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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: January 22, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2026 Breakfast Incentive Program — Certification Statement due February 12, 2026
Public school divisions are encouraged to review Attachment A, School Breakfast Incentive Program Payments for Fiscal Year 2026.
To continue receiving FY26 Breakfast Incentive payments, public school divisions must sign Attachment B, FY26 Breakfast Incentive Program Certification Statement, and submit it to SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov by February 12, 2026.
FY26 Breakfast Incentive Program
The General Assembly appropriated $12.6 million in general funds for FY26 to provide an additional $0.28 reimbursement rate per breakfast meal served above each division’s base year number (SY03-04). The funding formula to determine how much, if any, the LEA will earn is based on the number of breakfasts served per student in enrollment in SY03-04 compared to the same metrics in SY24-25.
These funds continue the state-funded Breakfast Incentive Program to maximize federal school nutrition revenues and increase student participation in SBP. 
These funds:
must be credited to the nonprofit school food service account and may not be used for any other purpose,
are paid on a semimonthly basis beginning on January 16, 2026, and
will be identified on the EDI notice as “State School Breakfast Incentive Funds” with revenue source code 240347.
The VDOE is authorized, but not required, to reduce this amount proportionately if the actual number of meals to be reimbursed exceeds the number on which this appropriation is based, so that this appropriation is not exceeded.
For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP regional specialist or the SNPPolicy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. Questions regarding the School Breakfast Incentive Program formula should be directed to the Budget Office via email at doe.budgetoffice@doe.virginia.gov.
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Attachments
A. School Breakfast Incentive Program Payments for Fiscal Year 2026
B. School Breakfast Incentive Program Certification Statement
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