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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: December 18, 2025
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Virginia Prohibits Certain Color Additives in School Meals — Effective July 1, 2027
In the 2025 General Session, Governor Youngkin signed SB1289/HB1910, which prohibits public schools from offering foods served in school meals and competitive foods with the following color additives, effective July 1, 2027 (Code of Virginia 22.1-207.4:3):
1. FD&C Blue No. 1 (CAS Reg. No. 3844-45-9),
2. FD&C Blue No. 2 (CAS Reg. No. 860-22-0),
3. FD&C Green No. 3 (CAS Reg. No. 2353-45-9),
4. FD&C Red No. 3 (CAS Reg. No. 16423-68-0),
5. FD&C Red No. 40 (CAS Reg. No. 25956-17-6),
6. FD&C Yellow No. 5 (CAS Reg. No. 1934-21-0), or
7. FD&C Yellow No. 6 (CAS Reg. No. 2783-94-0).
Per Code of Virginia 22.1-207.4, “competitive food” means any food, excluding beverages, sold to students on school grounds during regular school hours that is not part of the school breakfast or school lunch program. This includes a la carte items sold on the serving line and vending machine items sold to students during the school day. Compliance with Code 22.1-207.4:3 will be assessed during Administrative Reviews.
A VDOE-SCNP webinar on the state color additives ban is forthcoming.
Recommendations for Compliance
The VDOE-SCNP encourages public SFAs to assess their current food purchasing procedures before July 1, 2027, and determine what efforts shall be made to comply with Code 22.1-207.4:3. Below are a few examples of best practice:
· Check current nutrition labels and identify alternatives for products with color additives
Ensure contracts include language from Code 22.1-207.4:3 to ensure vendors comply with the regulation, sample language:
“The vendor agrees to comply with Virginia Code § 22.1-207.4:3. Effective July 1, 2027, the vendor shall not provide, distribute, or sell any food products to the SFA that contain any of the following synthetic color additives:
· FD&C Blue No. 1 (CAS No. 3844-45-9)
· FD&C Blue No. 2 (CAS No. 860-22-0)
· FD&C Green No. 3 (CAS No. 2353-45-9)
· FD&C Red No. 3 (CAS No. 16423-68-0)
· FD&C Red No. 40 (CAS No. 25956-17-6)
· FD&C Yellow No. 5 (CAS No. 1934-21-0)
· FD&C Yellow No. 6 (CAS No. 2783-94-0)
The Vendor shall ensure that all food items offered as part of reimbursable meals, à la carte items, vending machine products, or competitive foods are free from the above-listed additives.
The Vendor further agrees to provide ingredient lists and product formulation statements upon request.”
For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP regional specialist or the SNP policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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