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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: January 22, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Optional Waiver to Offer Non-Congregate Meals During Ramadan
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, received USDA approval to offer Ramadan 2026 Non-Congregate Meal Waivers that allow SFAs and community sponsors operating the NSLP, SBP, and the At-Risk portion of CACFP the following flexibilities during Ramadan, February 17-March 19, 2026:
· Offer meals for participants in a non-congregate setting.
· Adjust the time of meal service outside the scheduled mealtimes.
· Serve meals in high schools without using offer versus serve.
The VDOE-SCNP is offering these waivers to allow program sponsors to provide meals to children observing Ramadan. To elect the waivers, follow the SNPWeb USDA Waiver Tool Instructions found in SNPWeb Download Forms. These statewide waivers do not apply to CACFP family day care homes or childcare centers.
Ramadan 2026 Non-Congregate Meal Waivers
SFAs and community sponsors operating under these waivers must:
· Elect the waivers in SNPWeb and receive prior approval before using them.
· Ensure meals are distributed only to participants in attendance at the school or site on the day non-congregate meals are offered.
· Ensure duplicate meals are not distributed to any participant.
Participation in the NSLP, SBP, and CACFP is at the child’s discretion; therefore, if a child chooses to consume a meal or snack during the day, schools and community sponsors may not deny the meal or snack because the participant is thought to be fasting during Ramadan.

For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP regional specialist, CNP regional specialist, or send questions via email to the SNP policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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