ADVISORY BOARD ON TEACHER EDUCATION AND LICENSURE MEETING MINUTES (ABTEL)
Meeting Date and Location:		Monday October 6, 2025
					James Monroe Building
					101 N. 14th Street
					Richmond, VA 23219

The meeting was livestreamed on the VDOE YouTube Channel and is available here

ABTEL Members Present:

Dr. Douglas Arnold					Dr. Dan Lewis				
Mrs. Beth Ashley					Dr. Eric Moffa			
Ms. Megan Bush					Mrs. Sharnita Montgomery			
Dr. Jennine Donaldson				Dr. Monica Osei
Ms. Shelby Elliott					Mrs. Lauren Paz Soldan			
Mrs. Jennifer Goen					Mr. Ronald Ramsey	
Dr. Jessica Jones – Chair				Delegate Shelly Simonds	
Delegate Karen Keys-Gamarra			Dr. Kerry Whitacre		
					
Virginia Department of Education Staff (VDOE) Present:

Mr. Robert Gilstrap					Dr. Johnelle Torbert			
Ms. Shawna LeBlond					Dr. Bryan Jackson
Ms. Sonya Broady					Mrs. Calypso Gilstrap
Ms. Sofia McDaniel					Mr. Reginald Fox
Dr. Brian Mott						Mrs. Angela Schneider
Mr. Dwayne McClary


Guests:
Ida Ostrowski
Full Advisory Board Meeting
8:45 a.m.		Arrival 
9:00 a.m.		Advisory Board Convenes, Mr. Robert Gilstrap Presiding
· Opening Remarks and Welcome
Mr. Gilstrap opened the meeting at 9:23 am and welcomed members and staff.   Dr. Jones, Chair, also welcomed board members and staff to the meeting.
· Introduction of Guests 
Mr. Gilstrap introduced Mrs. Calypso Gilstrap, Executive Director, Office of Innovation.  Mrs. Gilstrap introduced her team
Dewayne McClary, Deputy Superintendent for Innovation, Student Pathways & Opportunities, Sofia Daniel, Director of Innovation Models and Policy, Reginald Fox, Educational Technology Specialist and Dr. Brian Mott, Executive Director of Virtual Virginia.
· Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Douglas Arnold moved to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Ms. Megan Bush, all members were in favor.
· Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Douglas Arnold moved to approve the minutes of September 8, 2025.  Seconded by Ms. Megan Bush, all members were in favor.
· Public Comment 
Dr. Jones shared a letter from a constituent.
Presentations
I. Updates of Innovative School Models

Calypso Gilstrap, Executive Director in the Office of Innovation and her team presented to the board an overview of the Governor Schools, Regional CTE Centers, College Partnership Lab Schools, Public Charter Schools, Recovery High Schools, Virtual Schools and Advance Learning.  The presentation can be found at Innovative School Models.

II. Update on NOIRA and Fast Track for Math HB1829

Mr. Robert Gilstrap, Assistant Superintendent, Department of Human Capital, provided an update on the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) and Fast Track for Math from HB 1829.  The NOIRA can be viewed here 

III. Update on Positions and Exits Data Collection

Dr. Bryan Jackson, Director of Licensure, provided an update on the teacher vacancies, comparing the start of 2024 school year and 2025 school year.  The presentation can be viewed here  PEC Updates.

IV. IHE Approval Process

Dr. Johnelle Torbert, Director of Teacher Education, provided the process in which Educators request new education programs for their higher education and the approval process.  The presentation can be found here  Education Preparation Program Process.

V. Fast Track for EPP Reading Specialist

Dr. Johnelle Torbert, Director of Teacher Education, stated each education preparation program offered by a public institution of higher education or private institution of higher education that leads to a degree, concentration, or certificate for reading specialists shall include a program of coursework and other training in the identification of and the appropriate interventions, accommodations, and teaching techniques for students with dyslexia or a related disorder. Such program shall (i) include coursework in the constructs and pedagogy underlying remediation of reading, spelling, and writing and (ii) require reading specialists to demonstrate mastery of an evidence-based, structured literacy instructional approach that includes explicit, systematic, sequential, and cumulative instruction. 

Dr. Torbert presented the Fast-Track Regulatory Action to Implement Provisions of the Virginia Literacy Act to the Board. The bill provides that, for any student seeking initial licensure by the Board as a teacher with an endorsement in early childhood, elementary education, or special education or with an endorsement as a reading specialist, ensure that reading coursework and field practice opportunities are a significant focus of the education preparation program. This proposed regulatory action is necessary to conform with this change in Virginia statutory law.

Dr. Torbert’s recommendation to The Advisory Board of Teacher Education and Licensure to approve the fast track and proceed to the Board of Education for approval.

Shelby Elliott moved to approve the fast track and proceed to the Board of Education for approval.  The motion was seconded by Ronald Ramsey; all members were in favor.  The motion passed unanimously.

VI. Alternate Pathway Approval Process

Dr. Bryan Jackson, Director of Licensure, stated that The Virginia Board of Education and the Virginia Department of Education provide multiple alternate routes to licensure for educators.

House Bill 2486 of the 2019 Virginia General Assembly amended the Code of Virginia, relating to teacher licensure, requiring the Virginia Board of Education (Board) to establish a process that would allow schools boards to sponsor alternate routes to licensure for approval by the board. 

The purpose of this alternate route to licensure is to ensure local school divisions have an opportunity to meet their unique needs in recruiting and retaining educators for their school communities.

“Alternate route to licensure” means a nontraditional route to teacher licensure available to individuals who meet the criteria. Dr. Jackson explained the alternative routes for teachers to gain license such as the career switcher program, iteach and troops to teachers.  The presentation can be viewed here Alternate Route to Licensure.

VII. Mentorship Guidelines

Ms. Shawna LeBlond, Director of Apprentice, provided the guidelines for mentorship in the school division settings. The presentation can be viewed here Mentorship Guidelines.

VIII. Hiring Practices and Barrier Crimes

Mrs. Angela Schneider, Director of Professional Practices, provided an overview of information on legal requirements and barriers within the school divisions.  The presentation can be viewed here Hiring Practices and Barrier Crimes.
Liaison Reports

	No reports presented

Announcements and Discussion

	Mr. Gilstrap announced that due to the cutbacks in the department, lunch will be only provided.  Next month’s meeting will be held on the 1st floor conference room in the James Monroe Building.  Mr. Gilstrap will be absent, the team will facilitate the meeting.

Dr. Jones asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:14pm, all members were in favor.
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