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WHEREAS, on May 19, 2025, Governor Youngkin issued Executive Order 48, Combating Antisemitism and Anti-religious Bigotry 
in Virginia Public Schools and Institutions of Higher Education, which reaffirms the Commonwealth’s commitment to safe educational 
environments free from discrimination with an intentional effort to cultivate an environment across the Commonwealth grounded in 
connection, compassion, and mutual respect; and 

WHEREAS, Section I of Executive Order 48 directs the Virginia Department of Education to: 
A.	 Publish actionable resources supporting the inclusion of the definition of antisemitism as found in Chapter 471 of the 2023 
Acts of Assembly; prohibition of conduct as related specifically to antisemitism; and, to make clear that the prohibition and other 
uses of the definition cannot and will not diminish or infringe upon any right protected under the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution or the Constitution of Virginia.
B.	 Encourage treatment of harassment and discrimination that is motivated by or includes antisemitic intent, or bigotry against 
any religion, by any individual or as a result of school policies or programs on the school campus in the same manner as any other 
form of discrimination prohibited by state or federal law.
C.	 Encourage local school divisions to review with teachers and principals their policies and procedures for approving additional 
ancillary teaching resources to ensure that teachers are using high-quality and accurate instructional materials to teach about 
Judaism, Jewish history, the Holocaust, and Israel.
D.	 Continue to make available high-quality instructional materials within the History and Social Science instructional guides 
and on the Department’s GoOpenVA Hub that are accurate and complete in their coverage of Judaism, Jewish heritage and 
history, and Israel. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Virginia Board of Education continues to build on and support the ongoing 
comprehensive work of the Virginia Department of Education, including providing division superintendents with actionable steps to 
ensure the intent of Executive Order 48 through direct correspondence by the Superintendent of Public Instruction; providing resources 
for education professionals and detailed guidance for curriculum developers emphasizing the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of antisemitism and for teaching and learning about the Holocaust and antisemitism; 
providing information and resources related to harassment and antisemitism in conjunction with  Executive Directive 6,  Combating 
Antisemitism and Anti-Religious Bigotry and Protecting the Freedom to Worship in the Commonwealth of Virginia, issued by Governor 
Youngkin on October 31, 2023; providing educators with high-quality, complete, and historically accurate instructional materials to 
teach about Judaism, Jewish history, the Holocaust, and Israel through its History and Social Science Standards of Learning, Guiding 
Principles, instructional guides, and the Virginia Department of Education’s GoOpenVA Hub; and  

FINALLY, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Virginia Board of Education stands ready to act against antisemitism and anti-
religious bigotry in Virginia’s public schools and classrooms. 


