 

Accountability
No No No Growth Yes Yes Proficiency Yes Yes



ALTERNATE ACCESS
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• The WIDA Alternate ACCESS summative assessment is a large-
print, pencil-and-paper test individually administered to 
students in grades K-12 who are dually identified as English 
learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities. Alternate 
ACCESS is intended for English learners who participate in 
Virginia’s Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP).

• A committee of Virginia educators continues to meet to review 
data on the WIDA Alternate ACCESS to determine and entrance 
and exit criteria and progress levels. 



School Improvement and Exit 
Criteria for Federal 
Identification

49
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- More Rigorous Interventions Updated to Strengthen Support to 
Schools

- Resource Allocation Review Section Streamlined and Updated
- Updated Technical Assistance to include School Boards and Current 

and Aspiring Teachers and Leaders
- Exit criteria for Comprehensive Support and Improvement Schools 

and Additional Targeted Support and Improvement Schools that 
were identified prior to 2025 calculates progress using the same 
methodology used at the time of designation and in the same 
indicators and student groups for which the school was identified.

Revising the Approach to School 
Improvement



School Year 2025-2026 Weights by Model
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Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 22.5% Reading Mastery 20% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 22.5% Math Mastery 20% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 10%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%

Total 15%

6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 
Studies

5%
Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL 
YEAR 2026-2027



Integrated Reading and Writing 
(IRW)
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• The IRW component is a performance task comprised of multiple 
choice/technology enhanced items and a writing prompt based on history 
or science content. The component is intended to reinforce the 
importance of students writing about what they read as the non-fiction 
passage serves as a springboard to the writing prompt. 

- Since 2024, the IRW has been administered as a required additional component of the 
grade 5 and 8 Reading Standards of Learning (SOL) Tests. 

• Beginning in 2026-2027, this assessment will be in the Readiness 
Component for Elementary Schools with a Grade 5 and Middle Schools 
with a Grade 8 as students demonstrate readiness for the next level. 

Indicator: Integrated Reading and Writing



3E Readiness
Enlistment
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3E Readiness: Enlistment 
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• In the initial adoption of the School Performance and 
Support Framework, the Board stated it wanted to 
continue discussion on criteria in the 3E Readiness 
Framework to include high-quality work-based learning 
in the Employment section and the inclusion of JROTC in 
the Enlistment section.

• The Enlistment section is the only section 
currently without a 1.25 point value.



CURRENT 3E READINESS FRAMEWORK
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Enrollment Employment Enlistment
• 1.25 points: Earning an associate’s 

degree

• 1 point: Earning 3+ credit-bearing, 
college ready* scores on exams, 3+ 
dual credit courses with a “B” grade, 
or an Early College Scholar certificate

• 0.75 point: Earning 1-2 credit-bearing, 
college-ready* scores on AP, 
IB, Cambridge A/AS, or CLEP 
exam or passing 1-2 dual credit 
courses (3 credits) with a “B” grade

• 0.5 point: Completing an AP, 
IB, Cambridge A/AS, or CLEP 
exam or dual credit course (3 
credits) with a "C" grade

• 1.25 points: CTE completer who earned a 
state-approved industry recognized 
credential in a high-demand field as defined 
by VOEE** AND completed a high-quality 
work-based learning experience as defined 
by the Board

• 1 point: CTE completer who earned a state-
approved industry recognized credential in a 
high-demand field as defined by VOEE OR A 
CTE completer who earned a state-approved 
industry recognized credential and 
completed a high-quality work-based 
learning experience as defined by the Board

• 0.75 point: CTE completer who earned a 
state-approved industry recognized 
credential as defined by the Board

• 0.50 point: CTE completer who completed a 
high-quality work-based learning experience 
as defined by the Board

• 1 point: AFQT (ASVAB) score of 65 or 
higher

• 0.75 point: AFQT (ASVAB) score of 
50-64

• 0.5 point: Meeting the minimum 
Military Entrance Score 
(AFQT/ASVAB) of 31

These scores are equivalent to the 
careers in employment component.

