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* Access the Virginia Teacher of the

. Year (TOY) portfolio application
Starting the found at

Portfolio https://vdoe.smapply.us/prog/virgi
nia teacher of the year 2027/

TOY will need an account in
SMApply in order to complete their

Virginia Teacher of the Year (VTQOY)
portfolio application

Application .



https://vdoe.smapply.us/prog/virginia_teacher_of_the_year_2027/
https://vdoe.smapply.us/prog/virginia_teacher_of_the_year_2027/

Virginia Department of Education

irginia Teacher of the Year 2027 Opens
Sep 27 202512:01 AM (

Fince 1964, Virginia has participated in the National Teacher of the Year Program, a Deadline
broject of the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSS0). In 2006, Virginia's Teacher Feb 9 2026 10:00 PM (
Df the Year program was renamed in honor of Dr. Mary V. Bicouvaris, the 1989 Virginia
and National Teacher of the Year. The late Dr. Bicouvaris was a teacher of government
bnd international relations in Hampton City public schools, and she was Virginia's first

ational Teacher of the Year.

he Mary V. Bicouvaris Virginia Teacher of the Year Program honors teachers who
epresent the best in teaching in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the nation. The
brogram provides school divisions the opportunity to recognize outstanding teachers
nd to focus positive public attention on education and the teaching profession. Those
ho are selected as Regional Teachers of the Year, Teacher of the Year, or National
eacher of the Year become ambassadors for education and enjoy a lifetime of positive
emories.




* First-time users: Select Register
* Returning users: Select Log In

* Forlogin support, click the
information (i) icon and submit a help
request

Registration




Questions about a program or information on this site? &
Contact the site administrator

Need help with using SurveyMonkey Apply? [2

Check out the FAQ

Having technical issues with this site?
Fillin a support request form




Creating an
Account in

SMApply

Teachers of the Year must create an
account in SurveyMonkey Apply

Use legal first and last name for record
matching

Use a school-issued email address

Keep in mind, within the registration
information, a summer contacted
number will be needed just in case you
are selected as Virginia’s TOY

Do not use the 'Register with Google'
option



Already have a SurveyMonkey Apply account? Login

Register as an individisal

Fiirst Mame Last Name

Create a password

Create Account




Completing

Tasks

All portfolio application requirements
are organized as tasks

When you have finished answering all
qguestions in the task, click on the green
Mark as Complete button at the
bottom of the page. If not, save and
continue to edit.

When you mark a task complete, the
circle next to that item in your
application task list will now show as a
green circle with a checkmark.

Half-filled green circle = task started
(not yet completed)

Green circle with checkmark = task
completed



Mark Tasks as Complete

SAVE & CONTINUE EDITING MARK AS COMPLETE

APPLICATION  ACTIVITY

'ﬂ Instructions

2 Check eligibility
Completed on: Aug 12 2025 054 PM {EDT)




Task List

The Portfolio Application includes the
following tasks:

Check Eligibility

Application with teacher, school, and
division information

Educational History
Five (5) Essays
Three (3) Letters of Recommendation

Principal Confirmation and Letter of
Reference

Superintendent Confirmation and Letter
of Reference

Legal Disclosures
Teacher Certification and Signatures



0 of 13 tasks complete Virginia Teacher of the Year 2027 [

& Preview

0000000002
Last edited: Jul 21 2025 04:17 PM (EDT)

Deadline: Feb 9 2025 10:00 PM (EST)

APPLICATION  ACTIVITY

Your tasks

B Eligibility Question

Christine Harris (Owner) B A. Application: Teacher, School, and Division Information
Christine.Harris@doe.virginia.gov

B. Educational History and Professional Development Activities

Add collaborator n . .
C. Essay One: Professional Biography

D. Essay Two: Philosophy of Teaching

E. Essay Three: Student & Community Impact
F. Essay Four: Student Engagement
G. Essay Five: Education Issues and Trends
H. Three (3) Letters of Support
D . Request Principal Confirmation and Reference Letter

f5 J. Request Superintendent Confirmation and Reference Letter




* Eligibility must be completed before
any other task

* Read questions carefully before
Check responding

Eligibility * Incorrect responses may result in
automatic disqualification

* Ineligible applicants receive an email
notification




Virginia Teacher af The Year 2027

QOQ0000002

@ 1ask instructions Hide

ance "Mark as Complate” is selected, no further edits may be applied,

DL LG

[ Eligibility Question

Form for "Eligibility Question”

A, Application: Teacher,
[ school, and Division

nformation Is the applicant the Teacher of the Year for the 2025-2026 school year in their school

division? Only the official division-level selected Teacher of the Year 15 eligible to apply
B. Educational History and for Virginia Teacher of the Year.”

