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Chapter 309 (2025 Acts of Assembly) requires that certain advanced or accelerated mathematics opportunities be available to students through the establishment or updates to local school board policies. It also requires that the criteria for enrollment in such classes reflect the student performance in the upper quartile for each Grade 5-8. School boards are required to develop and adopt or revise a policy in the 2025-2026 school year that sets forth the criteria for students in grades five through eight to be eligible to enroll in advanced or accelerated mathematics. The revised policy is to be fully implemented in the 2026-2027 school year.

In August 2024, the Board of Education approved the School Performance and Support Framework, which includes provisions for accelerated mathematics pathways in middle school and a focus on access to advanced high school coursework with the potential to earn college credit. For students who demonstrate readiness, middle school acceleration provides students with additional opportunities to enroll in advanced-level math courses early, ensuring they have the opportunity to take college-level math courses in high school. 
Acceleration Mathematics Program Considerations
An open and transparent accelerated mathematics program allows students to move faster through course sequences to meet academic needs and can expand opportunities to students by eliminating ‘gatekeeper’ courses and potentially earning college credit. 
In Virginia, students are expected to learn content in the Mathematics Standards of Learning from grades K-8. The 2023 Mathematics Standards of Learning were designed with a focus on building foundational concepts, including clear articulation across mathematics grade levels and courses. Acceleration can expand opportunities for students when paired with strong foundation learning and coherent 6-12 pathways.
Program Considerations
· Ensure that accelerated (compacted) courses in middle school cover the 2023 Mathematics Standards of Learning, preventing gaps that can hinder later performance in mathematics.
· Consider current course options in middle school. Two-part courses in Algebra and Geometry that provide additional time for struggling students to master course content should not be included in an advanced learning pathway.
· Create multiple ‘on-ramps’ and ‘off-ramps’ for students along the pathway.
· Provide ongoing, robust support for students who accelerate to ensure they can manage the increased rigor and pace.
· Use data to determine course longitudinal enrollment trends in high school mathematics courses. If students are accelerated in middle school but are not taking mathematics once their graduation requirements are met, what courses could be offered and communicated to ensure students are prepared for higher academics or the workforce?  
· Divisions may consider requiring a math course every year in high school with senior-year options that are rigorous and relevant. 
· Consider the advanced mathematics courses currently offered at the high school level. Utilize virtual resources if necessary, including virtual dual enrollment courses offered through the Virginia Community College System.
· Communicate mathematics acceleration and pathway opportunities with all stakeholders. The division's parent opt-out policy should be provided to all students designated for auto-acceleration in middle school.

Mathematics Acceleration, Verified Credit, and the School Performance and Support Framework
School Performance and Support Framework
The School Performance and Support Framework is the accountability system in Virginia and reflects high expectations for every student with the intent of preparing academic and workforce-ready graduates. Middle School mathematics acceleration is a component of the Readiness measure in the School Performance and Support Framework.
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Graduation Requirements and Verified Credit
Sections 8VAC 20-132-50 and 8VAC 20-132-51 of Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (Standards of Accreditation or SOA) set forth the requirements for awarding diplomas in Virginia. Those requirements specify which level of courses and/or subject area disciplines students must complete to earn either a standard or a verified unit of credit in the areas of mathematics, laboratory science, and history and social science. The Board of Education Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements for Standard and Advanced Diplomas in Virginia Public Schools indicates the courses and associated Standards of Learning assessments that are the basis for the development of mathematics program course pathways.
In accordance with 8VAC20-132-110(B) of the Standards of Accreditation, a "verified unit of credit" or "verified credit" is a credit awarded for a mathematics course in which a student earns a standard unit of credit and completes one of the following:
· Achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOL test.
· Achieves a passing score on an approved substitute test provided in the Substitute Tests Approved for Awarding Verified Credit document.
Assessment Considerations in Mathematics
· In order to meet federal accountability requirements, all students must take a Standards of Learning mathematics assessment in Grades 3-8. 
· Students must take an End-of-Course assessment in high school to meet federal accountability requirements.
· Students in accelerated mathematics in middle school may earn a verified credit in an EOC mathematics course to satisfy graduation requirements if they achieve a passing score on the associated EOC SOL assessment.
· Students failing an EOC mathematics assessment in middle school may take the assessment again in high school to earn a verified credit needed for graduation; however, a higher-level EOC mathematics course and assessment must also be taken in high school to satisfy federal accountability requirements.
· Determine which Standards of Learning assessment will be administered at the completion of each course within the acceleration pathway. The SOL assessment should align with the highest course for which all standards are complete and will correlate with the appropriate SCED code. 
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