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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: February 12, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Procurement Reminders and New Resources
The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School and Community Nutrition Programs, would like to remind sponsors that the most restrictive procurement threshold must always be followed, and to remind LEAs of Virginia law that provides procurement preference to Virginia goods and Virginia residents. See below for more information and for a list of updated or new SCNP procurement resources.
Preference for Virginia Goods and Virginia Residents
Per the Code of Virginia § 2.2-4324, public school divisions must give preference to goods produced in Virginia in the case of a tied bid. For example, if a school division receives two milk bids for the same amount, the school division must give preference to the milk produced in Virginia.
Per the same code, public school divisions must also give preference to Virginia residents by:
providing Virginia bidders with the option to price match, if the lowest bidder is not from Virginia and the Virginia bidder is within 10% of such bid, and/or
providing Virginia bidders with the option to price match, if the lowest bidder is a resident of another state with a percentage preference, and the Virginia bidder is within that other state’s percentage. 
For example, if a non-Virginia resident submits the lowest bid to a school division, and a Virginia resident’s bid is within 10% of the non-Virginia resident’s bid, the school division must provide the Virginia resident with the opportunity to match the lowest bid. The code describes a “resident of Virginia” as a firm or corporation that “has been organized pursuant to Virginia law or maintains a principal place of business within Virginia.”
The preference for Virginia goods, U.S. goods, and Virginia residents came into effect during the 2024 general session with the passing of HB1361/SB260. The preference expires July 1, 2027, and is being considered for revision in the current session.
Changes to the Federal Thresholds
As of October 1, 2025, the federal thresholds for micro-purchases and small purchase procedures increased to adjust for inflation. The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) at 48 CFR part 2, subpart 2.1 has been finalized and Acquisition.gov has been updated to reflect these changes. The final rule at 90 FR 41872 amends the FAR to further implement a statute, which requires an adjustment every five years of statutory acquisition-related thresholds for inflation.
Procurement Thresholds
Federal micro-purchase and simplified acquisition thresholds (often called small purchase procedures) have recently increased. However, states and local agencies can set lower thresholds, creating more restrictive requirements. In Virginia, state thresholds are more restrictive than federal thresholds, so sponsors must follow Virginia’s thresholds, unless the local agency has even stricter limits. If Virginia’s thresholds change, the VDOE-SCNP will notify sponsors.
Federal thresholds:
Micro-Purchase Threshold: increased from $10,000 to $15,000
Simplified Acquisition Threshold: increased from $250,000 to $350,000
Formal Procurement: increased from $250,000 and above to $350,000 and above
Virginia’s thresholds:
Micro-Purchase Threshold: $10,000
Simplified Acquisition Threshold: $200,000
Formal Procurement: $200,000 and above
New and Updated SCNP Resources
The VDOE-SCNP is committed to supporting LEA and sponsors’ procurement efforts and has updated or created the following procurement resources, all found in SNPWeb Download Forms:
Updated:
SFA Procurement Profile template
SFA Procurement Plan template
FSMC RFP template
New:
Required Contract Provisions Checklist, which provides sample language for each provision
Allowable and Unallowable Costs, which lists examples of allowable and unallowable uses of Program funds 
For More Information
For more information, contact your assigned SNP or CNP regional specialist or send questions to the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. Please note USDA rescinds SP20 CACFP07 SFSP06-2019-Revised.
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