[*] professional Development
Activities

[~ F=say One: Professional
Hipgraphy

— D. Essay wi: Philosophy of

eaching EAVE & CONTINUE EDITING MARE AS COMPLETE

— E. E=say Three: Student &

0vof 13 tasks complete

diteds Jul 21 20025 0407 PM (EDT)




Adding a
School
Division

Collaborator

After eligibility is confirmed, a
collaborator may be added

The Superintendent or the
Superintendent's designee may be
a “collaborator” (local decision)

The collaborator person may assist
with division-level data and
technical questions

The collaborator is a support for
the TOY

Collaborators may not write essays



0 af 13 12sks complete Wirginia Teacher of tha Year 2077 [

0000000002

Last edited: Jul 31 3025 04217 PM (EOT)

APPLICATION  ACTIVITY

Your tasks

Ceadlire: Feb 9 2006 10:00 PM (EST)

B Eligivility Question

Chelstine Harrls {ownar) =l A. application: Teacher, School, and Oivision Information
L
.

heistine. Harrisgdoe virginia.Fov

[ &, Fducational Hiskory and Professional Develapment sctivities
Add collaborator ; 1
- [ ¢, Fasay one: Profassiona RioEraphy

[ . Essay Two: Philosophy of Teaching

g Essay Three: Student & Communicy Impact
L7l F. Essay Four: Student Engagement

[l . Essay Five: Education Issues and Trends




Task A:
Application-
Teacher,
School, and
Division

Information

In this section, enter contact
information for the TOY candidate
using the school division email address
as the primary contact

Include summer contact information in
case you are selected as the Virginia
Teacher of the Year (VTOY)

Division designee may assist with
statistics and data

Complete this application section task
even if not submitting essays. This will
allow the TOY and school to be eligible
for any opportunities from VDOE if we
have this contact information on file.

When done, mark the task complete



Back to application

ility Question

bplication: Teacher,
ol, and Division
ation

ucational History and
ssional Development
ities

say One: Professional
aphy

ay Two: Philosophy of
ing

say Three: Student &

bf 13 tasks complete

: Jul 212025 04:17 PM (EDT)

[2) A. Application: Teacher, School, and Division Information

@ Task instructions Hide
Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

Reminder: Once the individual selected as the school division Teacher of the Year creates their
account, they can then add the school division superintendent or designee as a collaborator to
the SMApply application.

Form for "Fill Out the Application”
Due Date: February 9, 2026 by 4pm

Questions: TeacheroftheYear@doe.virginia.gov

All sections of this application, portfolio, and signatures are required for
consideration. Please make sure to review the qualifications and due date for this
submission.

2027 Mary V. Bicouvaris Virginia Teacher of the Year
Application

School Division®




Task B:
Educational
History and
Professional

Development

In this section, include education,
certifications, and teaching experience

List leadership roles, professional
associations, and civic involvement

Include awards and recognitions

Maximum length: two pages, single-
spaced

When done, mark the task complete



< Back to application [*] B. Educational History and Professional Development Activities

Mg Toaghar & Year 0077 i i i
Virginia Teacher of the Year 2027 @ Task instructions Hide

0000000002

Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.
|D: 0000000002

Educational History and Professional Development Activities: This section must be in outline
Eligibility Question form and limited to two pages, using a font size no smaller than 10. These two pages may be
single-spaced. Uploads are limited to PDF files only.

A. Application: Teacher, Please save this file using the following naming convention:
School, and Division Division_LastName_EducationalHistory. For example: Richmond_Smith_Educational History.
Information

A. Education: Beginning with the most recent, list colleges and universities attended, including
B. Educational History and postgraduate studies. Indicate degrees earned, dates of degrees conferred, and dates of
[*] Professional Development > attendance.

Activities
B. Certifications: Beginning with the most recent, list professional certification(z), including the
. C. Essay One: Professional dates obtained and related training.

Biography
C. Experience: Beginning with the most recent, list teaching employment history indicating time

_ D. Essay Two: Philosophy of pericd, grade level, and subject area.

Teaching
0. Professional Associations: Beginning with the most recent, list professional association

 E. Ezzav Three: Student & memberships, including information regarding offices held and other relevant activities.

0 of 13 tasks complete E. Community and Civic Involvement: Beginning with the most recent, list community or civic
involvement, such as volunteer work, and other group activities at the local, national and

international levels.
Last edited: Jul 21 2025 0417 PM (EDT)

F. Leadership: Beginning with the most recent, list personal professional development leadership
m activities and leadership activities related to the professional development of future teachers.