https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/virginia_s_high_demand_occupations_list_12_19_23


Comparison of Current and Proposed 3E Readiness 
Framework in Enlistment
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• 1.25 points with qualifying AFQT (ASVAB) score and having signed 
up to serve in the Virginia National Guard, U.S. military or will attend a 
military service academy; 4 years of Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (JROTC) with a “B” grade

• 1 point with an AFQT (ASVAB) score of 65 or higher and completing a 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) or equivalent 
leadership course with a minimum of a “B” grade  

• 0.75 points with an AFQT (ASVAB) score of 50-64 and by completing 
a Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) or equivalent 
leadership course with a “B” grade; or

• 0.5 points by meeting the minimum Military Entrance Score 
(AFQT/ASVAB) of 31 and by completing a Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (JROTC) or equivalent leadership course with a “B” 
grade; or 

• 0.25 points by meeting the minimum Military Entrance Score 
(AFQT/ASVAB) of 31 or higher

Current Enlistment

• 1 point: AFQT (ASVAB) score of 65 or 
higher

• 0.75 point: AFQT (ASVAB) score of 
50-64

• 0.5 point: Meeting the minimum 
Military Entrance Score 
(AFQT/ASVAB) of 31

These scores are equivalent to the careers 
in employment component.

Proposed Enlistment



School Year 2026-2027 Weights by Model

59

Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 17.5% Reading Mastery 12.5% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 22.5% Math Mastery 20% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 10%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%
Integrated Reading & Writing 5% Integrated Reading and Writing 5% 6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 

Studies
5%

Total 15%

Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%



PROPOSED CHANGES FOR SCHOOL 
YEAR 2027-2028
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• Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, Virginia will calculate a 
mastery index to measure student performance on:
- Virginia Studies SOL test in elementary school 
- Civics and Economics SOL test in middle school, and
- Virginia & U.S. History SOL test in high school

• These assessments will use the three-performance level mastery index.
• Next Step: The Department will develop new alternate assessments as 

part of the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP) for these 
content areas for students with significant cognitive disabilities.

Indicator: History/Social Science



Advanced Coursework
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Indicator: Advanced Coursework- Math

Currently, Advanced Coursework measures student 

performance of students in middle school who take End-of-

Course assessments in mathematics. 
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Indicator: Advanced Coursework-Science

• Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, students in grade 8 who are 

ready can take the high school Earth Science course and end-of-course 

assessment to demonstrate readiness for high school. 

• Prior to middle school students taking the high school Earth Science 

course, they must have completed the necessary coursework to 

ensure they have received and been assessed on the SOL test on 

Grade 6 science, Life Science and Physical Science.  
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• Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, students who are 
ready can take the high school World Geography or World 
History I course and end-of-course assessment to 
demonstrate readiness for high school. 

• Prior to entering high school, students must have 
completed and been assessed in Civics and Economics.  

Indicator: Advanced Coursework-World Geography or 
World History I



MIDDLE SCHOOL ADVANCED COURSEWORK

• Calculation (School Year 2027-2028 Proposed Revision)

 Numerator includes students passing an EOC Math SOL, or EOC Earth Science, or EOC World 
  Geography, or  World History I tests in grades 6-8

        -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Denominator includes:

o any middle school student in grades 6-8 who takes a high school math EOC, or

EOC Earth Science,  or
EOC World Geography, or
EOC World History I

plus
o any grade 8 student who is not enrolled in such a course but who scored advanced on the grade 7 

math SOL test



School Year 2027-2028 Weights by Model
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Elementary School Model Middle School Model High School Model
Indicator Weight Indicator Weight Indicator Weigh

