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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: March 12, 2026
TO: School Nutrition Program Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons 
FROM: Sara Bennett, MS, RDN, SNS
[bookmark: _Hlk130397908][bookmark: _Hlk164713697]SUBJECT: New 2026 Summer EBT Data Collection and Webinar — March 25, 2026
Summer EBT (SEBT), also known as SUN Bucks, is a USDA-funded nutrition assistance program providing households of eligible school-aged children a benefit for grocery purchases in the summer. Summer EBT does not replace the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or other USDA summer meal programs available to children when school is out.
The Virginia Department of Social Services is the lead agency administering Virginia SUN Bucks. The Virginia Department of Education and local education agencies are partner agencies responsible for SEBT eligibility data and support.
LEAs participating in NSLP are required to provide data for students who meet the SEBT eligibility requirements. LEA student information data stewards, LEA school nutrition program (SNP) administrators, and LEA leadership will develop, edit, validate, and report SEBT data for eligible students to receive federal nutrition assistance benefits. 
Summer EBT Webinar for Data Collection and Program Requirements
The LEA SIS/SRC data steward and the SNP administrator should register for and attend the Summer EBT 2026 Data Collection and Program Requirements webinar, on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, from 2-3:30 p.m. A Zoom link to attend the webinar will be sent by email after registration is submitted. The webinar will review:
Summer EBT eligibility, required data elements, data file format, deadlines, and related information. 
The first data collection window will be April 15 through April 28. Deadlines and benefit issuance dates will be provided as part of the webinar documentation.
New SSWS Summer EBT Data Collection and Responsibilities
In response to LEA needs, VDOE developed a new SEBT data collection application. Student information data stewards are required to create and submit 2026 SEBT data through the VDOE Single Sign-on for Web Systems (SSWS). SNP administrators are responsible for providing the data steward with free and reduced-price eligibility data for students to be included in the data collection. The Superintendent, data steward, and school nutrition program administrator will validate the data collection prior to submission. The LEA SSWS administrator will be responsible for assigning access to the Summer EBT Eligible Student Collection (SEBT) to staff with the appropriate roles when it becomes available in SSWS. 
Recommended: LEAs should request households review SIS data and make updates to mailing address, parent/guardian name, etc. before the LEA creates the first 2026 SEBT data file.
2026 Summer EBT File Format
The SEBT 2026 student data collection will include the previously required items: 
student first/last names, student date of birth, local student ID, parent/guardian first/last names, mailing address, division name, school name, and school number. 
Two new items are required for improved data integrity and validity:
State testing ID and free and reduced-price eligibility type.
The tab delimited .txt file format is aligned with other VDOE data collection flat file formats and uses data elements reported in the Student Record Collection. Attachment A details the 2026 SEBT file format. LEAs may use this file format now to collaborate with other LEAs and SIS vendors to develop data extract strategies for the SEBT file.
For More Information
For questions, contact Lynne Fellin, SCNP Associate Director-Business Operations, via email at Lynne.Fellin@doe.virginia.gov or via phone at (804) 418-4695 or the SNPPolicy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov.
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