Also, list professional development activities in which you participated (but did not have a
leadership role).

Deadline: Feb 8 2026 10:00 PM (EST)

G. Awards and Other Recognitions: Beginning with the most recent, list awards and other
recognition of your teaching.




* In this section, five (5) essays addressing
different prompts will be submitted

 Maximum of 750 words per essay

Tasks C—G: . Essays mus't reflect original work and
lived experience

Essay

, * Use of Al-generated content is
Requirements orohibited

* Cite sources appropriately when
referencing others

* When done, mark the task complete for
each essay




< Back to application [*] €. Essay One: Professional Biography

Wirginia Teacher of the Year 2027

0000000002

© Task instructions Hide

Essay One: Profeszional Biography
ID: D00G000002
Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

[*] Professional Development ) ) o o )
Activities Respond to the following questions, highlighting your personal story. Please indicate evidence of
your efforts including improved student outcomes. Please do not include external links. The
C. Essay One: Professional maximum word count for each response is 750 words. Each essay in this section must be limited
T

>

Biography to the maximum word limit indicated vsing a font size no smaller than 10. Uploads are limited

to_POF files only.
- D. Essay Two: Philosophy of
Teaching Please save this file using the following naming conventicn: Division_LastName_Essayl. For
example: Roanoke County_Meale_Essayl
- E. Ezsay Three: Student &

Community Impact Professional Biography (maximum 750 words): Briefly describe the factors that influenced you

to become a teacher. Describe a time when you demonstrated teacher leadership and lifelong
F. Essay Four: Student learning through your work in your school, division, state or beyond. Describe your work, how it

T
ul Engagement helped you grow, and how it meaningfully impacted students.

< G. Essay Five: Education
Issues and Trends

U Themn 2% 1 mrsmen ~F

0 of 13 tasks complete

Last edited: Jul 21 2025 0417 PM (EDT)
EeREE - ATTACH FILE

Deadline: Feb 2 2026 10:00 PM (EST)




Task F:
Letters of

Support

Three (3) letters of support are required

Acceptable authors include
administrators, colleagues, parents,
students, or community leaders

Do not include principal or
superintendent letters in this section

Each letter limited to one typed page

Follow the naming convention for the
files: School Division Last Name_Essay #

When done, mark the task complete



< Back to application [*] €. Essay One: Professional Biography

Wirginia Teacher of the Year 2027

0000000002

© Task instructions Hide

Essay One: Profeszional Biography
ID: D00G000002
Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

[*] Professional Development ) ) o o )
Activities Respond to the following questions, highlighting your personal story. Please indicate evidence of
your efforts including improved student outcomes. Please do not include external links. The
C. Essay One: Professional maximum word count for each response is 750 words. Each essay in this section must be limited
T

>

Biography to the maximum word limit indicated vsing a font size no smaller than 10. Uploads are limited

to_POF files only.
- D. Essay Two: Philosophy of
Teaching Please save this file using the following naming conventicn: Division_LastName_Essayl. For
example: Roanoke County_Meale_Essayl
- E. Ezsay Three: Student &

Community Impact Professional Biography (maximum 750 words): Briefly describe the factors that influenced you

to become a teacher. Describe a time when you demonstrated teacher leadership and lifelong
F. Essay Four: Student learning through your work in your school, division, state or beyond. Describe your work, how it

T
ul Engagement helped you grow, and how it meaningfully impacted students.

< G. Essay Five: Education
Issues and Trends

U Themn 2% 1 mrsmen ~F

0 of 13 tasks complete

Last edited: Jul 21 2025 0417 PM (EDT)
EeREE - ATTACH FILE

Deadline: Feb 2 2026 10:00 PM (EST)




Task I:
Principal
Confirmation
and
Reference

Letter

In this section the Principal confirms
candidate is the official division TOY

Principal submits a reference letter

Candidates cannot view the contents of
the letter

Application cannot advance without
completion

When done, mark the task complete



< Back to application [*] €. Essay One: Professional Biography

Wirginia Teacher of the Year 2027

0000000002

© Task instructions Hide

Essay One: Profeszional Biography
ID: D00G000002
Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

[*] Professional Development ) ) o o )
Activities Respond to the following questions, highlighting your personal story. Please indicate evidence of
your efforts including improved student outcomes. Please do not include external links. The
C. Essay One: Professional maximum word count for each response is 750 words. Each essay in this section must be limited
T

>

Biography to the maximum word limit indicated vsing a font size no smaller than 10. Uploads are limited

to_POF files only.
- D. Essay Two: Philosophy of
Teaching Please save this file using the following naming conventicn: Division_LastName_Essayl. For
example: Roanoke County_Meale_Essayl
- E. Ezsay Three: Student &

Community Impact Professional Biography (maximum 750 words): Briefly describe the factors that influenced you

to become a teacher. Describe a time when you demonstrated teacher leadership and lifelong
F. Essay Four: Student learning through your work in your school, division, state or beyond. Describe your work, how it

T
ul Engagement helped you grow, and how it meaningfully impacted students.

