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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: February 19, 2026
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
SUBJECT: Periodic Review Updates to Virginia Administrative Code for the School Breakfast Program
The state Board of Education, in conjunction with the VDOE Office of Board Relations, conducts periodic reviews of the agency’s regulatory catalog, per the Code of Virginia 2.2-4017 and 2.2-4007.1 part E. Recently, VDOE conducted a periodic review of the Administrative Code 8VAC20-580, Regulations for the School Breakfast Program, that resulted in these regulatory actions:
Repealed 8VAC20-580, Regulations for the School Breakfast Program, and move the underlying requirements in Chapter 580 to Chapter 720, section 60
Amended 8VAC20-720, Regulations Governing Local School Boards and School Divisions, and add the new section 60, School Breakfast Program
Amended 8VAC20-740, Regulations Governing Nutritional Standards for Competitive Foods Available for Sale in the Public Schools, to update the citations from the repealed Chapter 580 to the new 8VAC20-720-60 
There are no new state regulations for school breakfast. These changes are part of a routine periodic review conducted to ensure existing regulations remain current, accurate, and align with federal requirements. These updates refine existing language for clarity and accuracy.
Public school divisions should ensure that state regulatory citations in division policies and procedures are updated.
New Section 60 of Chapter 720
[bookmark: _Int_LLYSaVPb]The underlying regulatory requirements of Chapter 580, which provides guidance to public schools to maintain compliance with state and federal regulations, were retained under the new section 60 of Chapter 720. The guidance includes:
the procedures used to implement SBP in the Agreement to Participate and the “Policy Statement for Free and Reduced Price Meals,"
a reporting system for the compilation and analysis of information concerning the number and socioeconomic characteristics of participating school-age children, in schools that do not participate in SBP,
the investigation of complaints and an appeals process for free and reduced-price eligibility, as outlined in the Agreement and policy statement 
the requirement that students must be provided a minimum of 10 minutes to eat breakfast after the meal is served, and
the requirement that the SBP is protected from competition during the protected mealtime from 6 a.m. until after the close of the last breakfast service period. 
For More Information
For more information, view the Virginia Register of Regulations Volume 22 Issue 9, contact your assigned SNP regional specialist, or send questions to the SNP policy mailbox via email at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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