Mastery Mastery Mastery
Reading Mastery 17.5% Reading Mastery 12.5% Reading Mastery 15%
Math Mastery 17.5% Math Mastery 15% Math Mastery 15%
Science Mastery (4-5th content) 10% Science Mastery (6-8th content) 10% Science Mastery: Biology 5%
History Mastery (Virginia Studies) 5% History Mastery (Civics & Economics) 7.5% History Mastery (VA & U.S. History) 5%
English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP) 10% English Learner Progress (ELP)

10%

Total 60% Total 55% Total 50%
Growth Growth Graduation

Reading Growth 12.5% Reading Growth 10% 4-Year Grad Rate 15%
Math Growth 12.5% Math Growth 10% Total 15%
Total 25% Total 20% Readiness

Readiness Readiness Chronic Absenteeism 5%
Chronic Absenteeism 10% Chronic Absenteeism 10% 3E Readiness  Framework 25%
Integrated Reading & Writing 5% Integrated Reading and Writing 5% 6-Year Graduation Rate with Applied 

Studies
5%

Total 15%

Advanced Coursework 10%

Total 25% Total 35%
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1. Ongoing Stakeholder Engagement
- Listening sessions, superintendent regional meetings, 

conferences, organizational and association meetings, advisory 
groups

2. Revisions and Updates to sections: 

3. Open Public comment
- Announce through Virginia Education Update and 

VDOE website

Next Steps

• Title I, Part A, C, D
• Title II, Part A
• Title III, Part A

• Title IV, Part A-B
• Title V, Part B
• Title VII, Subpart B



Appendix
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VALUE/PROGRESS TABLES
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• The Appendix provides the current Progress/Value Tables in Reading 
and Mathematics using a vertical scale.

• A vertical scale allows for the reporting of scores across SOL tests 
and can be used to measure student growth along the scale.

• With a vertical scale, growth is based on comparing a student’s prior 
year performance to the current year on an SOL test or VAAP test. 

• Each of the four performance levels (Below Basic, Basic, Proficient 
and Advanced) is divided into two ranges, for a total of eight ranges. 



VALUE/PROGRESS TABLE
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Reading Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments

Reading 

Test Level

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

Range I Range II Range III Range IV Range V Range VI Range VII Range VIII

3 900-1281 1282-1318 1319-1406 1407-1453 1454-1550 1551-1658 1659-1703 1704-1870

4 950-1331 1332-1377 1378-1453 1454-1495 1496-1588 1589-1686 1687-1733 1734-1920

5 1000-1354 1355-1390 1391-1497 1498-1544 1545-1639 1640-1750 1751-1793 1794-1950

6 1050-1382 1383-1416 1417-1521 1522-1572 1573-1662 1663-1760 1761-1803 1804-1980

7 1100-1436 1437-1476 1477-1565 1566-1608 1609-1699 1700-1797 1798-1835 1836-1990

8 1150-1439 1440-1479 1480-1578 1579-1623 1624-1713 1714-1811 1812-1852 1853-2000



VALUE/PROGRESS TABLE
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Math Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments

Reading 

Test Level

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

Range I Range II Range III Range IV Range V Range VI Range VII
Range 

VIII

3 900-1271 1272-1307 1308-1366 1367-1400 1401-1477 1478-1560 1561-1595 1596-1770

4 945-1313 1314-1340 1341-1396 1397-1430 1431-1510 1511-1594 1595-1636 1637-1830

5 990-1360 1361-1387 1388-1456 1457-1493 1494-1564 1565-1654 1655-1695 1696-1890

6 1050-1407 1408-1432 1433-1495 1496-1532 1533-1602 1603-1694 1695-1729 1730-1930

7 1110-1458 1459-1487 1488-1550 1551-1581 1582-1645 1646-1738 1739-1777 1778-1940

8 1170-1482 1483-1507 1508-1574 1575-1609 1610-1674 1675-1777 1778-1813 1814-1945

Algebra I 1229-1620 1621-1656 1657-1728 1729-1828 1829-1872 1873-2000

*Only for Algebra I tests administered through grade 8.
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