< G. Essay Five: Education
Issues and Trends

U Themn 2% 1 mrsmen ~F

0 of 13 tasks complete

Last edited: Jul 21 2025 0417 PM (EDT)
EeREE - ATTACH FILE

Deadline: Feb 2 2026 10:00 PM (EST)




Task J:
Superintendent
Confirmation
and Reference

Letter

In this section, the Superintendent
confirms candidate status

Superintendent submits a reference
letter

Candidates cannot view the contents of
the letter

Application cannot advance without
completion

When done, mark the task complete



< Back to application {5 J. Request Superintendent Confirmation and Reference Letter

Wirginia Teacher of the Year 2027

Q000000002

@ Task instructions Hids

Please be advised that yvour application cannot be submitted until all recommenders have

ID: 0000000002 _ - — _ — =
completed their confirmation forms. This is confirmation that this is the correct school division

candidate. Letters of recommendations are uploaded by the Superintendent this section.

[Z) Eligibility Question
Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

A. Application: Teacher, If you have any questions, please email TeacheroftheYear@doe.virginia.gov
[ School, and Division

Information

. Educational History and REQUEST A RECOMMENDATION
[*] Professional Development Q .

Activities

C. Essay One: Professional Recommendations ‘fou will not be able to review the contents of received recommendations.
Biography

- D. Essay Two: Philosophy of

[7] .
Teaching MARK AS COMPLETE

__ E. Essav Three: Student &

0 of 13 tasks complets

Last edited: Jul 21 2025 0417 PM (EDT)

Deadline: Feb 9 2026 10:00 PM (EST)




* The candidate must answer all
Task K: guestions under Legal Disclosures

Lega|  Responses must be accurate and
complete

Disclosures

e When done, mark the task
complete
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Task L:

.T.ead_.ler * The Candidate certifies all work is
Certification their own

and e Affirms no use of Al or automated
writing tools

Signatures

e When done, mark the task
complete




£ Back o application

Virginia Teacher of the Year 2027

0000000002

ID: 0000000002

B Eligibility Question

A. Application: Teacher,
[ School, and Division
Information

B. Educational History and
Professional Development
Activities

_ €. Essay One: Professional
Biography

D. Essay Two: Philosophy of
Teaching

— F. Fasav Threa: Student &

0 of 13 tasks complete

Last edited: Jul 21 2025 04:17 PM (EDT)

SUBMIT

Deadline: Feb 9 2026 10:00 PM (EST)

B L. Teacher Certification and Permission

@ Task instructions Hide

By signing and submitting the Virginia Teacher of the Year portfolio application, you confirm that
all content reflects your own work and lived experiences. You affirm that appropriate citations
hawve been included. This portfolio application was prepared without assistance from Al tools or
automated writing systems. Any resemblance to Al-generated content is purely coincidental and
unintentional.

Once "Mark as Complete” is selected, no further edits may be applied.

Form for "Teacher Certification and Permission”

This is my form.

TEACHER CERTIFICATION AND PERMISSION

By my signature, | certify that the information on this application is accurate and
complete, and | possess a current five- or ten-year Virginia renewable license issued
by the Virginia Board of Education. | hereby give my permission that any of the
attached materials may be shared with persons interested in promoting the Mary V.
Bicouvaris Virginia Teacher of the Year Program.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR APPLICATION ATTESTATION

This application represents my work and my experience. It was written without
content generated by others, including, but not limited to artificial intelligence
tools. Appropriate citation is used when referencing, summarizing or paraphrasing
the worl of others.”

Signature of Teacher (click and drag in box to record signature)




Final
Review and

Submission

Remember:

Confirm all tasks show green checkmarks
then click submit.

Submit application by: February 9, 2026
at4 p.m.

Contact:
Dr. Christine Harris
teacheroftheyear@doe.virginia.gov

Executive Director, Educator Partnerships
Virginia Department of Education


mailto:teacheroftheyear@doe.virginia.gov
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